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Scope 
 

Illinois State University anthropology professor Dr. Rob Dirks collected essays from his students on an array of ethnographic topics. 
 
  



Folder Inventory 
 
 

Folder Date Author Title & Focus page
s Catalog Traces 

1 Fall 1983 Arndt, Michael Casual Eating 11 Falcon restaurant 
Restaurants 
 

2 Fall 1995 Bean, Kimberly The Coffee Group 
(largely retired men who meet frequently) 
 

11 Restaurants 

3 Dec 1982 Benner, Rebecca Goodwill store 
(merchandise, donors, employees, types of shoppers) 

16 Downtown Bloomington 
Goodwill  
Recycling 

4 Dec 1995  Combes, Mary Unrealized Dreams: An Ethnography of Ballet 
Mothers, Their Daughters, and Dance. 
(Twin Cities Ballet) 
 

16 Music 
Dance 
Twin Cities Ballet 
Christmas 

5 Dec 1985 Dennison, John Aerobics at Illinois State University:  A Local 
Manifestation of a National Ideal 
(at ISU’s McCormick gym) 
 

14 Illinois State University 
Gymnasiums 
Exercise 

6 Dec 1995 Duford, Cori Espirit de Corps 
(ROTC “Ranger Challenge” training) 

23 ROTC 
Illinois State University 
Military 
US Army 

7 Dec 1982 Dycus, David Something for Everyone: Men’s Glee Club  9 Music 
Illinois State University 

8 Dec 1982 Epperson, 
Robert 

The Fine Art of Unobtrusiveness:  A look at student 
study lounge behavior  
 

10 Illinois State University 

9 Dec 1983 Epperson, Roger Canned Ham:  Confinement Hog Farm 
(covers both the hogs and employees.  Some photos) 

16 Agriculture 
Livestock 



 
10 Dec 1982 Flesher, William 

R. 
Emergency Care Center 
(hospital emergency room) 
 

13 Hospitals 
Medical 

11 Dec 1982 Goodall, Keith A different kind of brother 
(ISU fraternity) 
 

 9 Illinois State University 
 

12 Dec 1985 Hermann, Carol 
C 

Endurance, Strength, and the American Beauty 
(Weight lifters, including types of lifters & equipment) 
 

14 Exercise 

13 Dec 1983 Hiser, Norm Energy Within Stained Glass 
(Adolescent Church Fellowship Group, ages 12-14 
Activities, behaviors, photos.) 
 

14 First Presbyterian Church 
(Normal) 

14 Dec 1983 Jack, Scott Endless Nights 
(Cruising) 
 

 9 Automobiles  
Decatur, IL 

15 Dec 1995 Leacock, Sarah 
H 

Steps in Playing Bingo & the Bingo Players 
(Gamblers, socializers, escapists  Includes  ephemera & 
photos) 

14 Amusements 

16 Dec 1982 Loving, Greg Electronic Oasis 
 

11 Garcia’s Pizza (Normal) 
Amusements 

17 Fall 1995 McKay, Brian Security Job or Job Security 
(ISU’s Redbird Arena Security) 
 

14 Illinois State University 
Sports 
Basketball 

18 Dec 1982 Pearson, Renee Life Around the Dial 
(Radio Station   disk jockey work, programming, 
advertising, etc.) 
 

12 Radio 

19 Dec 1995 Roberts, Art  Workers at the Warehouse 
(Habitat for Humanity volunteers from pickups to 
preparing to customers to afterhours socializing) 
 

18 Habitat for Humanity 
Normal 
Recycling 
Organizations  



20 Dec 1985 Stanton, Jim Barbershop 
(Shorty’s Barbershop in Normal.  Incl photos) 

16 Shorty’s Barbershop 
Normal (Today Uptown) 
Barbers  

21 Dec 1983 Starman, Lynn International House Cafeteria 
(ISU’s Walker Hall cafeteria behaviors) 
 

16 Illinois State University 
 

22 undated Trillet, Ken Hoops 
(Pick up Basketball at 
ISU’s Horton Fieldhouse) 
 

17 Illinois State University 
Sports 
Basketball 

23 Dec 1985 Vradenburg, 
Joseph A 

Football, Friends, and Beer 
A Night at Big Rudy’s Too (Bar) 
 

13 Big Rudy’s Too 
Normal (today Uptown)  
Bars 
Sports 

24 Dec 1982 Walle, Richard Video Arcade 15 Bally’s Electronics 101 
Normal (today Uptown)  
Illinois State University 
Amusements 

 
 
 
 


