Ella Lee Stokes
(1912-1996)
Researchers: Maria Mears, Denise Fries-Romack, Carol Straka, and Candace Summers
Year Featured: 2022
Materials Included in this Packet: 
1. Cem Walk summary of Ella Lee Stokes compiled by Carol Straka
2. Biography of Ella Lee Stokes by Maria Mears
3. Photo of Ella Lee Stokes, 1942
4. Research Check List compiled by Denise Fries-Romack, 2021
5. Life Summary of Ella Lee Stokes, compiled by Denise Fries-Romack
6. Bloomington-Normal Black History Project Participants Biographical Information questionnaire 
7. Bloomington-Normal Black History Project oral history of Ella Lee Stokes, 1987
8. City Directory of Summary of Arshell and Margaret Barker compiled by Denise Fries-Romack
9. City Directory Summary of Ella Lee Stokes compiled by Denise Fries-Romack 
10. “Ella L. Stokes,” The Pantagraph, April 21, 1996
11. “Funeral Services Today—Ella L. Stokes,” The Pantagraph, April 23, 1996
Newspapers –Pantagraph articles can be found on Newspapers.com or Newspaper Archive.com
1. “Negro Held for Threatening to Beat Up His Affinity,” The Pantagraph, September 13, 1919
2. “Has Husband Arrested,” The Pantagraph, April 19, 1920
3. “Bill for Divorce,” The Pantagraph, March 23, 1921
4. “Lincoln Champion Team Honored by Fine Celebration,” The Pantagraph, January 20, 1923
5. Lincoln Graduates Honored Guests at Picnic Wednesday,” The Pantagraph, May 26, 1923
6. Photo of Lincoln School basketball team (which includes Alfonso Stokes), The Pantagraph, January 19, 1924
7. “At Macedonia Baptist,” The Pantagraph, May 27, 1924
8. “Spellers to Compete at the Wayman Chapel,” The Pantagraph, April 9, 1925
9. “Interesting Talk is Heard by Pupils at Irving School,” The Pantagraph, May 22, 1926
10. “11 Colored Persons Are Caught in Raid,” The Pantagraph, February 27, 1931
11. “Mrs. Rosa Meaderds Dies at Home Here,” The Pantagraph, June 10, 1932
12. “Rush Funeral Held,” The Pantagraph, May 12, 1939
13. “Colored People Change Ball Date to Jan. 28,” The Pantagraph, January 19, 1941
14. “Miss America to Sing Jan. 28 at Colored Ball,” The Pantagraph, January 22, 1941
15. “Miss America to Sing Jan. 28 at Colored Ball,” The Pantagraph, January 23, 1941
16. “Colored Ball Nets Over $100,” The Pantagraph, January 30, 1941
17. “These Dancers Give to Worthy Cause—Have Good Time Doing It,” The Pantagraph, February 2, 1941
18. “Auxiliary to Entertain At Card Party Tuesday,” The Pantagraph, February 3, 1941
19. “Colored Ball Ticket Sale Opens Tonight,” The Pantagraph, January 21, 1942
20. “Make Colored Ball Plans,” The Pantagraph, January 25, 1942
21. “Colored Ball Starts at 9 P.M.,” The Pantagraph, January 30, 1942
22. “Mrs. Barker Returns,” The Pantagraph, January 10, 1943
23. “Offices Named for Auxiliary,” The Pantagraph, July 27, 1944
24. “Officers Named for Auxiliary,” The Pantagraph, July 28, 1944
25. “Local Bluejacket Aboard Destroyer,” The Pantagraph, December 29, 1948
26. “Returns To Ship,” The Pantagraph, August 2, 1950
27. “To Attend Elks Convention,” The Pantagraph, August 20, 1950
28. “Lost and Found,” The Pantagraph, October 11, 1950
29. “Hospital Notes,” The Pantagraph, November 8, 1950
30. “Women Slightly Hurt When Bus, Auto Collide,” The Pantagraph, June 29, 1955
31. “Justice of Peace Court,” The Pantagraph, September 19, 1961
32. “Hospital Notes—St. Joseph’s (Mrs. Arshell Barker),” The Pantagraph, May 31, 1963
33. “Hospital Notes—St. Joseph’s (Mrs. Arshell Barker),” The Pantagraph, October 27, 1963
34. “Hospital Notes—St. Joseph’s (Mrs. Arshell Barker),” The Pantagraph, November 3, 1963
35. “Circuit Court, Margaret Barker vs. Bloomington-Normal City Lines,” The Pantagraph, February 21, 1964
36. “Hospital Notes—Brokaw,” The Pantagraph, February 22, 1965
37. “Jury Trials Start Monday,” The Pantagraph, May 8, 1965
38. “Hospital Notes—Brokaw,” The Pantagraph, December 1, 1966
39. “Hospital Notes—St. Joseph’s,” The Pantagraph, December 8, 1966
40. “Mrs. Margaret Barker,” The Pantagraph, September 6, 1969
41. “In Memoriam,” The Pantagraph, September 10, 1970
42. “Arshell Barker,” The Pantagraph, April 3, 1972
43. “Arshell Barker,” The Pantagraph, April 5, 1972
44. “Williams auxiliary in membership drive,” The Pantagraph, May 9, 1973
45. “Alfonso Stokes,” The Pantagraph, January 2, 1975
46. “Redd Williams Auxiliary elects new officers,” The Pantagraph, July 11, 1975
47. “Thanksgiving aplenty—even on dreary day,” The Pantagraph, November 27, 1975
48. “Auxiliary to install new officers,” The Pantagraph, June 13, 1976
49. “Auxiliary to discuss fund raising ideas,” The Pantagraph, November 23, 1976
50. “Shoplifting charged,” The Pantagraph, August 31, 1978
51. “Shoplifting charged,” The Pantagraph, September 1, 1978
52. “Untitled—Ella Lee Stokes fined $50,” The Pantagraph, October 31, 1978
53. “Huff Infant,” The Pantagraph, February 19, 1980
54. “Rescue Runs,” The Pantagraph, October 3, 1980
55. “Road crew accident,” The Pantagraph, November 25, 1980
56. “Man killed along I-74,” The Pantagraph, November 26, 1980
57. “William Scott,” The Pantagraph, November 27, 1980
58. “Card of Thanks,” The Pantagraph, December 13, 1980
59. “Rescue Runs,” The Pantagraph, September 18, 1986
60. “Rescue Runs,” The Pantagraph, September 8, 1988
61. “Rescue Runs,” The Pantagraph, May 19, 1992
62. “Bloomington brothels popular with Chanute airmen in WWII,” The Pantagraph, January 15, 2012
63. “Quartet Serenades Partygoers at President’s Birthday Ball,” The Pantagraph, August 30, 2020
Information that can be found in Library and Archives not included in this packet
1. Beverly A. Smith. “Prostitution in McLean County, Illinois, 1883-1945.” 1999
2. Candace Summers. “Wet or Dry? McLean County, Illinois during Prohibition, 1920-1933.” 2005
3. Bloomington-Normal Black History Project oral history of Robert Gaston, 1986, pages 20-21 on the Red Light District in Bloomington.
4. Bloomington-Normal Black History Project oral history with Claude Hursey, July 22, 1988, pages 10-11 on the Red Light District in Bloomington.
5. Bloomington-Normal Black History Project oral history with Claude Hursey, March 30, 1988, page 23 on the Red Light District in Bloomington.
6. Frank Morn. “Prostitution, Police, and City Culture in a Small Midwestern City: A History, 1900-1960, Journal of Crime and Justice, Volume XIII, No. 2, 1990, pages 149-173.
