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Materials Included in this Packet: 
1. Summary of A.G. Erickson compiled by Candace Summers
2. Research Summary of A.G. Erickson compiled by Doug Williamson
3. Biography of A.G. Erickson, by Isabella Lethbridge, edits and additions by Candace Summers
4. Photos of A.G. Erickson residence (modern) and grocery store (modern)
5. City Directory Summary for A.G. Erickson compiled by Doug Williamson
6. “A.G. Erickson, Former Mayor, Dies in Hospital,” The Pantagraph, December 3, 1950
7. “A.G. Erickson Speaks Before Civic League,” The Pantagraph, December 1, 1915
8. “A.G. Erickson, 82 years young, recalls days as miner, mayor,” The Pantagraph, June 18, 1945
9. “Commission Form Era Was Eight Years of Progress,” The Pantagraph, April 28, 1923
Newspapers –Pantagraph articles can be found on Newspapers.com or Newspaper Archive.com
1. Sample Ballot showing A.G. Erickson as candidate for Alderman, The Pantagraph, April 15, 1899
2. “Death of Mrs. Erickson,” The Pantagraph, January 14, 1904
3. “Commission Form in Des Moines, Iowa,” The Pantagraph, February 18, 1914
4. “Commission Form A Proved Success,” The Pantagraph, March 16, 1914
5. “Mayor M.R. Carlson on Commission Form,” The Pantagraph, March 17, 1914
6. “Commission Form Suits Labor Unionist,” The Pantagraph, March 17, 1914
7. “Commission Rule Objections Answered,” The Pantagraph, March 31, 1914
8. “The Proof,” The Pantagraph, April 1, 1914
9. “Improved Plan For Doing City’s Business,” The Pantagraph, April 6, 1914
10. “A.G. Erickson for Commissioner,” The Pantagraph, January 18, 1915
11. “City Government Soon Under New Form,” The Pantagraph, March 27, 1915
12. “The Last City Council of Aldermen in Session April 3, 1915,” The Pantagraph, April 7, 1915
13. “How Will City Work Be Distributed,” The Pantagraph, April 7, 1915
14. “Commissioners Have One Day of Quiet,” The Pantagraph, April 28, 1915
15. “Garbage and Fire Department,” The Pantagraph, April 29, 1915
16. “Dr. Cavins Will Not Serve,” The Pantagraph, May 1, 1915
17. “We Are Now Under Commission Form,” The Pantagraph, May 4, 1915
18. “Hauling Forty Tons of Garbage Per Day,” The Pantagraph, May 6, 1915
19. “Fifteen Person Are Under Quarantine,” The Pantagraph, May 8, 1915
20. “Board of Health Meets,” The Pantagraph, May 8, 1915
21. “Inspect Sanitary Matters,” The Pantagraph, June 10, 1915
22. “Stevensonville Men Hold A Mass Meeting,” The Pantagraph, June 17, 1915
23. “The Council Holds A Busy Session,” The Pantagraph, July 10, 1915
24. “Attend Firemen’s Meet,” The Pantagraph, August 27, 1915
25. “Much Equipment Seen,” The Pantagraph, September 4, 1915
26. “Commissioner Erickson,” The Pantagraph, September 27, 1915
27. “Commissioner Erickson,” The Pantagraph, October 2, 1915
28. “Commissioners Dubious On Early Purchase,” The Pantagraph, October 23, 1915
29. “Much Excitement After Council Session,” The Pantagraph, November 6, 1915
30. “City Employees Must Assist The Police,” The Pantagraph, December 10, 1915
31. “Sanitary Conditions Are Satisfactory,” The Pantagraph, December 21, 1915
32. “Outliners Policy For The New Year,” The Pantagraph, December 29, 1915
33. “Issues 1915 Report As To Public Health,” The Pantagraph, January 3, 1915
34. “Attack the Ash Piles,” The Pantagraph, January 7, 1915
35. “Seek To Abate Nuisance,” The Pantagraph, July 29, 1916
36. “City May Purchase New Garbage Cans,” The Pantagraph, March 7, 1916
37. “City Officials to Take Junketing Trip,” The Pantagraph, May 27, 1916
38. “Council Hears Report on Fire Apparatus,” The Pantagraph, June 3, 1916
39. “Council Transacts Routine Business,” The Pantagraph, June 17, 1916
40. “City Health Board Acts,” The Pantagraph, September 2, 1916
41. “To Talk Smoke Consumers,” The Pantagraph, September 15, 1916
42. “Take Precautionary Steps,” The Pantagraph, September 22, 1916
43. “City to Defer Action,” The Pantagraph, November 29, 1916
44. “City’s New Motor Driven Aerial Fire Truck,” The Pantagraph, December 6, 1916
45. “Discuss Garbage Matter,” The Pantagraph, December 30, 1916
46. “City Council is Active,” The Pantagraph, February 2, 1917
47. “Asks Publics Indulgence,” The Pantagraph, February 21, 1917
48. “Want A County Hospital,” The Pantagraph, February 24, 1917
49. “What About City Parks,” The Pantagraph, March 3, 1917
50. “Want a Municipal Band,” The Pantagraph, March 16, 1917
51. “Plan to Shift Apparatus,” The Pantagraph, March 24, 1917
52. “Fire Prevention Day,” The Pantagraph, April 14, 1917
53. “Discuss Sanitary Affairs,” The Pantagraph, April 21, 1917
54. “$6,694 Left in Park Fund,” The Pantagraph, May 1, 1917
55. “Takes Engine To No. 3 House,” The Pantagraph, May 2, 1917
56. “Garbage Can Ultimation,” The Pantagraph, May 10, 1917
57. “Inspect the Paving Work,” The Pantagraph, September 6, 1917
58. “Organizes Precinct,” The Pantagraph, May 16, 1918
59. “Help City Clean Up, Says Com. Erickson,” The Pantagraph, July 25, 1918
60. “Wage War Against Spanish Influenza,” The Pantagraph, October 4, 1918
61. “Spanish Influenza, How To Prevent It’s Spread,” The Pantagraph, October 7, 1918
62. “Spanish Influenza All Over County,” The Pantagraph, October 11, 1918
63. “Red Cross to Aid Fight on Influenza,” The Pantagraph, October 11, 1918
64. “Chenoa Woman Dies From Influenza,” The Pantagraph, October 11, 1918
65. “The Influenza,” The Pantagraph, October 12, 1918
66. “Spanish Influenza—What It is and How it Should be Treated,” The Pantagraph, October 14, 1918
67. “Operators Scarce,” The Pantagraph, October 15, 1918
68. “A Quarantine,” The Pantagraph, October 16, 1918
69. “More Volunteer Nurses Are Desperately Needed,” The Pantagraph, October 17, 1918
70. “Flu Cases Increase, Disease Spreading,” The Pantagraph, October 17, 1918
71. “Stop Burning Leaves,” The Pantagraph, October 17, 1918
72. “Do No Fear Influenza,” The Pantagraph, October 22, 1918
73. “The Epidemic Hits Rapid Decline,” The Pantagraph, October 25, 1918
74. “City Hits H.C.L. For All Its Employees,” The Pantagraph, October 26, 1918
75. “Flu Ban To Life Friday Morning,” The Pantagraph, October 31, 1918
76. “To Discontinue Hospital,” The Pantagraph, November 2, 1918
77. “Tomorrow Last Day of Scott Hospital,” The Pantagraph, November 11, 1918
78. “School was resumed,” The Pantagraph, November 13, 1918
79. “Forty-Five Flu Cases At the Orphans’ Home,” The Pantagraph, November 14, 1918
80. “Influenza Is Still A Live Topic in City,” The Pantagraph, November 18, 1918
81. “Flu is Waning,” The Pantagraph, November 22, 1918
82. “Help for Influenza Patients in City,” The Pantagraph, December 2, 1918
83. “Health Inspector says Flu Losing its Pep,” The Pantagraph, December 12, 1918
84. “Influenza Headquarters Closed,” The Pantagraph, December 23, 1918
85. “News of the Day in Local Political Field,” The Pantagraph, January 16, 1919
86. “A.G. Erickson Candidate for Commissioner,” The Pantagraph, February 13, 1919
87. “Vaccination Advised But Is Not Ordered,” The Pantagraph, March 3, 1919
88. “The Five Men That Bloomington Should Elect,” The Pantagraph, March 28, 1919
89. “A Statement—Commissioner A.G. Erickson Makes Plain Presentation of Facts,” The Pantagraph, March 31, 1919
90. “Election Results,” The Pantagraph, April 2, 1919
91. “Health System First Question New Regime,” The Pantagraph, April 10, 1919
92. “Small Number Come to Talk Health Week,” The Pantagraph, April 19, 1919
93. “Clean-Up Work is Delayed By Strike,” The Pantagraph, May 13, 1919
94. “City Renews Consideration of Garbage Incineration,” The Pantagraph, May 27, 1919
95. Ray of Hope Shows Thru Garbage Piles,” The Pantagraph, May 30, 1919
96. “Health Director Succeeds Old Board,” The Pantagraph, June 7, 1919
97. “Practicing and Preaching,” The Pantagraph, June 28, 1919
98. “Williams to Act as Garbage Supervisor,” The Pantagraph, July 4, 1919
99. “Health Department on its Third Month,” The Pantagraph, August 8, 1919
100. “City Gets Check for B. & N. Franchise Fee,” The Pantagraph, August 16, 1919
101. “Smoke Nuisance Again to be Debated Friday,” The Pantagraph, August 21, 1919
102. “Damages for Injuries Comes From Pensions,” The Pantagraph, September 6, 1919
103. “How Shall Government Care for Drug Addicts,” The Pantagraph, September 19, 1919
104. “Garbage Question Upraises its Head,” The Pantagraph, October 4, 1919
105. “Want More Hydrants for Northeast Part of City,” The Pantagraph, October 11, 1919
106. “Inspection is Made of City for Fire Hazards,” The Pantagraph, December 18, 1919
107. “Sewer Necessity on Magoun Street,” The Pantagraph, December 31, 1919
108. “Council Passes New Roof Law,” The Pantagraph, March 27, 1920
109. “City’s Fire Loss $42,135 in Year” The Pantagraph, May 6, 1920
110. “Kill Move to Pay Fireman’s Bill,” The Pantagraph, May 15, 1920
111. “Garbage Crisis Faces the City,” The Pantagraph, June 19, 1920
112. “Opinions Vary on Stopping Fire,” The Pantagraph, July 9, 1920
113. “Mediation Offer in Coal Strike,” The Pantagraph, September 17, 1920
114. “Erickson Will Test Ordinance,” The Pantagraph, December 11, 1920
115. “Supervisors to Act on Hospital,” The Pantagraph, March 8, 1921
116. “Bill and Barney Gain 400 Class,” The Pantagraph, April 29, 1921
117. “Council Studies The Fire Station Appeal,” The Pantagraph, July 16, 1921
118. “Car Line May Be Extended S.W.,” The Pantagraph, July 30, 1921
119. “Mayor Suggests Water Rate Cut,” The Pantagraph, August 6, 1921
120. “Twenty-Four House Shift for Firemen,” The Pantagraph, January 10, 1922
121. “Commissioner Erickson on Important Committee,” The Pantagraph, February 28, 1922
122. “A.G. Erickson Returns from Moline Meeting,” The Pantagraph, March 11, 1922
123. “Delegates Home From Chicago Health Meeting,” The Pantagraph, March 20, 1922
124. “Gas Main Extension Denied Petitioners,” The Pantagraph, April 10, 1922
125. “Protest Removal of Two Carnine Houses,” The Pantagraph, April 11, 1922
126. “Will Make Survey for New Car Line,” The Pantagraph, May 4, 1922
127. “Fight Election Issue in Court,” The Pantagraph, May 24, 1922
128. “Order Election Issue to Court,” The Pantagraph, May 25, 1922
129. “Water Mains for Stevensonville,” The Pantagraph, June 21, 1922
130. “Act on O’Neil Issue Tuesday,” The Pantagraph, September 2, 1922
131. “Conference on Health is Held,” The Pantagraph, October 31, 1922
132. “Candidate for Mayor—A.G. Erickson,” The Pantagraph, January 13, 1923
133. “Firemen’s Bill Decided Success,” The Pantagraph, February 9, 1923
134. “A.G. Erickson Republican Candidate for Mayor,” The Pantagraph, February 24, 1923
135. “Card of Appreciation,” The Pantagraph, March 1, 1923
136. “Office Resigned by Mayor Jones,” The Pantagraph, March 24, 1923
137. “Pavement Work Will Start on W. Olive Despite Protests,” The Pantagraph, November 3, 1926
138. “Topics of the Day: Some Solution is due for the Long Standing Garbage Disposal Problem in the City,” The Pantagraph, May 5, 1929
139. “Men of Raymond School P.T. A. Present Program,” The Pantagraph, March 9, 1930
140. “League Elects Erickson,” The Pantagraph, March 21, 1930
141. “Four Seeking 2 Positions,” The Pantagraph, March 30, 1930
142. “Heavy School Vote Expected,” The Pantagraph, April 4, 1930
143. “Elected to School Board,” The Pantagraph, April 8, 1930
144. “School Board Vote Heavy,” The Pantagraph, April 7, 1930
145. “Board to See School Site,” The Pantagraph, June 3, 1930
146. “Scholl Site to be Chosen,” The Pantagraph, September 21, 1930
147. “School Board Meets Tonight,” The Pantagraph, September 24, 1930
148. “Old Routine Matters Will Be Taken Up at School Board Meeting,” The Pantagraph, September 26, 1930
149. “Schools Must Economize Rigidly Even if Special Levy Succeeds,” The Pantagraph, February 16, 1932
150. “Warm Battle Comes to End,” The Pantagraph, March 6, 1932
151. “Ericsson Republican League Members Vote to Meet in Chicago,” The Pantagraph, March 12, 1932
152. “Board Action Tonight Seen,” The Pantagraph, March 25, 1932
153. “Aid Is Asked of Merchants,” The Pantagraph, April 2, 1932
154. “Total School Vote Lower,” The Pantagraph, April 5, 1932
155. “Record Vote is Expected,” The Pantagraph, April 10, 1932
156. “Leading Events of Last Year in Bloomington Are Listed,” The Pantagraph, January 11, 1933
157. “$85,501 Cut in School Expenses Nearly All Taken from Salaries,” The Pantagraph, April 15, 1933
158. “Houser Joins School Race,” The Pantagraph, March 30, 1933
159. “Legal Notices: Advertisement to Bid or Invitation,” The Pantagraph, November 12, 1935
160. “R.A. Ramseyer Again Named,” The Pantagraph, April 10, 1937
161. “Still Confined to Home,” The Pantagraph, August 8, 1937
162. “Members of Board Guests at Luncheon,” The Pantagraph, November 30, 1937
163. “School Board Scans Budget Possibilities,” The Pantagraph, March 15, 1938
164. “School Board Will Draw Year’s Budget,” The Pantagraph, March 30, 1938
165. “Roy Ramseyer Again Heads School Board,” The Pantagraph, April 9, 1938
166. “B.H.S. Seniors Preparing for Commencement,” The Pantagraph, May 26, 1938
167. “Five Board Members Approve Instituting Junior High School,” The Pantagraph, June 25, 1938
168. “Edwards Patrons For Junior High, Oppose Razing,” The Pantagraph, October 7, 1938
169. “School Election to be April 3; Defer Budget,” The Pantagraph, February 24, 1939
170. “School Vote Will Be Held on Monday,” The Pantagraph, April 2, 1939
171. “Two Elected to School Board,” The Pantagraph, April 4, 1939
172. “Ramseyer Again Heads School Board,” The Pantagraph, April 8, 1939
173. “Board Proposes Early Decision on Junior Highs,” The Pantagraph, April 28, 1939
174. “Public School Contracts for Coal Let,” The Pantagraph, June 25, 1939
175. “Announced—Ericsson League Meets Saturday,” The Pantagraph, March 8, 1940
176. “Voters to Decide Tax Issue Tuesday,” The Pantagraph, March 25, 1940
177. “Anderson Heads New Organization,” The Pantagraph, April 3, 1940
178. “Committees Study School Addition Bids,” The Pantagraph, September 20, 1940
179. “B.H.S. Normal Football Teams Banquet Tonight,” The Pantagraph, November 26, 1940
180. “Champ,” The Pantagraph, July 8, 1941
181. “Redistricting Creates Hazards; Would Benefit,” The Pantagraph, April 30, 1941
182. “$113,675 Washington School Addition Accepted by Board,” The Pantagraph, November 2, 1941
183. “Pay Increase up to Voters,” The Pantagraph, February 27, 1942
184. “Five Men Enter Race for School Board,” The Pantagraph, March 11, 1942
185. “John Ericsson League Opens State Meeting,” The Pantagraph, March 13, 1943
186. “A.G. Erickson Life President of GOP League,” The Pantagraph, March 10, 1945
187. “Ericsson League Plans to Honor A.G. Erickson,” The Pantagraph, June 3, 1945
188. “Would Rename Olive Street,” The Pantagraph, November 28, 1947
189. “Great West Side,” The Pantagraph, May 21, 1950
190. “We Really Meant Great West Side,” The Pantagraph, May 23, 1950
191. “Calls Report of Sunnyside Unfair, Unjust,” The Pantagraph, May 23, 1950
192. “Funeral Notice,” The Pantagraph, December 3, 1950
193. “Erickson Funeral,” The Pantagraph, December 6, 1950
194. “Raymond to Contrast Old, New Buildings,” The Pantagraph, February 24, 1957
195. Bill Kemp, “Industrial Age’s Lifeblood Was Mined on West Side,” The Pantagraph, December 9, 2007
196. Bill Kemp,” West side coal company town had strong Swedish heritage,” The Pantagraph, January 4, 2009
197. Bill Kemp, “Coal miners toiled in dangerous, often deadly, environment,” The Pantagraph, September 6, 2009
198. Bill Kemp, “Ghost signs offer window to past,” The Pantagraph, January 16, 2011
199. Bill Kemp, “West Bloomington neighborhood once a coal company town home to Swedes,” The Pantagraph, January 3, 2021
Information that can be found in Library and Archives not included in this packet
1. Ned. E. Dolan and Richard M. O’Connell, ed. Revised Ordinances of the City of Bloomington, Illinois Commission form of Municipal Government. (Bloomington: Pantagraph Printing and Stationary Co., 1918) 21, 72-73
2. Jacob Hasbrouck. History of McLean County, Illinois, Vol. 2. (Indianapolis: Historical Publishing Company, 1924) 129-133, 906-907
3. Ernst W. Olson, Anders Schon, and Martin J. Engberg, ed. History of the Swedes of Illinois, Part 1. (Chicago: The Engberg-Holmberg Publishing Co., 1908) 213-214
4. Biography of Carl Gustav Hanner by Candace Summers, 2008
5. Clara Louise Kessler. Home Town in the Corn Belt: A Source History of Bloomington, Illinois 1900-1950 in five volumes, Volume I. (Bloomington: Self Published, 1952), 120
6. Karen Walters, “McLean County and the Influenza Epidemic of 1918-1919,” Illinois State University History of Illinois 259, April 11, 1980, 32 pages.
