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Materials Included in this Packet: 
1. Summary of Paul F. Beich compiled by Candace Summers
2. Research Summary of Paul F. Beich compile by Denise Fries-Romack
3. Biography of Paul F. Beich by Maria Mears
4. Finding aid for Beich Collection
5. “Paul F. Beich, Leader in Civic Affairs, Dies,” The Pantagraph, September 10, 1937 (includes typed transcription)
6. City Directory Summary for Paul F. Beich and Family compiled by Denise Fries-Romack
7. Burial information for two deceased infants of Paul and Catherine Beich, www.evergreenmemorialcemetery.com, Date Accessed, February 14, 2022.
8. Email correspondence between Candace Summers and Misty Porter about Beich children buried in Evergreen Memorial Cemetery, February 14, 2022.
9. 1900 United States Census for Paul Beich Family (shows that they had 4 children, only two of whom survived).
10. Illinois Statewide Marriage Index for Paul Beich and Catherine Gerken
11. “The Beich Candy Manufactory Is an Immense Plant,” The Pantagraph, August 21, 1908
12. “Carries Name of Bloomington Afar,” The Pantagraph, June 13, 1910
13. “Contributes to Sweet Tooth of All Nations,” The Pantagraph, January 13, 1929
14. 
Newspapers –Pantagraph articles can be found on Newspapers.com or Newspaper Archive.com
1. “Mr. Paul Beich, who has traveled for Brown & Helm,” The Pantagraph, February 22, 1887
2. “Gone to St. Louis,” The Daily Leader, May 30, 1891
3. “The Travelers Organize,” The Pantagraph, August 27, 1894
4. “Will Locate Here,” The Bloomington Leader, July 19, 1895
5. “The Caramel Factory,” The Pantagraph, July 20, 1895
6. “Call for Beich’s Candies,” The Sunday Leader, December 24, 1895
7. “Changing Quarters,” The Sunday Leader, September 6, 1896
8. “Mozart Lodge Elects Officers,” The Pantagraph, December 11, 1896
9. “Will Manufacture the Machine,” The Pantagraph, April 14, 1897
10. “Paul Beich returned home yesterday,” The Sunday Leader, September 12, 1897
11. Advertisement for Paul F Beich candies, The Sunday Eye, December 19, 1897
12. “Short Paragraphs,” The Pantagraph, January 21, 1898
13. “Bloomington Council Elects Officers,” The Pantagraph, December 10, 1898
14. “______ Success!” The Pantagraph, January 1, 1902
15. “Wanted—Girls to Learn Chocolate Dipping,” The Pantagraph, October 17, 1903
16. “Business Men in Eighth Annual Session,” The Pantagraph, January 14, 1908
17. “Another Large Factory Addition,” The Pantagraph, March 25, 1909
18. Advertisement for Paul F. Beich Co., The Pantagraph, April 13, 1909
19. “Made in the Country Chocolates,” The Pantagraph, December 20, 1909
20. “To the Citizens of Bloomington,” The Pantagraph, May 25, 1910
21. Advertisement for Beich’s Saint Regis Chocolates, The Daily Bulletin, October 14, 1910
22. Advertisement for Beich’s Lady Betty Chocolates, The Pantagraph, November 25, 1910
23. “Men Who Have Made Bloomington, No. 5,” The Pantagraph, May 8, 1911
24. “Patronesses for Princess Bonnie,” The Pantagraph, May 13, 1911
25. Advertisement for German-American Bank, The Pantagraph, September 6, 1911
26. “Beich’s Chicago Shop,” The Pantagraph, April 16, 1913
27. “Beich Factory Employee Have Narrow Escape,” The Pantagraph, October 29, 1913
28. “Big Robberty Story has Dwindled Away,” The Pantagraph, January 3, 1914
29. “Respond to Burglar Call,” The Pantagraph, June 12, 1914
30. “Long War Would Hit Bloomington Stores,” The Pantagraph, August 7, 1914
31. “Willie Zetlow Loses Thumb in Box Making Machine,” The Pantagraph, September 25, 1914
32. “Bearer for Ship Victim,” The Pantagraph, May 27, 1915
33. “To Observe German Day on October 25,” The Pantagraph, October 12, 1915
34. “Miss Harriet Kiser to Wed Otto H. Beich,” The Pantagraph, June 4, 1915
35. “Notice of Increase of Capital Stock,” The Pantagraph, April 28, 1916
36. “Paul Beich Honored,” The Pantagraph, May 13, 1916
37. “Girls Wanted,” The Pantagraph, June 21, 1916
38. “Beich Co. People Picnic,” The Pantagraph, August 12, 1916
39. “Candy Makers at Picnic,” The Pantagraph, August 14, 1916
40. “Female Help Wanted,” The Pantagraph, November 13, 1916
41. “Wanted—Young Men and Boys over 16 years,” The Pantagraph, November 13, 1916
42. “Rotarians Hear Visitors,” The Pantagraph, December 29, 1916
43. “To Expand Red Cross,” The Pantagraph, February 12, 1917
44. “As to Red Cross Association,” The Pantagraph, February 15, 1917
45. “Red Cross Meeting,” The Pantagraph, February 24, 1917
46. “For the Red Cross Work,” The Pantagraph, February 26, 1917
47. “Endorse Red Cross Work,” The Pantagraph, March 14, 1917
48. “The Red Cross Campaign,” The Pantagraph, March 22, 1917
49. “Get 1,100 Members,” The Pantagraph, March 26, 1917
50. “Neighborhood Clubs for City’s Women,” The Pantagraph, April 26, 1917
51. “German-American Bank Elects,” The Pantagraph, May 5, 1917
52. “Beich Employees Picnic,” The Pantagraph, August 13, 1917
53. “Mr. Beich in Hospital,” The Pantagraph, March 20, 1918
54. “Paul F. Beich Home,” The Pantagraph, April 13, 1918
55. “Raise Flag at Beich’s Factory,” The Pantagraph, June 15, 1918
56. “Perfect Plans for Red Cross Christmas Roll,” The Pantagraph, December 11, 1918
57. “What Does Bloomington Most Need?,” The Pantagraph, December 20, 1918
58. “Labor Leader Comments on Mr. Beich’s Article,” The Pantagraph, December 21, 1918
59. “Paul F. Beich Named President,” The Daily Bulletin, May 16, 1919”
60. “Candy Makers of U.S. Honor Paul F. Beich,” The Pantagraph, May 17, 1919
61. “Positions Open for Girls and Women,” The Pantagraph, June 6, 1919
62. “Salesmen of Paul F. Beich Company Assemble Here,” The Pantagraph, August 16, 1919
63. “Refused Coal,” The Pantagraph, November 20, 1919
64. “Brokaw Hospital Nurses Graduate,” The Pantagraph, May 13, 1920
65. “Mrs. Paul Beich is to Entertain,” The Pantagraph, November 19, 1920
66. “Beich Reports on Convention,” The Pantagraph, June 5, 1923
67. “A. of C. Hears Three Orators,” The Pantagraph, May 27, 1924
68. “Bloomington Booth at Illinois Products Show,” The Pantagraph, October 18, 1924
69. “Paul Beich Delegate to International Meet,” The Pantagraph, January 16, 1925
70. “Beich’s Open House for Local Dealers,” The Pantagraph, March 7, 1925
71. “Jefferson Girl Sees Candy Made,” The Pantagraph, April 18, 1925
72. “Paul F. Beich Sails,” The Pantagraph, June 15, 1925
73. “Comment from Beich’s and Snow and Palmer on the Eat More Corn Move,” The Pantagraph, January 13, 1926
74. Advertisement for Paul F. Beich Co Open House, The Pantagraph, January 16, 1926
75. “Beich Plant is Visitors Mecca,” The Pantagraph, January 19, 1926
76. “Banquet Given at Beich’s Last Evening,” The Pantagraph, March 20, 1926
77. “Pantagraph August Birthday Party to Be Held Saturday,” The Pantagraph, August 25, 1926
78. “Paul F. Beich has Chartered Train for Ill. Manufacturers,” The Pantagraph, September 4, 1926
79. “Pantagraph Junior Party on Saturday to Be a Big Event,” The Pantagraph, September 23, 1926
80. “Paul Beich Honored Guest at Dinner in Chicago Last Night,” The Pantagraph, December 18, 1926
81. “Paul Beich Host to Staff,” The Pantagraph, July 2, 1927
82. “Beich Sees Remedy for Farmers’ Woes,” The Pantagraph, August 24, 1927
83. “Paul F. Beich Asks Reduction of Taxes,” The Pantagraph, October 31, 1927
84. “Paul Beich, Retiring Manufactures’ Head, to Preside at Dinner,” The Pantagraph, December 6, 1927
85. “Paul Beich, President, and Rhodes to Attend Manufactures’ Dinner,” The Pantagraph, December 12, 1927
86. “Rise of Paul F. Beich, Once German Immigrant, Told in Magazine Story,” The Pantagraph, March 11, 1928
87. “Beich Employes Hold Annual Dinner Party,” The Pantagraph, May 2, 1928
88. “Mrs. Paul Beich Entertains House Guests Over Week End,” The Pantagraph, August 6, 1928
89. “250 Attend Beich Company’s Annual Dinner and Dance,” The Pantagraph, May 29, 1929
90. “Old Millpond Gone, Famous in History,” The Pantagraph, September 1, 1929
91. “Woman’s Club to Greet Miss Taft,” F.D.E. Babcock to Make Address,” The Pantagraph, February 16, 1930
92. “Orphanage Trustees to Meet at Capital,” The Pantagraph, March 25, 1930
93. “Carter’s Successor May Be Named—Bank Re-Elects Officers,” The Pantagraph, May 4, 1930
94. “Date Setting is Next Step,” The Pantagraph, June 1, 1930
95. “Centennial Sidelights,” The Pantagraph, August 31, 1930
96. “Three Will Attend U.S.C. of C. Meeting,” The Pantagraph, April 26, 1931
97. “Paul F. Beich Named on Industrial Board,” The Pantagraph, October 22, 1931
98. “Commission of Which P.F. Beich is Members Visits State Prison,” The Pantagraph, March 10, 1932
99. “P.F. Beich Goes to Chicago After Acting on Commission,” The Pantagraph, March 11, 1932
100. “Paul Beich to Attend Manufacturers Parley,” The Pantagraph, April 24, 1933
101. “Dedicate Beich’s New Softball Plant Monday Night,” The Pantagraph, May 14, 1934
102. “Tilbury is Enroute South with ‘Flash,’” The Pantagraph, December 26, 1934
103. “W.U. Trustees Meet Monday,” The Pantagraph, January 27, 1935
104. “No Hit Contest,” The Pantagraph, April 27, 1935
105. “Luncheon Meeting is Held by Brokaw Service League,” The Pantagraph, October 27, 1935
106. “Beich Plant Sees Growth,” The Pantagraph, April 8, 1936
107. “Newly Unionized Beich Workers Ask Recognition and More Pay,” The Pantagraph, April 19, 1937
108. “Beich Peace Parley is Scheduled for Today,” The Pantagraph, May 4, 1937
109. “Beich Offer Turned Down,” The Pantagraph, May 6, 1937
110. “Grocery Firm Accord Signed,” The Pantagraph, May 12, 1937
111. “Two Beich Unions Settle With Firm, Hold Parade,” The Pantagraph, May 13, 1937
112. “Beich Plan Opens Again After Stirke Settlement,” The Pantagraph, May 14, 1937
113. “Paul F. Beich Rites Monday,” The Pantagraph, September 11, 1937
114. “City’s Loss in Mr. Beich’s Death,” The Pantagraph, September 11, 1937
115. “Paul F. Beich Rites to be Held Monday at St. Matthew’s,” The Pantagraph, September 12, 1937
116. “Beich Friends Fill Church,” The Pantagraph, September 13, 1937
117. “Career of Beich Praised by Long Time Associate,” The Pantagraph, September 17, 1937
118. “Paul Beich Leaves Gifts,” The Pantagraph, October 13, 1937
119. “European Club Tells of Great,” The Pantagraph, November 16, 1937
120. “300 Employees of Beich Co. Go On Strike,” The Pantagraph, December 12, 1937
121. “Pantagraph’s Policy As to Strike News,” The Pantagraph, December 22, 1937
122. “Grandy Jury Recalled,” The Pantagraph, December 29, 1937
123. “Picket Halt Removal of Loaded Cars,” The Pantagraph, January 4, 1938
124. “Strikers Let Cars Move,” The Pantagraph, January 5, 1938
125. “Conference Ends Without Agreement,” The Pantagraph, January 10, 1938
126. “Help Wanted” ad, The Pantagraph, January 18, 1938
127. “Beich Plan to Reopen,” The Pantagraph, January 18, 1938
128. “Result from Dispute,” The Pantagraph, January 19, 1938
129. “City Strike Action Asked,” The Pantagraph, January 22, 1938
130. “Mayor Calls Parley on Strike at Beich’s,” The Pantagraph, January 24, 1938
131. “Beich Parley Deferred a Day by Mayor,” The Pantagraph, January 25, 1938
132. “Strike to Reach Accord to Open Beich Factory,” The Pantagraph, January 26, 1938
133. “Beich Parley Reaches No Agreement,” The Pantagraph, January 27, 1938
134. “Union Rejects Beich Offer, 145 to 15,” The Pantagraph, January 28, 1938
135. “Long Conference Settles Strike at Paul F. Beich Company Plant,” The Pantagraph, February 3, 1938
136. “New Contract Signed by Beich Machinists,” The Pantagraph, February 6, 1938
137. “Emerson PTA Plans Second Homecoming,” The Pantagraph, March 28, 1938
138. “Beich Officials Entertain Workers,” The Pantagraph, March 31, 1938
139. “Goodwill Dinner Tonight Planned,” The Pantagraph, April 19, 1938
140. “Good Will is Key as Beich Union Gives Party for Plant Officials,” The Pantagraph, April 20, 1938
141. “Goes to Convention of Confectioners,” The Pantagraph, June 3, 1938
142. “Beich Company Adopts Group Insurance Plan,” The Pantagraph, July 3, 1938
143. “Beich Sales Staff Meets,” The Pantagraph, July 15, 1938
144. “16 Employees End First Aid Course,” The Pantagraph, September 27, 1938
145. “Salesman Found Dead of Wound in Centralia,” The Pantagraph, December 16, 1938
146. “Miss McNulta is Bride of Paul Beich,” The Pantagraph, May 12, 1939
147. “Club Celebrates ‘Beich Day,’ Paying Tribute to Industry,” The Pantagraph, May 15, 1940
148. “Lunchson Given for Miss Essig,” The Pantagraph, August 23, 1940
149. “How Time Flies—Twenty Years Ago,” The Pantagraph, December 29, 1941
150. “Fire Extinguished,” The Pantagraph, December 1, 1943
151. “Dance Club Names Chaperons,” The Pantagraph, December 3, 1943
152. “Whitten Ends 50th Year in Beich Sales Work,” The Pantagraph, February 9, 1944
153. “Beich’s Plans Doubled Output, Salesmen Told,” The Pantagraph, August 9, 1944
154. “Ensign Beich Weds Glen Ellyn Girl,” The Pantagraph, July 7, 1944
155. “Births,” The Pantagraph, December 11, 1944
156. “Bloomington Helped Hershey Get Started in Candy Business,” The Pantagraph, October 24, 1945
157. “Milkman Strike Off; Dairies, Union Agree,” The Pantagraph, November 1, 1946
158. “Beich Strikers Set For Cold Picketing,” The Pantagraph, November 4, 1946
159. “Beich’s Union Settle Strike,” The Pantagraph, December 15, 1946
160. “Albert Beich Sr. Dies Suddenly at Glencoe,” The Pantagraph, September 30, 1948
161. “Beich Family Patriarch Immigrant of 1880s,” The Pantagraph, March 20, 1949
162. “Hospital Notes- St. Joseph’s,” The Pantagraph, September 9, 1949
163. “Suit Against Beich Company in Court Again,” The Pantagraph, May 22, 1950
164. “Business in Family 61 years had State Before Civil War,” The Pantagraph, May 30, 1954
165. “Otto G. Beich, 71, Dies at Brokaw,” The Pantagraph, December 8, 1964
166. “Whiz—it’s out of biz,” The Pantagraph, January 21, 1973
167. “Beich Legacy a Sweet One,” The Pantagraph, July 4, 1976
168. “Sweet Memories,” The Pantagraph, November 24, 2002
169. “Piece of history gutted,” The Pantagraph, May 26, 2005
170. Bill Kemp, “Bank weathered anti-German hysteria, Great Depression,” The Pantagraph, January 19, 2014
171. Candace Summers, “Local candy company maker of sweet Easter treats,” The Pantagraph, April 12, 2020
Information that can be found in Library and Archives not included in this packet
1. Joseph E. Crawford, Jr. The Paul F. Beich Company, 1854-1937: A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Master of Science. (Normal: Illinois State University, 1967)
2. Jacob Hasbrouck. History of McLean County, Illinois, Vol. 2. (Indianapolis: Historical Publishing Company, 1924) 845-847
3. S.J. Clarke Publishing Co. The Biographical Record of McLean County, Illinois (Chicago: S.J. Clarke Publishing Co, 1899) 130-133
4. Newton Bateman, LL. D., Paul Selby, A.M., Ezra M. Prince, and John H. Burnham, Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of McLean County, Volume II (Chicago: Munsell Publishing Co, 1908) 938-939
5. Edward Pierson and Jacob Louis Hasbrouck. McLean County, Illinois, in the World War, 1917-1918. (Bloomington: McLean County War Publishing Company, 1921). 44-45, 126-127, 130-131, 146-147, 164-169, 324
