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Historical Sketch

Knife and Fork Club International is a social dinner club with chapters in cities across the
United States. In Bloomington, members would gather once a month from about October-April
for a formal dinner meeting, with the main attraction being a guest speaker. Speakers could be
anyone from local personalities, political & religious leaders, entertainers, entrepreneurs,
adventurers, or humorists. As stated in their by-laws, the purpose of the Knife and Fork Club of
Bloomington Il is “to entertain, from time to time, men and women of national and international
repute in the affairs of the world; to hear from them first-hand knowledge in the fields in which
they are pre-eminent and, thus, to provide means of service, recreation, fellowship, and
entertainment for its membership.”

Scope Note
This collection contains advertisements for speakers, correspondence between organizers
of the local chapter and the national club, by-laws, board meeting minutes, letters to members,
membership renewals, and financial statements from 1963-1972.

Folder Inventory
Italics indicates the subject of correspondence

Folder 1: 1961, 1964-1965
1.1 4 copies of Proposed Revision of By-Laws of Knife and Fork Club, Summer 1961
1.2 1964-65 program
1.3 2 January 1964. Initiation to join Knife and Fork Club
1.4 1 April 1964. Press Release- elections of officers
1.5 29 June 1964. Memorandum to Charley Alexander from Howard S. Elder. Attached is
proposal to send members who haven’t paid (2 copies)
1.6 13 July 1964. Howard M Dagley to Walter G. Wright. Ten membership applications
enclosed, budget increase for speakers
1.7 20 July 1964. Thomas J. Luck to members. Membership renewal (2 copies)
1.8  Undated letter to members informing them they haven’t paid dues yet
1.9  List of members, addresses, and phone numbers (hand written)
1.10  Typed list of names and addresses
1.11  “test program #1”
1.12 24 March 1965. Howard S. Elder from Benjamin Franklin. Notice of engagement forms
for speakers attached, hope to secure Judge Gilliam for opening speaker
1.13 27 March 1965. Benj Franklin to Howard S. Elder. Dates for speakers
1.14 3 April 1965. Benj. Franklin to Thomas J. Luck. Col. Craig dates
1.15 5 April 1965. Benj. Franklin to Howard S. Elder. Enclosing confirmation for John
William Hughes
1.16 27 April 1965. Agenda
1.17 27 April 1965. Board Meeting notes
1.18 21 May 1965. E. Von Riesen to Thomas J. Luck. Suggestions for speakers
1.19 24 May 1965. Rough Draft. Appreciation of membership, list of speakers (2 copies)
1.20  Correspondence between The Associated Clubs and Knife and Fork Club

Folder 2: 1965-1966
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1965-1966 program

Tentative schedule of meetings (3 copies)

Posters: Thomas L. Thomas, Col. John D. Craig, Tennyson Guyer

21 April 1965. “Many Advantages Enjoyed by Knife and Fork Club”

9 June 1965. Wallace R. Cornett to members. Speakers selected for *65-’66 season
August 1965 Letter from the International Platform Association

20 September 1965. Merritt C. Ackland to hosts and hostesses for next meeting.

11 October 1965. Dan T. Moore of International Platform Association to various clubs
13 October 1965. Letter to Mr. Elder from Benj Franklin. Dates and associated costs for
speakers

19 October 1965 “General Letter to Club officers”

21 October 1965. Wallace R. Cornett to Mr. Gardemann. Officers for coming season

1 December 1965. Benj. Franklin to Wallace R. Cornett. Dates for Thomas L. Thomas
29 December 1965. Benj. Franklin “General Letter to Club Officers”

30 December 1965. Wallace R. Cornett to Mr. Thomas L. Thomas

1 January 1966. J. W. Jarrott of Knife & Fork International to Club Officers

4 January 1966. Merritt Ackland to Howard Elder. Host and hostesses

10 January 1966 “General Letter to Club Officers”

24 January 1966. John A. Guy to Howard Elder. Nominations

10 February 1966. Wallace R. Cornett to Mr. Franklin. Program plans for next year

10 February 1966. Wallace R. Cornett to John Guy. Enclosed copy of the Gong

3 March 1966. Benj. Franklin to Mr. Elder. Choosing speakers

16 March 1966. Wallace R. Cornett to Benjamin Keeley, Dale E. Butz, and Ferris
Enright. Welcome as new board member

17 March 1966. Wallace R. Cornett to Board Members. Meeting with International to
discuss program plans

22 March 1966. Wallace R. Cornett to Mr. Franklin. Meeting to pick speakers

29 March 1966. John A. Guy to Howard Elder. Attached is your copy of speakers guide
19 May 1966. Wallace R. Cornett to Mr. Franklin. Final notices of engagement

24 May 1966. Benjamin Franklin to Wallace R. Cornett. Confirmations of speakers

Folder 3: 1966-1969 (3 Seasons)
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3.3
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3.5
3.6
3.7
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3.9

3.10

1966-1967 season program.

Speakers selected for 1966-1967 Season (2 copies)

Committee assignments for 1966-67

Dan Tyler Moore flier, 3 copies

Dr. Royal L. Garff flier

Undated list of prospective members

Notes & lists of members, 6 pages

29 March 1966. John A. Guy to Howard Elder. Copy of speaker guide, meeting
information

15 April 1966. Benj. Franklin to Mr. Cornett. Dates for speakers (Guyer and Morley).
Attached flier for Nicholas Nyaradi

6 June 1966. Wallace R. Cornett to Benj. Franklin. Final notices of engagement, roster
for next year
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29 June 1966. Board members to club members. Program for coming season, summary
of speakers (2 copies)

7 July 1966. Benj. Franklin to Wallace R. Cornett. Bonus speaker

18 July 1966. International Knife and Fork Club. Dates for speakers confirmation

19 September 1966. Suggestions to Speakers in Associated Clubs

22 September 1966. Wallace R. Cornett to John A. Guy. Meeting for program plans

28 September 1966. Wallace R. Cornett to John A Guy. Meeting reminder

30 September 1966. Wallace R. Cornett to Mr. and Mrs. Buffington. Invitation to club,
planned speakers

September 1966. United Nations Association of the United States

7 October 1966. Wallace R. Cornett to Board of Directors. List of assignments for this
season (2 copies)

10 October 1966. Wallace R. Cornett to club members. Reservation sheet for first
speaker

List of hosts and hostesses for October 25 speaker, Tennyson Guyer

Agenda for October 25 speaker meeting (2 copies)

Notes for October 25 meeting

18 November 1966. Wallace R. Cornett to Mr. Franklin. Details and request to change
date for Dan Moore’s presentation

25 November 1966. Benj. Franklin to Wallace R. Cornett. Enclosed copy of wire to Dan
Moore-publicity is already out, we are unable to make any changes

28 November 1966. Benj. Franklin to Wallace R. Cornett. Dan Moore will be there at
determined date

5 December 1966 hosts and hostesses

Notes regarding agenda for December 5 speaker presentation

10 December 1966. Cleveland P. Grant to Mr. John A. Guy. Sheets on three films

1 January 1967. J. W. Jarrott, Secretary, to officers. Call to 29" annual meeting for the
Delegate Assembly of the Knife and Fork Club

5 January 1967. Benj. Franklin to club officers. Making plans for speakers, dining
rooms, etc.

18 January 1967. Wallace Cornett to Benj. Franklin. Speakers for coming season

19 January 1967. American Cancer Society. Speakers bureau

20 January 1967. E. Bon Reisen to Mr. Cornett . Answer to your letter will be delayed
since Benj. Franklin is out of town.

11 February 1967. Letter from Omniworld, Inc., Publishers, Printers, Lecture Bureau,
Film, Television, and Record Producers. Enclosed are fliers for speakers, 9 pages

28 February 1967. Benj. Franklin to Wallace R. Cornett. Conference with my son

3 March 1967. Benj. Franklin to Officers. Denver club, showmanship, enclosed letter
from Denver

10 March 1967. Wallace R Cornett to Benj. Franklin. Conference with son

20 March 1967. John Guy to John Teeter. Director of Knife and Fork nomination

List of new members (’67-°68)

Speakers and dates for 1967-68 season (5 copies)

11 April 1967. Benj. Franklin to club officers. Membership strategies in Corpus Christi,
Texas

17 April 1967. Approval of Speakers.
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27 April 1967. Wallace R. Cornett to board members. Board meeting

1 May 1967. Benj. Franklin to Wallace R. Cornett.

May 1967. John A. Guy to “Knife and Forkers” Wrapping up the season (3 copies)

28 July 1967. Board Members to Club Members. Coming year speakers. (2 copies)

21 July 1967. Benjamin Keeley to Board Members. Meeting times, etc.

10 August 1967. Bruce Kaiser to Benjamin Keeley. Menu suggestions

24 August 1967. Benjamin Franklin to Benjamin Keeley. Speakers- Cornett and Teeter
27 September 1967. Ben Keeley to fellow board members.

18 October 1967. Benj. Franklin to club officers. Working Agreement enclosed

9 November 1967. Ben. Franklin to all club secretaries. Arranging speakers in
categories

Categories for future club speakers

13 December 1967. Benjamin Franklin to John D. Teeter. Changing dates for Mr. Geary
28 December 1967. Benjamin Keeley to Benjamin Franklin. Change in dates for last
meeting. Change of date for Mr. Geary

2 January 1968. Benjamin Franklin to Mr. Keeley. Philip Geary

9 January 1968. Benjamin Franklin to Mr. Keeley. Will advise Mr. Geary about meeting
change.

16 January 1968. Letter to club officers. Choosing speakers through the Gong

23 January 1968. YMCA to Mr. Keeley. YMCA programs, would like to present at a
meeting

25 January 1968. Benjamin Keeley to Mr. Franklin. Recommendation for choosing
speakers

13 March 1968. Double-Barreled guarantee of speakers

20 March 1968. Ben Keeley to Board Members. Annual dinner meeting

2 April 1968. Treasures Report

22 April 1968. Final Notice of Engagement. Philip Geary, $450

11 September 1968. Letter to Board of Directors from Dale E Butz. Attached list of
committee assignments

List of officers, 1968-1969

Speakers from 1968-1969 season

Notes

Master copy of membership acceptance,

10 January 1969. “What Speakers Ahead?”

15 January 1969. “How to Hold Members and Influence Potential Members”

5 February 1969. Illinois Agricultural Association to Tom Pits. Thanks for tie clasp.
10 February 1969. Dale E. Butz to Victor Armstrong, Sr., Ferris Enright, and Gilbert
Hensey. Attached brochure with possible programs for next year

21 March 1969. Dale E. Butz to Board of Directors. National representative will be late

Folder 4: Membership Initiatives & Renewals

4.1

4.2
4.3

25 September 1963. Letter from Bill A. Hammitt to John A. Guy. Copies of letters for
soliciting new membership.

1965-1966 list of new members

23 November 1966. Letters to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Milnes and Mr. and Mrs. John D.
Summers, inviting them to become members.



4.4
4.5
4.6
4.7
4.8
4.9

4.10

1966 index cards with suggestions for members

5 letters inviting potential members to club, 1967.

Generic undated letter asking to join club

List of members suggested by Dr. and Mr. Dale Butz, Mr. & Mrs. Ben Keeley
Filled-out membership renewal forms, 1967-1968

Approx. 50 letters and/or responses from potential members expressing their interest (or
not) in joining the Knife and Fork Club. (September- December 1968)

notes

Folder 5: 1969- May 1970

5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4

5.5
5.6
5.7

5.8

5.9
5.10
5.11
5.12
5.13
5.14

5.15
5.16

5.17
5.18
5.19
5.20

5.21
5.22

5.23
5.24

5.25

List of speakers, associated fliers

Membership Invitation from Boulder County, Colorado, Knife and Fork Club. (3 copies)
Statement of Dues from Boulder County

Final Announcement for opening dinner in Boulder, includes roster of members.
Speaker: Dr. Norman Vincent Peale

1968- 1969 Knife and Fork Club membership, officers, speakers, and directors

Flier for Edwin L Baron, director of Hypnotism Institute of Chicago

21 March 1969. Dale E. Butz to Board of Directors. Representative from National Knife
and Fork Club arriving on March 24

8 August 1969. Letter to members from John D. Teeter. speakers for the season

7 October 1969. Agenda for board meeting

13 October 1969. Letter to Board of Directors from John D. Teeter. Attached list of
committee assignments, short on members, we need to solicit new ones.

16 October 1969. Letter to John D. Teeter from George E. Irwin. Thanks for invitation, |
would like to participate, but I am busy.

23 October 1969. Agenda for speaker event

17 November 1969. Agenda for speaker event

2 January 1970. Letter to John from John Teeter. Resignation as President of Knife and
Fork Club

12 January 1970. Postcard from Chester H. Lauck regarding his plans.

21 January 1970. Letter to Knife and Fork Board Members from John A Neu, Secretary.
Dinner board meeting, RSVP ASAP

6 February 1970. Letter to Board Members from John A. Neu. Listing for next seasons
speakers

19 February 1970. Letter to members from John A. Neu, Secretary. Ladies Night, board
election, raising dinner prices.

February 19, 1970. Meeting agenda

Survey for members, 4 copies

23 March, 1970. Meeting agenda

14 April 1970. Letter to board members from John Kleinsteiber, President. Reminder of
meeting April 19, agenda items. (3 copies). Attached -18 April 1970 financial statement
and a letter to Mr. Benjamin Franklin from the Int’l Knife and Fork Club.

19 April 1970. Board meeting minutes

21 April 1970. Letter to Mr. Franklin from John A. Neu. Election results for directors of
club

22 April 1970. Board of Directors Meeting Minutes



5.26

5.27
5.28
5.29
5.30
5.31
5.32
5.33
5.34

5.35
5.36
5.37

27 April 1970. Letter to Miss Phares from Mrs. Robert Holland. Enclosed check,
apologies

27 April 1970. Working agreement, suggested form for local by-laws

30 April 1970. Final Notice of Engagement for Miss Paula Bishop

30 April 1970. Final Notice of Engagement for Max Conrad

30 April 1970. Final Notice of Engagement for Grant Butler

30 April 1970. Final Notice of Engagement for speaker Orville G. Fitzgerald

6 May 1970. Final Notice of Engagement for Royal Robbins

Undated List of items printed and sent to associated clubs

Undated Letter to potential members from John D. Teeter, President, and John A Neu,
secretary. (original and copy)

Undated List of responsibilities for Club Committees

Undated Knife and Fork Club Program for 1969-1970 and list of members
Undated Letter to Board Members for a stuffing envelopes party

Folder 6: July 1970-1971

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5

6.6
6.7

6.8

6.9
6.10
6.11
6.12
6.13
6.14

6.15
6.16

6.17
6.18
6.19
6.20

6.21

1970-1971 program of speakers (3)

1970-1971 Knife and Fork Club Members (4)

Invitation to become a member (2 copies)

Notes written one Knife and Fork Club letterhead (2 pages)

9 July 1970. International Platform Association to executive secretaries and presidents.
awards

14 July 1970. Board of Directors meeting minutes.

16 July 1970. Mrs. Robert E. Holland to Mr. Franklin. Final notice of engagement forms
enclosed. Supplies needed for membership drive

17 July 1970. Authorization to Mail Without Affixing Postage Stamps

23 July 1970. Mrs. Robert E. Holland to Mr. E. Von Riesen. Possibility for sixth speaker
27 July 1970. E. Von Riesen to Mrs. Holland. Date preferences, attached final notice of
engagement for Chester H. Lauck

5 August 1970. Mrs. Holland to Benjamin Franklin. All set?

12 August 1970. Letter to Mr. Butz from ISU. Speakers bureau brochure

19 August 1970. Letter to Mr. Franklin from Mrs. Robert Holland. Printed programs,
mailing invites

28 August 1970. Mrs. Robert E. Holland to Benjamin Franklin. Returning statement for
programs

24 August-3 September 1970. Lists of paid memberships

4 September 1970. Letter to Mrs. Holland from Benj. Franklin. Don’t need to pay, error
of my son.

8 September 1970. Letter to Mrs. Holland from Benj. Franklin. Double check of plans
14 September 1970. Teresa Holland to board members. Envelope stuffing

16 September 1970. Letter to club members from John W. Kleinsteiber, President.
Campaigning for new members, speakers, and member benefits (4 copies)

17 September 1970. Letter to Mrs. Holland from Diane Cheeseman. The arrival of Mr.
Butler, hotel arrangements

25 September 1970. Letter to members from John W. Kleinsteiber, President. Opening
of the season is October 6, 60 new members
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6.24
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6.26

6.27

6.28

6.29

6.30

6.31
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6.33
6.34

6.35

6.36
6.37
6.38
6.39

6.40

6.41
6.42
6.43

6.44
6.45
6.46
6.47
6.48
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6.50

26 September 1970. Letter to members from President John Kleinsteiber. Campaign for
new members, speakers, benefits of membership

25 September 1970. Letter to members from John Kleinsteiber. Season opening, Grant
Butler

29 September 1970. Letter to Board of Directors. Minutes, committees

29 September 1970. Letter to Mr. Franklin from Mrs. Robert Holland-Secretary.
Mailings, invitations

1 October 1970. Letter to “Friends” from Benjamin Franklin. Suggestions for speakers in
associated clubs

7 October 1970. Letter to Mr. Benjamin Franklin from Mrs. Robert Holland. Enclosed
copy for Press Release

Financial Statement as of October 12, 1970, list of members, flier for Royal Robbins
speaker.

29 October 1970. Letter to Knife and Fork Club from George H. Black, Executive
Director of the Morgan Washington Home. Wanted to call attention to projects the
Morgan Washington Home is working on.

7 November 1970. Letter to members from John W. Kleinsteiber, President. Speaker:
Royal

Robbins, reservations (2 copies)

9 November 1970. Letter to Mrs. Holland from Royal Robbins. Program confirmation
18 November

1 December 1970. Letter to John W. Kleinsteiber from Ben B. Franklin

1 December 1970. Letter from International Knife and Fork Club. Annual meeting form.
1 January 1971. Letter from John W. Kleinsteiber. RSVP for Chester H. Lauck (3
copies)

8 January 1971. Letter from John Kleinsteiber to board members. By laws & duties (2
copies)

11 January 1971. Letter from Benj. Franklin to Club Officers

12 January 1971. Meeting Agenda

19 January 1971. List on a notecard

29 January 1971. Letter to members from John W. Kleinsteiber. Fourth meeting RSVP,
“ladies night”

1 February 1971. Letter to associated clubs. Form for club officers, suggestions for
building successful clubs

8 February 1971. Meeting agenda

8 February 1971. List of reservations and $

13 March 1971. Letter to Mrs. Robert Holland from Ethel Y. Wood. Mr. Conrad will
arrive march 18 by mid afternoon, he will call when he arrives

Summary of Financial position as of March 18, 1971

18 March 1971. Agenda for Meeting, Max Conrad speaker

29 March 1971. Mrs. Robert Holland to board members. Board meeting

30 March 1971. Benj. Franklin to Mrs. Robert Holland.

1 April 1971. Board of Directors meeting minutes

1 April 1971. O. G. Fitzgerald to Mrs. Robert Holland. Looking forward to meeting
members at April 29" dinner, travel plans, room reservations

19 April 1971. Letter to members. Membership costs for coming year
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6.52
6.53
6.54
6.55
6.56
6.57
6.58
6.59
6.60
6.61
6.62
6.63
6.64
6.65
6.66
6.67

23 April 1971. Letter to Mr. Franklin from Mrs. Holland. Transportation schedules for
Bloomington bus and train.

26 April 1971. Empty Envelope from State Farm to John Kleinsteiber

28 April 1971. Meeting minutes.

Reservations for April 29 meeting

List of names and amount paid

Flier for Max Conrad, Speaker.

Flier for Paula Bishop, Speaker.

Flier for Chester H. Lauck and David Hoy, speakers

Flier for Orville G. Fitzgerald, speaker (2)

List of categories for future club speakers

List of officers and directors

Undated Letter to members. Size of club, renewing of membership (3 copies)

Renewal form

Undated Letter to “friend” cordially inviting them to membership in Knife and Fork Club
Final reminder for membership 1970-71

List of those who do not want to renew membership

Undated letter to Mr. Gravett. Fees for Conrad and Bishop

Folder 7: Membership Lists & Programs

7.1
7.2
7.3
7.4
7.5
7.6
7.7
7.8
7.9
7.10

1970-1971 (4 copies)

31 August 1971 Membership card for Mr. Murray M. Short
1969-1970

1967-1968

1966-1967

1965-1966

1964-1965 (4 copies)

1963-1964

1957-1958

1956-1957

Folder 8: Meeting Program

8.1
8.2
8.3
8.4
8.5
8.6
8.7
8.8
8.9
8.10
8.11
8.12
8.13

14 January 1967 (Wesley Methodist Church, Speaker: Royal L. Garff)
8 February 1967 (Speaker: Captain Finn Ronne)

15 May 1967 (IWU)

30 November 1967

Outline for speakers 1968-1969

22 January 1968 (Speaker: Toni Gauer)

13 February 1968 (Speaker: Cleo Dawson)

13 March 1968 (Speaker: Lee Quinn)

23 April 1968 (Speaker: Philip Geary)

26 September 1968

2 December 1968 (Wesley Methodist Church, Speaker: Sidney Montague)
20 March, 1969

30 April 1969



Folder 9: Budget and Finances
9.1 1963-64 season financial statement
9.2  1963-1964 Financial Statement
9.3 22 October 1965. Financial Statement cost of speakers, schedule of meetings, and
agenda for 27 April 1965.
9.4 22 October 1965 Financial Statement
9.5 18 January 1966 Financial Statement (2 copies)
9.6 10 May 1966. Knife and Fork Club Financial Statement (2 Copies)
9.7 1 May 1967 Financial Statement (4 copies)
9.8 2 April 1968. Financial statement
9.9  Speakers & Dates-1967-68, and prices (3 copies)
9.10 27 April 1971. Financial Statement
9.11 1971-1972 Dues

Folder 10: Hosts and Hostesses

10.1 25 October 1965. List of hosts and hostesses by table, and letters to host/hostesses
10.2 22 November 1966. Letters regarding table hosts

10.3 11 October 1967. Letters regarding table hosts

Folder 11: Final Notices of Engagement
11.1  Final Notices of Engagement for Judge Philip B. Gilliam (4), Colonel John D. Craig (3),
Cedric Foster, Tennyson Guyer, Bob Ringer, John Williams Hughes

Folder 12: Speaker Fliers

12.1  Fliers for the following speakers: Tran Van Chuong, Cedric Foster (2), Edward
Tomlinson (2), Philip Geary (2), Orlo M. Brees, Clayton Rand, Ralph T. Overman, Dr.
Ben F. Lehmberg, Neil Douglas, Robert Gadberry, Ismet Lanli, Philip B. Gilliam, Dan
Tyler Moore, William L. Ryan, Louis Bohmrich, Grant Butler (2), Ernest Huntzinger, Jr.

Folder 13: The Gong- Information Guide to Speakers for the exclusive use of Officers and
Directors of Network Dinner Clubs, as prepared by The Associated Clubs
13.1  Issues 1966, '67, *68, ’69, and ‘70

Folder 14: Miscellaneous
(Includes finding aid written by unknown person first to organize this collection)

Loose Items:

18 March 1971. Dinner tickets
12 January 1971. RSVP slips
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