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Bloomi ngton ~Normal

t The rumors you’ve heard are true

Thanks

This issue is in your hands
thanks to: Val (coordinator),
Sue, Melissa, Deborah, Su51e,
Laurie 8., Dave, Laurle H.
Michele, Ralph, Joe, J.7.
Bumper, Chris, Cindy, Margaret
Peg, Kay, Chance, Cathy, Bill,
Sugie J., and Laurie D,

Hard times at the Post Amerikan

"In the last couple of years, the-
‘mumbher of hard-core Post staffers
has dwindled. Those of us who are
gtill here have become increasingly
overbooked, both with the tasks of
"those who left and with external
"¢commitments.

This year, we are reaching a ecrisis
‘point. Several of our central :
workers are leaving, and some others

are profourdly burnt out and need
-to pass on some responsibility. In

. S ANTI-BASHING LAWS:

effect, the Post collective is
being cut in half, at best.

The cutcome of this is that we need
you. And without you, we will have
to shut down. Without you, the
September igsue will be our last.

We're taking the summer off to
regroup and. try to drum up-new
bodies and new energy. We'll be
having a couple of community
meetings this summer, and then in

In this issue:

BREEDERS RUN AMUCK

Gays need pretection from assault; straights need

contraception.

4-5...TALKIN' SANDANISTAN REVOLUTION BLUES
Our own Fred Jones makes good ag revolutionary, movie

star.

0.....NERVE GAS

One of the best-censored stories of 1986.

7?se¢+..FOR THE LOVE OF ANIMALS
‘Briefs about snow leopards, grizzlles. conders, and

20 On.

8-10..AIDS

No. it's not about helpful a331stants.

11-14.HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

.8nippets from pur flrst 15 years of publlcation.

15... .3ETTLEMENT LETS" PEACE GROUPS IN HIGH SCHOOLS;

‘LETTERS

ADS CABLE COMIX

16-17. COMMUNITY NEWS: HANFORD CHEMICAL PLANT CLASSY FRIED?

18—19.THE NEW SOBRIETY
No fun.

20....PERVERSE IDEAS; 'COORS BANNED IN BOSTON
Oppression and growth; beer and politics.

21....ERA; GM

Equal Rights Amendment has real prom:se, GM has

false ones.

22-23.MANTRA MASH '87 ARTIUCK; PASSED NORMAL REVIEW
The local art and music scene thrives.

24.., .POST-AMERTKAN: SOLID PAST, SHAKY PUNCTUATION

Moving?

oving.
When you move, be sure to send us your
new address so your subscription gets
to you. Your Post Amerikan will not
be forwarded (it's like junk mail--no
kiddingl!). Fill out this handy form
with your new address and return it

to us, P.O. Box 3452, Bloomington,
IL 61702.

Good numbers

August, we will have to decide
whether the September issue will be
an integration igsue for the old
and new Post gstaffers, or the final
issue of the Post Amerikan.

Please call the Post for information
about the first community meeting
if you want to work to keep it
alive., We need you.

--Chris, for the Pbst collective

Post Sellers

BIQOMINGTON
Amtrak Station, 1200 W. Front
.The Back Porch, 402 N. Main
. Bekery Bane, 901 N, Main =
-Bloomington Public Library (in front)
-Bus Depot, 533 N, East
,Common Ground, 516 N. Main :
;Gonvenient Martl.Emerson and Main °
"Front and Center Building - '
Hit Shed, 606 N Main. :
_Hungry House, 103 W. Jefferson
Taw and Justice Center, W. Pront St.
Lee St. (100 N.}
‘Main and Miller Streets .
:Medusa's Adult World, 420 N, Madison
_Mike's Market, 1013 N. Park
“Mr. Domut, 1310 N. Park
Pantagraph (in front),
& 301 W. Washington
2The Park Store, Wood & Allin.
iPeople's Drugs, Oakland & Morrlsey o
»Red Fox, 918 W. Market . :
-Su51e s Cafe, 602 N. Mzin
.S, Post 0ffice, 1511 E. Empire-
i {at exit)
.5, Post Office, Cen+er & Monroe
Upper Cut, 409 N, Main .
Wash House. 609 N. Clinton .
Washlng Well, E, Front St.:.~-

A@BM&L

tAvanti’ s. o7 S Main

Big Rudy's, 107 E. Beaufort

ISU University Union, 2nd floor
Hovey Hall, ISU .(in front) :
Midstate Truck Flaga, U.S. 51 north
Mother Murphy's, 111 North St.
North & Breoadway, southeast corner
White Hen Pantry, 207 Broadway

- (in front)

AR e o

Alcoholics Anonymouc ....... Ceeen 828 5049
American Civil Liberties Union,454--7223
Bloomington Housing Authority..829-3360

Clare House (Catholic Workers) .B828-4035

Comnunity for Social Actien....452-4867
Connection House....iveuuvnan . .829-5711
Countering Domestic Vioclence...827-4005
Dept. Children/Family Serv:ces g28-0022

Draft Counsellng............:..452 ~504¢6
HELP (transportation for senlor
citizens, handicapped)...... 328-8301
111. Dept of Public Aid...... .+ B27=4621
111. Lawyer Referral....... 800-252-8916
KaleidoSCOPEaesevenansnnssarans B28-7346
McLean Co. Health Dept...... ... 454~1161
Mid Central Community Action...B829-0691
Mobile MealS.cuvea-nenaarnnoans B28-8302
Mcl,ean County Center for
Human Services....essness '.827=5351

National Health Care Services-- _
abortion assistance, 1-800-322-1622

. = P b e bRy
b . R - T Bari

Nyclear Freeze Coalition..,....828~4185

Occupatlonal Development :

" Center....u.. ewwararua vee.828-7324 -
Operation ReCyCle.  viverascneas. 828~0691
Parents ANONYMOUS....evrarasans 827-4005
PATH: Personal Assistance Telephone

Help. . iuieeoninonessoacusanae B27-4005

O i rsannnanennasannas 800~322-5015
Phone Friends......e... Cennesen 827-4008

Planned Parenthood....medical..827-4014
bus/couns/educ..827-4368

Post AMEYrikaN...evevoavrnns B28-7232

Prairie State Legal Service....827-5021
Prairie Alliance....vvuevenenns 828-8249
Project 0Z...vv..n . 827-0377
Rape Crisis Center.v.uerarnuse . 827-4005

Sunnyside Neighborhood Center..827-5428
TeleCare {senior citizens).....828-8301
Unemployment comp/job service..B27-6237
United Farmworkers support..... 452-5046
DPIC . iuevivuvnncasncnensasannen B27=-4026
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Rick Garcia was buying a can of

tuna in a supermarket when his

suit ceat brushed the coat of the
man behind him. Gracia said, "Excuse
me." Then all hell broke loose.

The man started screaming at the
top of his voice, "You faggot,

you homo. I"m going to bash your.
face in. I'm going to break your
jaw. ’

Garcia called police, who tock the
man and Garcia to the police

- station. In the parking lot the
homophobe was still yelling, "That
faggot. I don't want his AIDS."

That was the second attack that
Gracia experienced last February.
He is the director of Catholic
Advocates for Gay and Lesbkian
Rights in Chicago, and his open-
ness has made him vulnerable

to the raving crazies who think
it's okay to threaten and beat
up on gay people.

. In early May, the National Gay
and Lesbian Task Force released

' a survey showing the number of

- complaints of violence it receiv-
" ed in 1986 more than doubled from
the previous year, to 4,946

from 2,042, .

About 70 percent of the complaints
involved insults or threats, but
there were also "80 homicides

in which the person's -homo-
sexuality appeared to:be a rel-
evant factor," the report says.

Because of this alarming

increase in anti-gay violence.
legislation has been intreoduced

in the Illinois General Assembly

to allow a judge to impose a
tougher sentence if the motiva-
tion for an assault was the sexual .

orientation of the victim. Re-
action to this and other anti-gay-
bashing measures has been swift
and negative.

Newspapers, like the Bloomington
Pantagraph and the Chicago
Fribune, which usually have to be
threatened with a cattle prod to
print stories about gay people,
lost no time in coming out against
thegse laws. Thelir position is.
that an assault is an assault, and
that we don't need special legis-
lation to protect gay people.

But it’s curious that these editor-
ials don't say what should be done
Lo stem the increase in anti-gay
violence. They disingenacusly
recommend enforcing the existing
laws against assault, without
showing any awareness that it's
often the cops who are doing the
fag-bashing.

It may indeed seem to many right-
minded people that we don't need
any extra laws to protect gay
pecople--that we just need better
enforcement and moxe awareness.
The problem with that view is that
it ignores just how strong anti-
gay hostility is in this country. .

Most of our society's institutions
are anti-gay: the govermment,

the churches, the courts {(remem-
ber the Georgia scdomy law?), the
medical profession, the schecols.
We need something official, on

the bocks, that says it is not

all right to beat up on gay
people.

In April the newsletter of the
so-called Moral/Liberty Federation
devoted most of its space to AIDS
and homosexuality. The coverage
included this statement written
by Jerry Falwell: ™"AIDS is a
lethal judgment of God on the
sin of homosexuality, and it is
also the judgment of God on
America for endorsing this vul-
gar, perverted and reprobate
lifestyle."

AN AS CHRISTIANS WE musT REMEMBER...
LOVE THY MEIGHBOR. ... UNLESS,
OFCOURSE, HES A FAG/

When influential religious leaders
make remarks like this--and they
do it all the time--they fan the
flames of anti-gay prejudice and
send a clear message to many '
Amerikans that it's all right to
knock gay people around. It's
time we had some official support

to counteract this wvicious gay-
baiting.

Why we need anti-bashing laws

Laws serve a number of purposes—-—
and one of the them is symbolic.
What this society needs is for
more of its institutions to go
on the record against anti-gay
feelings and for the rights

of gay people. Only a few com-
munities in the country have
anti-gay discrimination statutes;
only one state (Wisconsin) has
such a law.

Sure, if there was more education
and awareness and across-the-board
enforcement of existing laws, that
would help solve the gay-bashing
problem. Tt would alsoc help if
churches and politicians and
educators and judges and police
chiefs and newspapers and rock
stars and professional athletes
.and other movers and shakers in
our country would stand up for

gay people once in a while, and
come out in favor of gay rights.

But I don't see that happening.
In faet, it's currently hip to
be anti-gay: one member of the
pob-rock group the Beastie Boys

" said right out in a recent inter-
view "I hate faggots.”

If we can get an anti-bashing
law, I say let's take it. We
need something.

--Ferdydurke
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Rampant heterosexuality is

threatening to bring down the
Republic. Breeder marines sell state
secrets to commie chippies. Breeder
candidates sell out their campaign
supporters for another roll in the
sack. Breeder preachers sell their
souls and their considerable treasures
on, earth to hush up the sin of

‘smashing commandments (seven and

ten specifically).

{I used to think that PTL stood for
Pass the Loot, but I recently read
that ‘it means. People That Love.
Indeed.)}

Can't these people control their
sexual urges? I don't understand why
the government hires straight people,
or why we let them hold public office.
It is obvious that they are 'a danger
to the country and too untrustworthy
to be given any kind of responsible
position. (Most of them don't know
the first thing ahout matching

fabrics with wallpaper, either.)

Quite qléarly, heterosexuality is an

Fhvhﬂnhhbﬂdlfujuvﬁunwdm

Breeders run amuck

objective disorder which is self-
ihﬂnlgept. Although the particluar
inclination of the heterosexual
person is not a sin, it is a more or
less strong tendency ordered towards
an intrinsic moral evil. Besides, it

produces too many bambinos. (The

~ world population increases by 149

every minute: think about it.)

While I myself deplore vioclent malice
toward heterosexuals, I must point
out that when the government

protects this kind of behavior, to
which no one has any conceivable
right, then it is not surprising

when irrational and viclent reactions .
increase.

So, hey, if you want to bash a
breeder for 014 Glory, it's no skin
off my aspidistra. (And while
you're at it, get in a coupla kicks
for Tammy Faye: anyone who wears
that much make-up has got to be a
drag gqueen.) -

=-Ferdydurke
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~ Report from Nicaragua

Post Note: In Jamuary, Fred Jones,
long-time friend of the Pogt, made
an extended visit to Latin America
He returned just a few weeks ago,
albeit a little worse for the wear
. {good luck with that hepatitis,_Fred!),
and brings us this account of his
stay in Nicaragua. By the way, look
for Fred's motion picture debut in-
"Walker” coming this summer to a
theater near you.

I decided to go to Nicaraugua without
any organized group, without any
affiliations, because I didn't want to
get a guided tour--I didn't want
anybody to show me only what they
wanted me to see. I had an invita-
tion from the mayor 'of Bluefields in
the province of Zelaya to come down
and work on a construction project
that involved remodeling an old
building into a sports center for
kids--so they would have something to
take their minds off the war. But
when I got there the materials weren't
there; therie's a shortage of materials
due to the war.

I entered the country in February and
I went to Somoto, which was the first
town that I came to, about 35 kilo-
meters from the Honduran border. I
asked around to see if it was safe to
stay in the park,.and the soldiers )
and the police said it was fine--that
there was a military base right across
from the park, 8 school for young
military inductees. The next day I
ran into all kinds of people who were
there visiting their relatives. Boys
from 17 to 25 have to do two years in
the military and every 14 days the
relatives were allowed to come visit
the kids. I was invited to go in to
“the military base; got to walk on with
my camera, was introduced to some of
the young soldiers and their families.

During the day in the park 1 asked
arcund to find some of the loecals whe
had actually participated in the
Triumph--the Reévolution of 1979--and
who could explain some of the local
history. I wanted them to show me the
kind of progress that's been made since
the revolution, and show me some of the
mistakes, as well. I was given the
names of two people and I went and
looked them up. I got to Know them
cver the next several days.. One of
them was a member of the local junta
"(kind of like the city couneil) and

he invited me to -stay with'his family.

Through him I got to go to different
union meetings and I worked with a
loecal union-labor collective--car-
penters, laborers and masons. I
worked with them for about a week

Talkin’
Sandanistan
- Revolution
Blues

- factory.

- military.

w

doing the foundation for a ceramics
‘They're trying to bring
back a lot of local industry. There's
been a lack of development in their
country and some of their native crafts
and native industry had been pushed
asgide by manufactured products from
outgide. I alse worked with a co-
operative that's involved with the
agrarian land reform program. . For
four days I made adobe blocks that
will be used for a school building

and eventually that would be used to
build homes for members of the
cellective. I alsc volunteered to
work for a day picking tobacco in a
resettlement community, which was

alse involved in the agrarian land
reform. This was a group of about
seventy-six families.. They have a
tractor and an irrigation pump, which
they have gotten through some kind of

loan incentive.

In 1979 the Somoza dynasty fell, which
was a family that had ruled the
country for close to 45 years. His
national guard was overthrown with
him; and that national guard had
brutally suppressed and tortured
people for years, which made them
quite unpopular with the people. So
there wasn't any real support for the
The organized resistance
that came to power in 1979 had been
organizing for generations; they had
been fighting ever since the imposit-
ion of the Somoza dictatorship back

in the thirties. This Somozan National
Guard left after the triumph of the
revelution and scattered all over the
world, but mostly in Latin America.

In the meantime, while he was in exile,
Someoza was assassinated.

When the Rezgan administration came to
power, they implemented a plan to
overthrow the Nicaraguan Sandinistan
government and basically replace them
with the Somozan National Guard
because the Somozans would be more

- receptive to- multinational corpora--

tions based in the U.S. Reagan also
imposed an embargo against Nicaragua
to attack their economy.

I think that those kinds of policies
do more to create the kind of govern-
ment that Reagan says he doesn't want
Nicaragua to have. I think they put
more pregsure on the Sandinistas to
moeve 1n that direction because they
are forced to defend their historical
revolution, both philosophically and -
militarily. They can’'t buy or sell
anything to or from the United States,

" their homes.

‘peasant farmers out in the countryside ;

ana they have to get their arms from
someone. Naturally, they get them
from Eastéern Bloc countries, and since
they hayve to pay for those arms, they
set up trade alliances with those -
countries. It inevitably moves those
countries, like Nicaragua, or, in the
past, Cuba, in that direction.

If the United States would cease
military aggression against Nicaragua
gnd then make friendly overtures ang
open up normal business relationships, .
I think that Nicaragua would become a
true and dear friend to America. I
don't consider them an enemy of the
American people or American business.

The whole three months I was down
there, I never ran into anti-American
sentiment. I ran into numbers of
people who had a variety of opinions
about their own government and our
government. But when pecple would

talk about America, they would make a
strong differentiation between the
American people and the American govern
ment. The American people were not
Perceived as an enemy within Nicaragua’
by the Nicaraguans, no matter what '
politieal persuasion they had. I just .
didn't encounter that. I travelled

© quite extensively and placed myself in.

a variety of situations. met people in’

‘I could walk down the s
street in Semoto and people would say
"Hello™ and ask me where I was from;
"they'd talk to me.

Often times they'd invite me in for

- something to eat even though they were

really poor and suffering. When
pecple have something and can share
it, that's something; when people
don't have something and they still
share what they don't have with you,
that's incredible. The people I
encountered, from the simplest peasant -
farmer to educated people in Nicaraguan
soclety, were telling me they don't
want this war--"go back, tell the
American people to try and stop the
government's funding of the Contras.”

Military actions

I met people who were quite conger-
vative that.basically supported the
political ideology of the..Contras but
who didn't support the military
actions of the Contras. The Contras’
military actions largely consist of
attacking the simple "compasine" or

In Socmoto, I met a compasino farmer
and his wife, who told me about one of
the neighbor families who had, just a .
few days before, been attacked by the

D et ISR



Contras. One night, the Contras
surrounded the house, which wds just a
stick house with a .tiA roof, and they
1it it on fipe.. he whole family--
mother, father; and twé young children--
all died in that attack. o

The statistics on who dies&at the

hands of the Contras show that the
largest group to be attacked is the
compasinos, and@ then health care
workers, teachers, and students: all
people who can demonstrate the progress
¢f the revelution. The Contras are

not really trylng to engage the
military.

I think one of the things the Reagan
administration is worried about is
that the Sandinista Revolution will
succeed, and give an example of a
moderate revolution in this hemisphere.
The Reagan administration cannot
tolerate that, because if one country
can successfully break away from this
system of neo-colonialism that they're
trapped in, then other countries could
gee that example and they might
p0531b1y consider breaking away as
well,

Under their new constitution, the
Nicaraguan people have a pluralistic
economy where they take some of the
best concepts of scocialism and free
enterprise and create a synthesis of
them. And if they can successfully
eliminate that conflict between east
and west, or communism and capitalism,
. then that’'s a very frightening thing
for the powers that be. They feel
threatened by that. For instance,
after the Somozan dynasty fell, under
the Sandinista land reform system all
the arable land that had been held by
the Somoza government was freed up and
redistribvuted to landless peasants.
Many of these people operate within a
free enterprise model, but they
collectively pool some of their
resources. They operate within. a
nixed economy. So although they
organize themselves collectively, and
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acquire loan guarantees collectively,
the final product belongs to the
individuals of the cocllective, and
they can market their own goods as
they see fit.

Against the current

The Sandinista goverrnment has made
incredible progress in the eight years
they've been in power. That's no
small feat when you're just a tiny
third world country swimming against
the current of a worldwide system.

The{ ve implemented literacy campaigns,
i

¢ health care institutions,
construection projects, schools, and
sewer systems. These are things that
don't sound like a lot to you, but
they really are huge accomplishments
for them.

But even on terms of the basic neces-
sities,. there is an incredible amount
of suffering in Nicaragua due to this
war. Shortages are everywhere,
because they lost access to the
largest market in the world--the United
States, the world's supplier of food
and agricultural techhology. But I
wouldn't say that we have driven a
wedge between the Nicaraguan people
and their government. There's immense
support from the people for the
Sandinista govermment, maybe made even
stronger by Reagan's policies. They
understand the shortages. Most people
make the analysis "Well, the reason I
don't have this is because the United -
States is attacking us. They have to

put over 60% of their economy into

defense because of this war. That's a
lot for a small country. It's teking

Cits toll.

I met some Vietnam vets in Guatemala
who work or have worked as mercenaries.
They told me that they have a standing
invitation to go down and train
Contras.

The Contras do not have the support of
the lecal people in Nicaragua. In my
vigit'I just didn't find any support
for them. I found indifference, and 1
found people who were not enchanted

You are cordially invited to attend the

POST-AMERIKAN FUNDRAISING DINNER
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with the Sandinistas, and those who
were anti-Sandinista, but they were
anti-Contra as well.

Earlier on, the Contras tried more
direct military tactics--coming in
force from Honduras, making direct .
attacks. But they were losing very
heavily and were strategically
defeated. BSo they've adopted new
tactics. They'll infiltrate the
country in small groups of 5 to 10
People, staying in sparsely populated
areas, and they will rendezvous at
certain coordinates where air drops of
armg and supplies will be made. And
they'll attack their target and then
break up into small groubs again and
sort of melt away into the jungle or
mountains.

You have to realize these are people
who have been struggling against
invasion from the cutside and
oppression from the inside since the’
turn of the century. I spoke to
people in the resettlement camps.
man told me how his daughter was
killed, He asked me to g0 back and
tell my people to try and stop ocur
government from arming the Contras.

One

I talked to another man who was 62
years old. He remembered when he was

a boy of ten, how his family fought
atlongside Sandino against U.S. forces
when they had intervened before. He
remembers his grandfather's house

being bombed by U.S. planes. He
demonstrated against the Somozans in
the 70's and he went to prison for it.
He ghowed me the scars on his legs
where he had been tortured by the
Somozan National Guard. And he sdays
that if the U.S. intervenes again,

even though he’s 62 years old, he'll
get out and fight. Every member of

his family had been personally

impacted by ocur support for the Somozan:
regime. I remember him holding up his
granddaughter and telling me, "This is
our future. This is our future.”

-=Fred Jones
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Nerve gas research
in residential neighborhoods

Post note: This article was nominated
for "Best Censored Stories of 1986."

In 1983, residents asked the Cambridge,
MA city council to investigate reports
that Arthur D, Little {ADL), Inc¢. was
testing chemical warfare agents within
the city limits. A committee appointed
by city council found that "storage and
testing of these chemical warfare
agents within the densely populated
city of Cambridge in the quantities

and concentration used by ADL is
inappropriate.”™ The committee

reported that in a worst-case accident
at ADL's laboratory on a summer

evening when the adjoining disco and
bowling alley were crowded and when
fans were watching a softball game at
the nearby field, 25 to 40 pecple

would be killed.

As a result, the Cambridge commissioner
of health in 1984 prohibited ADL's use

of nerve gas and blister agents within

the city limits. ADL, of course,

- appealed, but during the summer of

1985, the Massachusetts Supreme Court
ruled that the ban was valid and-
enforceable., Neither ADL nor the
Pentagon has appealed this state
decigion to the U.S. Supreme Court.

This story may scund like science
fiction, but the same thing is
happening at universities and private
research laboratories around the
nation. Since chemical warfare funding
has -increased five times to $400 mil-
lion in Fiscal Year 1985, some
researchers are falling over themselves
to get a piece of the action.  New
laboratories are being constructed in
residential neighborhoods. without the
knowledge of the communities,

Margaret Erickson of Gaithersburg,
Maryland, for example, discovered that
Geomet Technologies had been doing
research with nerve gas only 100 yards
from the local elementary schocl since
1383. Representative Michael Barnes
{b-MD), whose district includes the
Geomet laboratory, said, "The Army has.
indicated that, in effect, it has no
policy with regard to the location of
the testing facility."

Daniel Grossman, a member of the North
Cambridge Toxic Alert, said: “Some
cpponents charge that  the budget. for

. chemical and biological warfare (CBW)

is growing faster than creative ideas
on what to pursue. Others charge that
there is no ethical justification for
working on the most efficient means of
killing ever developed by humankind.
And local activists have focused on
the dangers that CBW research centers
might present to densely populated
neighborhoods. "

--RECON Network

Chemical warfare contractors

ALABAMA

Southern Research Inst., Birmingham (1)
Univ. of Alabama, Birmingham (2}

" ARKANSAS _
National Center for Toxicological
Research, Jefferson {2)

CALIFORNIA

Stanford Research Inst., Menlo Park
(1) (2}

Systems Science & Software,

San Diego
(1) (3)

Univ. of California, Davis (2)

Univ, of California, Los Angeles (2)

CONNECTICUT
Univ. of Connecticut, Storrs (2)

GEORGIA
Medical College of Georgia, Augusta
(2}

ILLINOQIS
Illinois Institute of Technology,
Chicago (1}

INDIANA
Purdue Research Foundation,
West Lafayette (2)

KANSAS
Univ. of Kansas, Kansas City (2)

LOUISIANA
Louisiana State Univ,,JNew Orleans (2}

MARYLAND - .

Bendix, Baltimore (1)

Dynamac Corp., Rockville 2y

Geomet Technologies, Gaithersburg (1)

Johns Hopkins Univ., Baltimore (2]

Uniformed- Services Univ. of Health
Sciences, Bethesda (2)

Univ. of Maryland, Baltimore (2}

MASSACHUSETTS
Arthur D. Little, Cambridge {1}

MICHIGAN o
Univ. of Michigan, Ann Arbor (2}

MINNESQOTA
Univ. of Minnesota, Duluth (2)

Univ. of Mississippi, Jackson (2)

MISSOURT

Midwest Research Inst. -¢ Kansas City
(L) (2) (3)
Rohm & Haas, Kansas City (2)

NEBRASKA

Univ. of Nebraska, Omaha (2)

NEW JERSEY
New Jersey Medical School, Newark (2}

" NEW MEXICO
Los Alamos National Laboratoriés,
Los Alamcs (1)

NEW YORK

Calspan Advanced Technology Center,
Buffale (1)

Chamical Compounding Corp., Riverhead

(1)

OHIOD

Battelle Columbus Laboratories,
West Jefferson (1)

Battelle Medical Research & Evaluation
Facility, West Jefferson (1)

Univ. of Cincinnati, Cincinnati (2}

OKLAHOMA,
Univ. of Oklahoma, Oklahoma City (2)

PENNSYLVANIA

Mine Safety Appllances, Murraysville
{1}

Pennsylvania State Univ.,
University Park (2)

Temple Unlv., Phlladelphla {2}

TENNESSEE .
inilv. of Tennessee, Memphiz (2)

TEXAS

Baylor College of Hedicine, Houston
(2) :

Southwest Foundation for Research and
Education, San Antonioc (2}

Southwest Resaarch Inst., San Antonlo
{2) L

Univ. of Texas Medlcal Schcol,
Galveston (2) ~~. - <= cague oo o0

Univ. of- Texas; San Antonio {2} - e
.

PR

VIRGINIA

Me?;fal College of Vvirginia, Rlchmond

WASHINGTON

Battelle Pacific Northwest Laboratory,
Richland (1)
{l1) Laboratories certified to work
with full-strength chemlcal '
warfare agents.
Laboratories contracted to work
with diluted chemical warfare
agdents during 1984.
Accidents: Midwest Research
Institute had individuals exposed
to mustard gas {(HD) on Qctober 29,
1981, and on February 19, 1983;
Systems Science and Scoftware had
nerve gas (GD) released into the
laboratory on January 21, 1985.

(2)

(3)

{Table prepared for the RECON NETWORK
from information provided to Horth
Cambrxdge Toxlic Alert by the U s. Army
in July 1985.)

Photo essay

. March on Washington
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For The Love of Animals

Snow leopard, grizzly, California condor, necessary for life, and feeding statioms By the way, my Animal Villain award em-
Eastern bluebird - all seriously endangered, are appreciated, For birds such as wrens phatically goes to the W. Putnam, who
not from polsons or guns or cruel traps. and bluebirds, housing provides sanctuary doomed his former faithful pet to intold
The most deadly threat to their future is where nature is lacking. _ danger and loneliness.

loss of home and habitat.
There were once vast populations of

T T T T NPT
Humans haVE|made an effort to rectify many animals, supported by a rich and boun— _ .
of the atrocities they have visited on entire tiful land. Man camnot usurp their place There is an unfounded rumor that this may
populations of wildlife. Bison onmce more without trashing the integrity of his own be the final episode in Post Amerikan
graze beslde pronghorn on protected grass- existence. As another contemporary philo- reportage. This would be & Frigging
lands. Moose are being transplanted to sopher reminds us, extinct ésfforever. we shame, for where else could I have spoken
moose—l:;suua:ngi ?e: wolves hunt the :;:;nz:gzianETPDHSibility elore we are of my environmental and animal concerns?
swamps es rginia. . .

. he 1 ¢ th p q c As T sald earlier, extinct is forever, and
et the lessens of the past decades o : while the Post could rise Phoenix-like in
kkhFhRARRRIRK KKK .
envircomental rape have taught us nothing. lainialaisiiei sl sl bttt the event of such a demise, inertia is
For centuries, people had, if not a part- heartless anchor. Such a ;estraint c:al:la
nership, then an uneasy truce with nature.

Nature stood strong against ineffectual efforts To Kris and Angile 5. goes my Anim:l Eer° hobble and erip efforts to étart again.
toward "progress." Hand tools and sweaty of the Month award. It began with the _
labor made little difference to nature's ageless  usual traglc spring saga - Mother Bunny is :zie:::r%{h:rgfzezﬁziuzér:r:t::z'?Ehgzz
vitality. slaughtered by 2 marauding mutt, leaving gain’
_ 2 nest of helpless babies. Sevem tiny spoken their minds with one enduring
hope: that they can make a difference-—-
With the induseria? revolution, earth lost blind bunnies which need constant warmth
- == s . . in attitude and action. That closed minds

its advantage. The labor of many was reduced and irequent feeding. Enter our heroes.

ge. 4 p may open. That compassion might bloom.
by machine horsepower, und nature quailed Armed with eyedropper and tiny nursing
before a modern Prometheus. bottles, they battled to give these orphans

I have written from my heart on é very
personal subject, this abiding love and
respect for all life, and I hope that in

. a future.
Eons of pristine grassland was furrowed

and churned by "sodbusters." Virgin timber As so often happens, one by one the babes _
were mowed from the landscape to create died of the complications to which they %ﬁinio:: ;32212 :;zcgﬁilzniszaizvzhought
pseudo-grassland when the true had been succumb. Tt was certainly not for lack of otherwise known of the animal outrages
‘claimed by corm and soybeans. Don't kid trying - multiple nightly feedings, heat and victories that occur daily. We
ﬂ?urs:ivesgi}ilingis:nii- W:;d g:asses pads, tears and prayers. are all soldiers in the battle agalnst
h::eebaﬁz St::: : w:ree:lea:n ndm::e::— Krig could no more close her eyes to ignorant and needless suffering, and ‘
e ' e a4 the plight of these innocents than I our gtrongest weapon is public aware-
water. : : . could. There is at our new home the _ _ness, for in darkness and blindness
Many native species of the population —- ebandoned product of the previous ten- are the worst attrocities performed.
£ — lawed) . - :
£ £4 ¢ ant a lovely spayed (and dec _
:::;:#ﬁo::: ::;::e:n:y s::zg; ::::ng:riind marmalade kitty. This vietim of So it  1s with the Post. If and when
Wative Americans had lived as stewards ;o thoughtless neglect does not deserve it dies, its enlightenment will flicker
thelr worid; enter the’ Europeans who con~ such treatment, for she was apparently out, leaving a dark void of ignorance
a and Jundered P a pampered housepet and knows not the and misinformation. You know the Pan-
.qﬁere plundered. = ways of the street. tagraph.doesn't have the desire (or the
’ : " guts) to address many of the .concerns
; ieagant t t hildlif Prair k o : . . :
! :%:t o; Peor;:pin:pires bo:h :he é;ti:;st I capnot close my eyes to her needs. of conscience that has always been a
‘and pessimist-in me. One side mourns all - We féed her and give her water, but ' Rost hallmark. .
hat h - t _ our own pets will not accept her in _ . ' -
:a:uragiedizzzp:;::: arieziggzzzu:sp:: le - “thedir new home., If you have room in If_you mourn the desth of this "hippy"
Left ® 7" your heart for a sweet little lady cat, inacitution, MAKE SOME NOYSE! Call,

" - please call the Post office and Leave - wrlte, send a contribution, volunteer
Once an abandoned strip mine, left to ' word ‘on the recorder for Becky. It your time. This open journalistile
izach under sun and snow, the land was may be a while before I get back to you, forum could soon be barred to you, and

'reclsiund by a private party, seeded but someone checks messages occasionally that truly ia a frigging shame.
@Pﬂ sectioned, and tranformed into z and will pass it on. (Is this shameless o _
hiaven of refuge. Native animals once solicitation or what?) : : . o
again herd and hunt, awim and play and ) : RAF_
nake love. Lo

Spring and early summer are great there,
when rhe follage is still sparse enough
to catch a glimpse of bobcat or cougar,
the panting grin of coyote and wolf,
often nursing their young. The elk
calves and white-tail fawns bound through
the tall prairie grass. -And the wild
residents, the squirrels, songbirds and
bunnies live as they always have.

Crisp autumn and winter days take on a
special poignancy. Fall foliape blazes
over flelds and ravines, and 1its leafy
bounty carpets the paths. Snowy days
are a treat, especially the sun-sparkled
powder days. Otters toboggan and tumble,
bison snort and stamp, and the laden
boughs dump their loads on wisitor and
resident alike.

I wax lyrical. Wildlife Prairie typifies
all that conscious conservation can achieve
if one person Just tries. Yes, it took vast
resources in time, money and effort to build
on the ruins of industry. But it took

one person's vision to realize success.

Active participation in the fight agaimst
habitat depletion is needed as well. The
raze-and-burn method. of land management:
is eriminal. Hedge-rows and wooded lots
must remain to provide shelter for wild-
life. TInterstate right-of~-ways, unmowm
and natural, support countless resldents
{though I shudder at the thought of

them as highway victims), Warm days
often bring hawks, hovering on the
thermals, seeking hapless rodents.
Nature's ageless drama plays itself

out for a motoring audience.

Common Ground- has a wide selection of wholesome foods,
natural body.care products, vitamin and mineral sup-
plements, and bocks for organic cooking and healthy
living.

By selling many foods in bulk, Common Ground reduces
Your costs on nuts, flours, spices, grains, snack
mixes and many other items. You may also purchase
just- the amount you need! Come see the gourmet
coifee beans and fresh produce section as well.
Experience a new and healthler way of llfe'

You and ‘1 can create smuitable habitat,

even within the confines of urban 1life. . .,
Flowering bushes angd: fruit—bearing vines,
tangled brambles and grassy tussocks

-provide shelter and. food for small crea-

tures a.nd songbirds. Fresh water is R * smdw‘oyg W W1W5 S'ulmml(‘_ N

c¥ an addltlonal savings of 10% on all purchases,
. you may purchase a dlscount card for an annual fee
~of $10.00.
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AIDS: Present and past

The history of AIDS as a major
public health problem is rather
brief, Acquired Immunodeficiency
Syndrome was initially i1dentified in
the United States during mid-1981
~hen. young, previously healthy men,
with theretofore previousTy rare
forms of pneumonia and cancer became
17T with these diseases.

In 1984, it was discoverd that AIDS
is caused by a virus. French
researchers labeled the virus
Lymphadenopathy Associated Virus or
LAY while American researchers named
the virus the Human T-Cell
Lymphotropic Virus, type 111 or
HTLY-1II. In June 1986, the virus
was renamed the Human Immuno-

- deficiency Virus or HI¥, Presently,
it is estimated that 1 - 1,5 mitlion
" people in the United States are
“infected with HIV.

The history of AIDS as a Tocal
public heatth concern is even more
recent. Communicable Disease Section
staff began attending numerous AIDS
retated training seminars in 1984,
These ‘seminars and training
sessions, conducted by the Il1linois

Department of Public Health and
other health agencies, asststed
Department staff in learning more
about the disease and implementation
of local progranms.

During August of 1985, the inevit-
able impact of AIDS was felt locally
as the first case was reported te
the Mclean County Health Department.
The local AIDS program was stepped-
up in scope through numerous meet-
ings and phone conversations with
the IDPH during QOctober of 1985 to

.establish the McLean County Health
departwent as an alternate antibody
testing site, FeolTowing Board of
Health action, the McLean County
Health Department officially began
antibody testing and counseling on
March 1, 1986.

Under IDPH guidelines, antibody
counseling and testing is conducted
on a strictly anonymous basis.
Clients are identified by number in
order to avoid compromising con-
fidentiality and creating barriers
to access. Following is a summary of
the first year's activities of the
MciLean County Health Department HIVY
Antibody Testing Site.

McLEAN COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
HIV ANTIBODY TESTING SITE
March 1986 - February 1987

PRE-TESTING COUNSELING SESSIONS
Scheduled 94

Completed 33 of 94 (88%)
Cancelled/

not completed 11 of 94 (12%)
TESTING

Completed 75 of 83  (90%)

Kot Completed 8 of 83 (10%)

POST-TEST COUNSELING

Completed 72 of 75 {(96%}
Cancelled/ .
Not completed 3 of 75 {(04%)

ANTIBODY TEST RESULTS

Reactiver 4 of 75 {5.3%)
Nonreactive 70 of 75 (93.3%)
Equivocablex* 1 of 75 {(1.3%)

*Reactive-same serum sample
reactive to two Enzyme-linked
Immunocsorbent Assay (ELISA} tests
and one Western Blot test.

**Equivocable~same serum sample
reactive to two Enzyme-Tinked
Immunocsorbent Assay (ELISA) tests
and borderline reaction to one
Western Blot test.

It is the firm belief of AIDS
experts that testing alone does very
tittle in preventing the trans-
mission of the disease. A major
focus must be placed upon reaching
individuals whose behavior places
them at risk for AIDS. The goal of
such program emphasis is to counsel
and educate persons at risk with the
intent af effecting changes in
community programs pn AIDS reaching
B54 county residents. During the
first three months of 1987, twenty-

-four AIDS-related programs have
already reached $58 people.

A counseling and testing grant
received from IDPH during Octaber of
1986 allowed for enhancement and
expansion of counseling and testing
and proviston of additional outreach
activities in MclLean, Woodford, and
Livingston Counties, Efforts are
targeted toward individuals with
high risk behaviors including:
heterosexual, homosexual, bisexual
sexual contact with persons infected
with the AINS virus or at risk for
AIDS, IV drug users, hemophiliacs,
and those receiving blood trans-
fusions prior to March of 1985. Much
of the additiona) outreach has been
conducted by part-time personnel
hired with the grant funds.

Further during October, a number of
health carefsocial service providers
and concerned citizens met to
discuss the need for a local task
force to establish, consolidate and
unite' community resources to address
the AIDS issue on a loca) tevel., As
a4 result of this initial meeting,
the McLean County AIDS Task Force
was organized for the purpose of
addressing social service, medical
and educational needs within the
community. Through the Task Force, a
speakars bureau was organized to
meet the community's need for
informed local presentations on the
topic of AIDS. :

Although McLean County has not seen
a disproportionate number of AIDS
cases, the County may have experi-
enced four AINS related deaths and
revealed five positive or borderline
HIY antihody tests through the
alternate site. With such a small
data base to review, few conclusions
can be drawn with regard to trends.
We do know, however, that rates wilt
double nearly annually unrless more
research and program efforts are
fFoerthcoming.

--MclLean County Health Department

S denies

The Pentagon has issued contradic~
tory statements as controversy
grows over allegations of a bio-
legical warfare connection to AIDS.

On March 30, the Soviet news agency
TESS repeated earlier reports of a
study by two East German microbio-
logists, Jakob and Lilli Segal,’
concluding that AIDS was caused by
a genetically-engineered virus.

The Segals argue that the virus

may have been created and spread
accidentally by the U.S. Army's
Biological Warfare Laboratory at
Fort Detrick, near Frederick,
Maryland. According to this theory,
the virus was experimentally inject-—
ed around 1977 into "volunteer"
prisoners, who after several months
with no symptoms, were released and
unknowingly spread the disease.

' The Soviets have also cited two

other doctors, one British and one
North American, who maintain the
BIV virus, considered by many to
trigger AIDS, could only have been
c¢reated by laboratory splicing of
two infectious animal wviruses.
However, the doctors, citing
several medical journal articles,
believe the AIDS virus may have
been created in civilian, rather
than in Military, laboratories en-
gaged in cancer research.

U.S. military and diplomatic spokes-
people have repeatedly issued heat-
ed denials of the Soviet charges,
labeling them "an insidious dis-
information campaign." But in
elaborating their denials most re-
cently, Pentagon officials have
admitted a Ft. Detrick role in AIDS
research, and have also contradict-
ed each other.

The Philadelphia Daily News report-
ed on February 18, 1987, that Col,
David L. Huxsoll, chief of the U.S.
Army Research Institute of Infect-
ious Disease at Ft. Detrick, told
a Press conference his facility
had begun assisting the National
Institutes of Health with AIDS re-

"IN CENTRAL ILLINOIS

OPEN NIiGHTLY 'TiL 4AM.
PRESENT THIS AD AT THE BAR
FOR A DRINK. LIMIT ONE PER
CUSTOMER PER NIGHT
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search. "We are now loocking at the
anti-ATIDS possibility of materials
at our laboratory," Huxsoll re-
portedly said., In denying the
Soviet charges, the official add-
ed, "Studies at the Army lab-
oratories have shown that the AIDS
virus would be an extremely poor
biclogical warfare agent." No
further details of these studies
were provided. :

However, according to the New York
Times of April 8, a Pentagon re-
port on AIDS only acknowledges

Ft. Detrick's role in testing the
drug ribavirin against AIDS, claim=-
ing that the lab "had no other in-—
volvement in AIDS research." The
government document reportedly
added that "the Ft. Detrick facility
never conducted any experiments
with the AIDS virus in the course
of its earlier biological warfare
research."

What neither statement mentioned
was that Ft. Detrick's involvement
in AIDS resaarch is not & recent de-
velopment. Since 1983, the
"Frederick Cancer Research Facility"
-~the allegedly "civilian" part of
Ft. Detrick--has done such work as
part of the AIDS Task Force of the
National Cancer Institute (NCI},
directed by Dr. Robert Gallo.

For years, this fact has been
openly discussed, though not
publicized, in Congressional
budget hearings. It resurfaced
during the recently settled law-
suit against the NCI and Gallo by
the Pasteur Institute in Paris.
Galleo, an award-winning research
scientist, was accused of using
Pasteur's specimens of HTLV-III
{now called HIV} to falsely claim
credit for "discovering" the virus
and to c¢laim the royalties from
the HIV antibody blood test.

On February %, 1987, lawyers for
the Pasteur Institute were to
present in court two different
copies of a letter sent from
sclentists at Ft. Detrick to
Gallo's lab concerning HIV virus
research. In one version, cer-
tain key information had been,

blacked out. As the British ma-
gazine New Scientist of February
12 reports, "the copies of the

letter provide powerful evidence

. that someone has tampered with

scientific data." Pasteur law-

.yers were preparing to demand to
gsee original documents from Ft.

Detrick.

However, at that point Gallo and
the NCI agreed to settle the suit
by sharing credit for "discovering"
the HIV virus with the Pasteur
Institute. On March 31, U.s.
President Ronald Reagan and French
Prime Minister Jacques Chirac an-
nounced the settlement, which
splits the profits from HIV anti-

body tests between the. two countries.

It was the first time Reagan had
ever publicly uttered the word
"AIDS" since the epidemic was

named in 198l. The gquestion of the
the altered letter was never pur-
sued.

The Ft. Detrick installation has
a forty-year history of biological
warfare (BW) research. 1In 1969,
President Nixon claimed that the
U.S5. was ending its BW program
and Ft. Detrick would@ be con-
verted into a National Cancer
Institute laboratory. But a re-
cently settled lawsuit by the
Foundation on Economic Trends, a
Washington-based environmental
group, forced the Department of
Defense to admit that secret BW
research continues at Ft. Detrick
and 127 other government and
university sites around the
country. On February 17, 1987,

the Federal Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia approved the
settlement requiring all such
BW labs to prepare environmental
impact statements within 21

" months. One of the activities

acknowledged toc be occurring

at Ft. Detrick was the creation
of new viruses by genetic en- .
gineering.

The nited States' historical use
of biological and chemical warfare
against so-called “enemy" coun-
tries has been well documented.
Among the poiscnous agents unleashed
by the U.S. military were anthrax,
plague and yellow fever in North
Korea in the 1950s, Agent Orange
{a.highly-toxic herbicide) in Viet-—
nam in the 1960s, African Swine
Fever in Cuba in 1970 and 1980,
and dengue fever in Cuba in 1981.
Often these toxins were sprayed
from the air; the African Swine
Fever virus was brought in on .
foot by CIA~employed Cuban exiles
who infected pig feed with it.
{See Covert Action Information
Bulletin, Summer 1982). In each
case many people became seriously
i11 and some died. More recently,
Nicaragua has been investigating
the possibility that the 1985 out-
break of dengue fever along its
Honduran border may have resulted
from the release of infected
mosquitos by U.S reconnaissance
overflights.

The East German study alleging

a BW origin to AIDS has been
covered pericdically since 1985
by the international press, but
rarely by the U.S5. mainstream
media, However, after the re-
newed TASS publicity on March
30, the Associated Press put the
story, accenting the U.S. denial,
on its North American and in-
ternational wires, and it was
reported by CBS on Dan Rather's
evening news broadcast.

Continued on p. 10

Is AIDS a designer disease?

Under the currant US administration
. biological warfare research spending
has 1ncreased 500 percent, pr1wa11ny
in the area of genpt1' enq1neer1ng
of new disease orgdn1sns

At a House Appropf1atrons hearing in-
1969, ithe fNefense Department’s Bio-
-logical Warfare divisiun reguested
Funds to develop, through gene-
splicing, a new disease that would
resist and break down a victim's
immune system, "Within the next 5 to
10 years it would probably be )
possible to maka a new infective
micro-organism which could differ in
certain important-respects from any
known disease-causing organisms,
Most important of these is that it
might be refractory to the immuno-
logical and therapeutic processes
upon which we depend Lo maintain our’
relative freedom from infectious
disease," {See "A Higher Form of
Killing: The Secret Story of
Chemical and Biolsgical Warfare" by
R, Harris and J, Paxman, Hill and
Wang, pubs.)

AIDS was first diagnosed in 1981, 12
years after the requested funds were
appproved.

It is significant that the "dis-
covery"” of the AIDS wvirus {HTLVY3)
was anncunced by Dr. Robert Gallo at
the Natioral Cancer Institute, which
s on the grounds of Fort Detrick,

Maryland, ‘a primary JS Army bio-
logical warfare research facility.

The AIDS epidemic emerged full-blown

in the three U5 cities with
organized gay communiiies before
appearing anywhere else, including
Haiti or Africa where it is supposed
to have originatad, This is epide-
minlogically absurd.

Before dismissing the possidbility
that a US Army Biclogical Warfare
facility would participate in geno-
cide, remember that the eatire
structure of the US military-
intelligeace establishment was
completely overhauled and reoriented
with the importation of hundreds of
top nazis ¥nto key positions
following WW II. There's no proof
those nazis ever gave up their
longterm goals of conquest and
genocide, just because they changed
countries, Fascism was and is an
international phenomenon. (See
"Project Paperclip” by Clarence
Lashy, Atheneum 214, NY, and
"Gehlen: Spy of the Century“ by E.H.
Cookridge, Random House.)

_Alsa, homosexuals were the first to

be exterminated in Nazi Germany,
before the Jews, so fewer people
would object.

After WW II, the US$ Army protected
the Japanese germ warfare unit, that

killed 3;000 people, fram pros-
acution on war crimes charges, in
exchange for sharing their research

‘data with their US counterparts. And

not long age it was widely pubti-
cized that the US Army's Biclogical
Warfare unit had in 1959 conducted
dispersal tests with live germs, on
unsuspecting civilians in the San
Francisce Bay area. So we're not
dealing here with perople who care
about your health.

The dangers of overpopulation have
been exhaustively described for at
teast thirty years. But the abvious
"solution" of population reduction
thraough wass exterminations, and who
might be pursuing that, has seldom
been examined.

Evil is hard to coenfront, especially
on the preposterous sca]e we have
here. If we acknowledge the presence
of those who think their only hope
for survival of their kind is to
ki1l off two thirds of all the other
kinds, and their ability to manage
it, we then pretty much have to do
ometh1ng about it.

--Reprinted fram NOW WHAT, issue
one, March-April 1987 ($2
$10/year) c/o Waves Forest
PO Box 768, Monteray, CA 93942
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is-education

| Ignorance is fatal

As moted in the Pantaqraph on Tues.,
May 7, a number of AIDS-related bills
supported by the so-called "pro-family"”
or "right-to-life" lobbies came up
before the I1llinois House Elementary
and Secondary Education Committee on
the previous day. These bills would:
“ban school clinics from distributing
contraceptives, require the teaching
of sexual abstinence until marriage,
and prohibit the teaching of 'safe’
(sic) homosexual sex practices."

On the bright side: the Committee
chucked the contraceptive-related
bills. @Given the current political
mood, that is no small victory.

The bad news: the bills requiring
that abstinence be taught in the
schools (HB1225) and banning safe-sex
education (HB1226) went through, and’
will be coming up for a vote some time
SOON. :

These bills successfully combine both
the repression of differences and the
short-sighted naivete that the "pro-
lifers" are so famous for. Let's look
at them one at a time, shall we?

So they want teachers to teach
abstinence in the schools. And that's
supposed to work--that's going to keep
post-pubescent teens, each one of them
a small wvat of bubbling hormones, out
of each other's pants. Right.

Do I%E remember being a teen? Then
surely you remember the "it can't
happen to me" rationale that even
fairly well-educated teens seem to be
possessed of. Look at the number of
teen moms. Look at the number of teen
pregnancies even during more repressive

Health Dept. issues
AIDS policy

The McLean County Board of Health,
at its March 18th meeting, adoplted 2
comprehensive policy regarding the
Health Departmentts role in the
control of Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS}. The
policy outlines the Department’'s
emphasis in the areas_of testing,
education and counseling.

High priority within the palicy
ctatement is given to the Health
Department's ongefng effort ;o
provide risk reduction education to
individuals exhibiting high risk
behaviors. High risk behaviars
include: engaging in sexual
relations with more than one
partner;, certaln homosexual/bisexuatl
activities, and IV drug use,

Other educational efforts are
directed toward health care
providers, emergency services
professionals, law enforcement
personnel, correctional warkers,
human service agencies, schools and
the general public. :

Two items were added to existing
Health Department policies. First,
the Board of Health approved the
Department providing disease
prevention devices, such as gondoms,
to persons counseled within its
program. Second, the Board of Health
stated its intent to ensure the
pravision of other Health Department
services to individuals who have
tested positive for the HIV
antibody, and who quatify, so long
as such service provision daes not
present a clear health risk to
client ar staff.

The intent of the Board of ﬂea]th's
policy is to make a definitive
deciaration to the public of its
crucial role in stemming the spread
of this deadly disease. The AIDS
policy was adopted by unanimous vote
of the Board.

SO S-O- -

eras than this. Telling teens to be
good doesn't work. Preaching at them
is even less effective.

So, they're going to tell 'em to keep
their pants on, and then they're going
to purpesely undereducate them about

what practices are and aren't safe.

thing to be uninformed and parancid
about,

But it is, of course, only the bad
kids who screw around anyway,
especially when they've been told
not te. So, hey, they deserve it,
right? God's punishment, right? °

Bl DeORE

Let's face facts: there are no
"heterosexual"” and "homosexual”

sex practices. Most sex practices

can be, and are, practiced by people

in all of the varying persuasions. So,
to say that they're not going to teach
"homosexual” safe sex to the kids seens

to mean they're not going to teach any
safe sex. Period.

Great. So the teens who've been told
to stay out of each other's pants, and
didn't listen {and don't kid yourself,
that's going to be a lot of teens)
won't have any idea what they can do
safely and what they can't.

And since the emphasis is still on
homosexuality, despite the rising
number of heterosexuals who have
gotten the disease from each other,

the kids who prefer the opposite sex
will probably think they're safe. 'Til
it's too late. Whoops. Sorry, kids.
And the gay teens, who have enocugh
problems already, what with homophobia
and their own hormones, have one more

' PROGRESS? 1985 A4.D

As Phyllis Schlafly's Springfield
spokeswoman Kathleen Sullivan told
the Pantagraph, "There isn't a kid
who is promiscucus who isn't sick in
the mind or the body." And maybe
she’s right. But is that because
sex is inherently bad? Or because
people like Ms. Sullivan put so much
energy into making kids feel evil and
ignorant about something that is,
after all, a perfectly normal part
of life?

If we want to raise intelligent,

- responsible, alive kids, we have to

teach them all that they need to know
to survive and thrive, and we have to
teach them how to make their own
decisions based on that information.

Denying teenagers information crucial
to them, and then using that lack of
information to scare them into
following someone else's decisions

is not only dangercus, to all of us,
it is also profoundly immoral.

=-=Chris M.

- - - O A-C - OO U -

U.S. denies . ..
Continued from p.9

Over the years, gay newspapers .
have periodically speculated about
BW theories. So have some right-
wing journals, In fact, the two
doctors cited by the Soviets, John
Seale of London and Robert Strecker
of Los Angeles, ircnically hold ex-
treme right-wing views. They be-
lieve that the AIDS wvirus, rather
than being a product of U.S. BW re—
gearch, was engineered in Soviet-

Anstigated cancer research exper-

iments and then spread with Soviet
complicity to attack the U.S5. pop-
ulation. Seale's theories have
been publicized by Lyndon -~
LaRouche's organization, known for
its racist, anti-Semitic and anti-
gay views. :

~--Bob Lederer-
Reprinted from Gay Comminrity News

Rape Crisis Center
of McLean County

AND FAMILIES.

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS.

WE'RE A NON-PROFIT VOLUNTEER GROUP WHOSE MAIN PURPOSE IS TO OFFER
ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT TO VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT AND THEIR FRIENDS

FEMALE VOLUNTEERS ANSWER OUR CALLS, BUT BOTH MALE AND FEMALE
VOLUNTEERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR CRISIS ASSISTANCE, INFORMATION AND-

If you want to talk to one of us
Call PATH
and ask for the

Rape Crisis Center-

827-4005
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ENDERVESS AND VIRILITY,
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Welcome to our little town

All things Amerikan
God fails to destroy Post-Amerikan

3
ING & LEFTIST DDESN'T -
%\E’:IHN AUTDMPTICALLY BEING

BEATNST EVERYTHING, Y'kNDW!

Singers
‘read
the

?HaT’s A LDAD
DFF MY MIND!

shot of a naked narc,

page 2.

Murdoch acquires Post-Amerikan/

There'll be some changes in the for- vho's nuking who. Bland economic T

mat of this paper now that millionaire forecasts are as dead as last week's 5

publisher Rupert Murdoch has bought marine. ‘

it for an undisclosed sum rumored to h P t

be as high as three figures. "Headlines . . . you gotta grab the read t e os
eye. You guys are way too downbeat. .

Murdoch himself could not be reached Loock at this cover: nice graphic,

because he was busy selecting the if you biz it up a bit with some

"Bake of the Week" photo for the Times color, but the head is nowhere--

of London, but a spokesperson for him "Revenge of the Cabbage Patch Kids."

said that the Post Amerikan needed a I mean, c¢'mon! For something like

number of style changes.

garabber: "Tots Slash Dozens in Toy
"First off," said the spokesperson, Orgy." See what 1 mean? Now that'll
"more color. Lots more. Purple sell papers."
lettering will really grab the eye.
And pics, tons of pics. Something to Post Amerikan staffers Ferdydurke,
hold the interest. We plan to run a Phoebe Caufield, and Marshall Law,

full front, picketing outside the paper's main

every month, plus a Ms. Demeanor on office, told this reporter that they

"And the format has got to change.

Post

Wig stands

this you need what we call a nut-

ON LON-BUT WEEK- EAD:HERDUMTS A%E MADE,
GRAPHICS SELECTED, AND THE WHDLE SHESRNS
IS PASTED DowN.

were considerinyg founding a rival
pubilication of their own.

Why does Willie Wigstand read the Post-~ Y0U MEASURED NG
No more of this wimpy ce;ebral junk. "Wg‘revnot sure what to call it," Amerikan? "For the polyester ads, " THE PRGE WRDNE!‘.L N
If you're gonna talk politics, go Sald Phicebe. "Maybe the Pre- says Wigstand, 23. "The Post has e s R
T i i ; ed., " : ‘o X
ﬁiiléxt/:a miniﬁoﬁﬁﬁi?aﬁficiiiiféon-& EREeETae always had the very best in PO}YeStera R ;
go over. éirt sells, man! Your "Or the Post Bail," said Ferdy. . parFlcularly in ski masks: It sh. B
average Joe Liberal wants to know Eglfi paying attention to the little things
--Scaramouche that makes the Post the best rag
S —— 7 around."

County jail warden tells reporter:

“If you print that, I'll cut your balls off”’

“Feminine Hygiene”

- A Dangerous Myt Hi-tech babies in Bloomington-Normal
Urinary tract infections: no honeymoon

Sheriff

King  PHOTO CONTEST

You ARE
WHAT You EAT,

WINNER

Response to the Sheriff King give-
a~caption-to-his-photo contest was
phenomenal, and it was a difficult
task selecting a winner. Some of the
criterion judges used involved rele-
vance, conciseness, and good taste
(and no wisecracks about that last
item please).

Winner of .the contest, Allan Suther-
land of Normal (see photo left for
caption) will be getting his free
subscription starting with this
issue.

Second place goes to "anonymous" for
his/her entrys "I need a new MEG
agent; hope I cgn get him out,”

Third place goes to Robert Lambert of
Bloomington, who wrote: "Ever since
this Mickey Mouse trial started, my
lunch breaks have been getting shorter
and shorter,”

Honorable mentions go to:
Timber Ridge Tomato Ranch, Roanoke;j .

Marty Hartley, Menard;
Dean Patrick, Bloomingtqn.

Moron Majority runs rampant
ISU white students storm city hall over party issue

Why does well-known capitalist folk-
singer Georgie Glop read the Post-
Amerikan? "For the bank ads," says
Glop, 36. “Great inspiration, and I
s A can use a lot of the interest rates
g:;tl:l“leu? \ R in my lyrics."

WONT Firs

Falwell wants your baby!

CIRERKER

INTERVIEWS

WHAT'S THE

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
A LAWYER AND

AN ANGRY CHICKENZ

WAIr A
MINUTE !/
ONE STE PR
CLOSER AND

I BLow VS

ALL To Bars
WITH THESE
TITS‘I.I

Berlo resigns!
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Clinton creates
need for vigilance

Dear Fost Amerikan,

Because Llinton was not prevented,
the best we ¢an do is ko start
planning nnw for vigilant watching
of Ctinton, Just like at ather
facilities, a near-accident aor
accident is inevitable. When
emissiogns come, so do a rise ina
birth defects, miscarriage, and
other harm to us all. As one
concerned witn bhivth, 1 asik that all
of us fricus on keeping damage from
nuclear pow-r at as low a level as
possible,

The inertia was with the building of
Ciinton - a lot of good people tried
but did not succeed in preventing
it. Perhaps now gradually enough
people in this area will be
sensitized ta the dangers of nuclear
technolagy. The earth is not suited
to nuclear technology - ! strongly
believe, even now, pro-nuclear
people will someday realize this,

We must
public

insist an close supervision,
input, and publicity about

daily happenings at Clinton.

In solidarity,
Sue Frizzell

Feedbark

An unidentified reader sent us this
response t¢ cur well-loved "Your dog
eats better than this hippie"
subseription ad.

- ——q
} Yes, I want to support a Post rikan
[J Leftist propagangist PO Box 3452
[} Gay activist Bloomington, IL
61702

M’'Deluded nut ‘ihhhmj h\rM
[0 Depressed feminist " et "
Wy Seng me a subscrigptiom, 3
m"h dﬁ "é“hﬂg Send ne a Poct Amerikan or
__ Punk RoCker T-shirt, $7

. S M L HL
% xGot no money, but I like you.
En.Le ﬁ&4b‘hj
N:me T .
1 L Hown ASA.
2ddress . Crty sktate zip i

Letter(s)

- Search for
- family roots

Dear Post Amerikan,

in the early to mid 2nd half of the
1800's, some of my ancestors' family
settled in Bloomington for awhile.

If any descendents are stiil there
and recognize the following short
history of this family, it would be
greatty appreciated if they would .
contact me, as we need their story
and other information we don't have,

"John Mahany married Hanorah
McCarthy Hayes, a widow with 2
children, in Ireltand. They immi-
grated to New Brunswick the next
year (1834) leaving the child, John,
in Ireland, and bringing Mary Hayes.
After moving to Buffalo, NY, Mary
married James Callahan, moved to
Alton, then to Bloomington, IL and
later to Hudson, Twinsburg, and
Cleveland, OH. Their oldest daughter
was named Mary Ann. -Denis Henry,
horn on a ship coming over, went
sguth ta work, fought with the
Confederatas in the Civil War and
was kilted in the 1lst battle of
Fredricksburg in 1362. Jerry George
moved and raised his family in the
mining area west of Denver, 0. His
oldest son was named Frank Albert.
Anna eventually settled in Clear
Creek Co, CO in 1865 as a teacher.
She married Harry Elder and raised
her family in Denver. Ellen was
raised by the A.C. Moore family, -
married John . Groves and moved to
Herkimer, NY. Albert Daniel came
also to reside in Colorado,
ultimately building his home and
raising his family in Fruita, CO."

Many of Albert Daniel's, Jeremiah
George Mahamry's, and Anna Elder’'s
descendents surely still Tive in
flenver and western Coloradn, and
some of Mary Callahans sither in
IMingis, Ohin, or L{oclorado. We
everyone's persoanal knowledge, old
latters, papers, or photps that may
give us clues to help us complete
tnis history and pinpoint this
family's beginnings in Ireland.

naed

Piease can any of you help? WHWrite
to: Lois N. Pope, 6310 Foothills,
Farmington, NM 8740Ll. Thank you very
much.

Sincerely,
Lais K. Pope

BE A STAR

in your own Post-Amerikan T-shirt!

Turn heads
as you walk
down the street!

r-----C LIP -N -SEND=S v ru mn i S8

YES, I crave the fame and glory
a2 Post-Amerikan T-shirt will
bring me! I can‘t live without
it. In fact I'l]l just die if I-
can't have a Post T-shirt! ]
Tnelosed is my check for $6.00,

Thank .you. You've made my life
worth living again.

Circle Size 8 M L XL,
Name
Address

Clty, State, Zip

Clip-n-send to Post-Amerikan, P.O.

Box 3452, Bloomington, IL 61701,
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Settiement
lets peace
groups into
high schools

The Committee Opposed to Militarism
and the Draft {(COMD) reached a
comprehensive settlement with the
Grosameont Union High School District
in a dispute over paid advertisements
in student newspapers. As part of the
settlement filed with the Federal
District Court on April &, 1987, COMD
will have the same right as military
recruiters and the Selective Service
System to place advertisements in
student papers.

This is not only a victory for LOMD
and other peace groups, but also for
students, who have a right to receive
alternative information on . military
service. This settlement improves
their ability to take advantage of
that right. It also helps ensure
that the First Amendment rights of
student journalists will not be
tramgled on by over—zealous school
administrators.

The case originated from a 1982
decision by the Grossmont school
;district to ban paid advertisements
by CCMD from all nine of its high
school student publications. COMD,
which was then known as the San Diego
Committee Against Registration and the
Draft (CARD}, had heen placing .

- advertisements in various school paper

offgring young people information on
their rights and options regarding
draft registration.

COMD brought suit against Grossmont in
federal «court and requested a temporary
injunction while it waited for a trial.
After this injunction.was denied, an
appeal was made to the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals. 1In June 1986, the
appellate court ruled that the lower
court had abused its discretion and
that a preliminary injunction should
have been awarded.

This ruling was based on the
court's determination that "mili-
tary service is controversial and
political in nature." The court
further stated: "Here, the school
board permitted mixed political
and commercial speech advocating
military service, but attempted to
bar the same type of speech opposing
such service. The board has fail-
ed to advance a compelling gov-
ernmental interest justifying its
conduct. Accordingly, the board
violated the First Amendment when
it excluded CARD's advertisements,”

Soon after the landmark decision
of the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals, the school district
petitioned for an appellate court
rehearing, and the U.S5. Justice
Department--on behalf of the U.S.
Army--moved to intervene in the
case. Both the petition for re-
hearing and the motion to inter-
vene were denied. The settle-
ment of the case on April 6 re-
moves the necessity of holding

a trial to determine whether a
permanent injunction should be
issued to COMD.

Besides granting COMD an egual
opportunity to place advertise-~
ments, the settlement reguires
that the Grossmont school dis- -
trict provide all its journal-
ism faculty advisors with a
copy of the appellate court
decision, that a copy of the
decision be posted in each
journalism classroom, and that
a memorandum be issued to all
principals in the district
cancelling the original 1982
order banning publicaticn of
COMD advertisements.

--Carol Jahnkow, Recon Network
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Summer camp
teaches
diabetes survival

Decatur, IL--Camp GranADA is a summer
~camp for children with diabetes
between the ages of 8 and 15 which
- enables the campers to enjoy the
- traditional camping activities, learn
- to establish good habits, develop
" independence, and receive education
on all phases of diabetes.

The camp will be held August 2-8, and
is located at Western 4-H Camp on

Lake Jacksonville, Illinois. The camp
is sponsored by the American Diabetes
Association, Downstate Illinois
Affiliate, and serves chlldren in

79 counties.

There is a weekly fee; however, some
camper scholarships are available.

. If you would like to sponsor a child
or would like further information
concerning camp, please contact the
affiliate office at 1-800-445-1667.

Close down
Hanford

The Hanford nuclear reservation is
not producing plutonium.right now,
because sloppy management and a
near-accident forced an independent
panel to demand an overhaul and
inspection of the facility, Two of
the six panel members recommended
that Hanford be closed permanently.

‘Highty radioactive liquid and solid
wastes and millions of gallons of
low-level! ‘wastes contaminate the
arga, posing a threat to the
ecosystem that will persist Ffor
thousands of years. .

The Reagan administration wants to
reopen the reactor as soon as
possible to supply plutonium for
nuclear weapons, There is nmuch
evidence that existing supplies are
more than ample.

The U.S. Congress may ask for an
independent assessment of the need
for plutonium, to be conducted
through the O0ffice of Technology
Assessment, the General Accounting
Office or the Wational Acadenmy of
Sciences., Please write your .
legislator and ask that the Congress
examine the need for continuing
plutonium production in light of the
threat posed by the use of the
Hanford reactor.

--Greenpeace Examiner, Vol. 12, No. 2

CABLE COMIX

GEE, THE PICTWRE [N ® WHES
WeER EET 15 PRETTw
BAp, JILL!
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. CHANNEL! TheW
ALWAYS LDOK
THAT BAP!
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Oppress'iOn
raising your
blood pressure?

With its complications, diabetes is
this nation's third leading cause of
death by disease which affects nearly
12 million Americans.

Diabetes is a disease in which the
body does not produce or properly use
insulin, a hormone that is needed to
convert sugar, starches and other food
into energy needed for daily life.

Hypertension is more common among
diabetics than nondiabetics, but the
diabetes may not explain its presence.
The factors that contribute to non-
insulin-dependent diabetes and
hypertension are similar, such as
obesity and aging.

Approximately 58 million Americans
have an increased risk of illness

- and early death due to hypertension.

This represents more than one out of
every four adult Americans.

Hypertension is abnormal high blood
pressure—-the pressure in the. arteries
as blood passes through them.

Once again, May is Naticnal High Blood
Pressure Month, and the National High
Blood Pressure Education Program has
developed a plan with suggestions to
lower blood -pressure or maintain
stable blood pressure. The program
focuses on diet, exercise, smoking
cessation and medication.

Hypertension increases the risk of
developing heart, brain, eye and
kidney disease as well as diseases
of arteries and may shorten life by
as much as 20 to 30 years.

Whether you are diabetic or not,
hypertension is a serious problem.
Since May is National High Blood
Pressure Month, why not have your
blood pressure checked? It may
save your life. '

For further information concerning
diabetes and high blocd pressure,
contact the Downstate Illineois
Affiliate office of the American

Diabetes Association at 1-800-445-1667.

" Community News

650 summer jobs
available for youth

650 Jjobs w1]] hbe available to . =
economically disadvantaged youth =
this summer across a 4-county area
served by the United Pr1vate .
Industry Council {UPIC).

‘You1g people, ages 14-2)1; may call
or stop in for a screening
. appointment for the Summer Youth

. Employment Program (SYEP) in their

Iresxdent county UPIC office in
Masan, Fulton, McLean, or Tazewell
County, Screenings begin April! 1 and
continue through May 29,

The primary eligibhility requiremant,

income in relation to fFamily size,

will apply when youth are screened,

and a parent or guardian must

accompany applicants under 18 years
- of age.

SYEP 3s funded through a federa)
grant totaling approximately
$945,000. UPIC has awarded contracts
te four organizations who will use
the money Lo place youth in
temporary summer positions for
minimum wage.

ATl jobs will be at apublic, nan-

Cprefit werksites and will range {rown
S 15-38 houre a week for an eight week
reriod heginning Jdune 15, Workers

wil! do evarything from cleaning

parks and repaiving schoo! buildings
to working as interns for various
municipalities.,

Tn addl ion to summer émpioveueng,
some youlh will be enrclled 1n
special tutoring classes for
academic credit, remadiazl reading

inctructian, amd an gmn! nyab1]1t;
tkilis training session.,
1

FREE ISSUE includes Reserves Open_Fire
in Honduras, 2,200 Nuclear Tests 1n

Maine, Convert Johns Hopkins® Research,
and much more. Get a free Summer RECON
P.0O. Box 14602, Phlladelphla, PA 19134,

ORGANIZING: A GUIDE FOR GRASSROQTS
LEADERS. Everything you need in 387
pages by Si Kahn. Send $8.95/copy
(includes handling) te RECON, P.0, Box
14602, Pniladelphia, PA 19134

IpIOT?
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NETWIRK'S
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- More Community News

"Sorry I had 15 drop your class, Socrates; but they cut my student: Joan”

Camp directory available

The 1987 Camp Directory for children and teenagers with
diabetes is now available free to the publie.

i i i by. the
The directory lists by state resident camps sponscrgd :
American Diabetes Association (ADA)_afflllatg associations
and accredited by the American Camping Association (ACA).
Informatien on local day camps is alsc available.

The 50 camps listed in the directory passed a rigorous review
of both the ACA and ADA. Trained health personnel are on gite,
arrangements with local hospitals and @edlcal-facilltles are
in place, and other needs of this speelgl medical population,
such as nutrititional needs, are taken intoc account.

Each year, approximately 100 childrgn attend ADA camnps in
Westein 4_H Jacksonville. Information on the camping program,
financial assistance "camperships,” and other ADA services and
programs are available by contacting the Downstate Illinois

Affiliate office at 1-800-445-1667.

Face behind
the voice

One of the most popular National
Library Service narrators of talking
books, Yvonne Fair-Tessler, will be
in the Community Room of Bloomington
Public Library Thursday May 21, 1987
at 10:00 a.m.

Yvonne Fair-Tessler is presently a
narrator for talking books, as well as
a free lance talent and writer. She
is noted for her narration of over

100 books for the Naticnal Library
Service/Library of Congress, and has
narrated such diverse works as Winnie-
the~Pooh, The World According to Garp,
Hollywood Wives, and The Key to
Rebecca.

For further information on the “Face
Behind the Voice" program or any of
the talking book services, please
contact H. Neil Kelley at B82B-6091.

* Now 7 Convenient 24 Hour
Drop Off Locations

* Recycle Drives at Sears,
Eastland and the ISU Lot
on the SW Corner of
College & Main
April11 - May 30
July 11 - August 29
October 10 - November 21

The fifth annual "Art and Music
for the Rape Crisis Center"-
benefit will open with a recep-
tion for local artist Nicholas
Africano from 6 pm to 8 pm on
Tuesday, May 1%, at Illinois
State University's Center for
the Visual Arts.

Thirteen monotype prints by
Africano will be given to pecople
who make donations of %250 or.
more to the RCC.

Each signed monotype is
different, and all were

produced by painting directly
onto a printing plate, which then
was pressed on Japanese rice
paper to make the print.

The monotypes will be exhibited
in Gallery Two of the University
Galleries until June 14, after
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shown in Chicago, Cleveland, New
York, Los Angeles, London,
Paris, and Venice. His work is
included in the permanent
collections of the Museum of
HModern Art, the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, and the Whitney
Museum of American Art, all in
New York.

The Rape Crisis Center is a
not-for-profit organization

that provides trained counselors
for the victims of rape, sexual
assault, and sexual abuse; their
families and friends; and the
offenders of such crimes. It
also provides training for
hospital and law enforcement
personnel, counselors, and other
professionals. TIt's public
"education program speaks to

high school, university, and
adult education classes in the
area, as well as community

Operation Recycle Is Making Recycling
- Easier Than Ever!

Support community recycling.

donors.

York by the Holly Solomon

which they will be delivered to

Africano is represented in New

Gallery. His work has been

groups and organizations.

The RCC can be reached 24-hours

a day by calling PATH at 827-4005
and asking for the Rape Crisis
Center.

ILLINO!S STATE UNIVERSITY
Center for the Visual Art Gallery

NICHOLAS AFRICANO

Monotypes

Exhibition and Benetfit Sale for
The Rape Cr_isis Center of McLean County

May 19 to June 14, 1987

Reception Tuesday, May 19, 6 -8 p.m.

Chicago Blues Festival

Mayor Harold Washington has
announced a partial list of head-
liners far the Fourth Annual Chicagn
Blues Festival, including James
Cotton, Johany Guitar Watson, Albert
Collinsg, Carl Perkins and Clarance
Carter. The festival dates are
Friday, June 5, Saturday, June 6,
and Sunday, June 7. The world‘s
largest free blues festival will
include three staged areas fur
perfarmances featuring lecal,
national and interrational artists.

Dther featured performers booked to
date include Little Miltan, Joe
Liggins and the Honeydrippers, Jimay
and Sy} Johnson, Sun Session
Players, Jessie Mae Hemphii!, Roscoe
Gordon, Sunayland Slim, Jimmy
Walker, Homesick James, Lil' Ed and
thne Blues Imperials, Valerie

* Buyback Every

Monday-Saturday Morning,
9:00-12:00

Come tp 1100 W. Market.

Call 829-0691
for more information.

Operation Recycle is McLean Caunty's non-profit, volunteer
supported, Community Racycling Center.
1100 W. Market, Bioomington

Wellington and Biily Branch., Music
is scheduled continuously from noon
until 10:30 p.m, eacn of the three
days.

This year will host the raturn gof
the Chicage Blues Piate Spacial, the
food area which premiered at last
year's festival and showcased same
of the city's most flavorful street
foods, '

In addition to the music scheduled
during the three-day festival, the
city and ipocat hlues community will
host a wide variety of blues
activities during the wesk priaor to
the festival, including several
special neighborhond blues
performances,

Last year's festival attendance
neariy doubled from the previous
year with 300,000 people visiting
the Windy City during its three-day
run. Friday night will he dedicated
to "Sweet Home Chicago”, featuring
some of the best in local talent,
while Sunday evening will be a
tribute to Memphis-style Blues,

The 1987 Chicagn Blues Fastival will
again include afterncovn “"Frant
Porch" sessions, presenting blyes
‘performers in a more intimate
settirg. Ancther suceessful
adddition to last year's festival
was the "Crossroads" stage, which
will also return this year, offering
acoustic acts, as well as electric
bands.

This year's program was chasen by
the Blues Fest Advisory Caommittee in
conjunction with the Mayor's Office
of Special Events. The committee is
comprised of musicians, club owners,
record label executives, media and
blues afficionados.

Further ¢onouncements regarding the
Festival line-up, special pragrams,
and spensorship wil! be made later.
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4 This will be remembered as the time
- We were prevailed upen to "just say

no." No to drugs, to alecohol, and
tobacco; no to sex.

Nearly everyone I know has given up
some formerly cherished "sin". Some
are chewing nicetine gum and chugging
nonalcoholic beer. Some are swear-
-ing off the midnight gpliff or turn-
ing on in the bathroom, away from
pPrying eyeg of children who might love
them just enough to turn them in.

Some are turning in their own libidos,
learning to regard the =ex they used
to revel in as a compulsion tec be
regulated.

Yesterday's stud is today's carrier;
yesterday's head is today's substance
abuser; yesterday's smoker is today's
public health menace. As the war on
drugs conflates with the war on porn,
as AIDS becomes a buzzword for depra-
vity, as drinking and smoking are
rated R, Giving It Up has become a
faghion statement. Antonovich, the
furrier, advertises an "I-stopped-
smoking coat"--the perfect '80's trade-
off of pleasure for prestige.

Of course, there's nothing wrong with
giving up smoking; it's more addictive,
not to mention hazardous, than any il-
legal drug. And people do get hooked
on drink, drugs, even sex. But not
everyone who gets high is an alecoholie,
not everyone who gets stoned is an
addict, and not everyone who gets off
~is a sexual compulsive, Intoxication
and arousal are supremely subjective

J experiences, with wildly varying

| effects on the body and personality.

Indulgence or abuse?

But God help the scheolar or superstar
who tries to draw a distinction be-
tween indulgence and abuse. That fool
will never sit beside Joan Rivers, or
~banter with Ted Koppel, or cry ocut

' from the recesses of the op-ed page as
legitimate extremists do. The only
pPermigsible way to talk about drugs
these days is in the language of '

crisis. Tell us the precise number of-
hospital beds cccupied by casualties

4 of substance abuse, the precise cost
to business of drug use by workers,
the precise level of increase in the
‘Petency of marijuana over the last
nine years. Such .statisties are in
hot demand because they bolster the
perception that a crisis exists.

The New Sobriety is more than a trend,
It's a political program that expands
the limits of law enforcement, the
authority of employera. The concern
over teenage Pregnancy is used to
mount an attack on television and

rock mugic. The woerry over child
abuse in day-care centers becomes a
gource of anguish for working mothers-
and an inducement for them to stay
home. And, of course, the war on
crack draws no distinctions between
cocaine and marijuana, subjecting per-
haps 30 million pot smokers to sur-

veillance. (The urine test is arguebly
most efficient at picking up marijuana .
use, since that drug stays in the body
far longer than cocaine or opiates.)

Control paradigm

I eall this process a control paradignm-
that is, a model of clear and present
danger that can be expanded to impli-
cate and oppress many of us. It beging |
with a real problem--for example, teen-
age pregnancy. The obvious response
would be to provide sex education,

birth control, abortion. Instead, the
New Sobriety preaches abstinence and
instills guilt about sexual activity.

By the same logic, fear of AIDS becomes,
the ocecasion for a wholesale libidinal
purge, and measures that might enable
millions of people to safely maintain
their sexual aetivity are aveoided in
favor of centinence.

A pilet whose judgment is impaired

is truly a danger, but instead of
testing the reflexes of pilots before
they board a plane, the government is
itching to monitor their alcohol and
drug use.

Yes, smoking does cause lung cancer,
drinking causes death on the highway,
cocaine kills. Promiscuity does pro-
mote the spread of disease, and
children have been abused in day-care
centers. But when government deals
with drunk driving by banning happy
hours, or with lung disease by for-
bidding public servants to smoke
cigarettes, or with child abuse by
finger-printing all day-care workers
{(as well as all members of their
families over the age of 16), scme-
thing else is going on. In each of
these gituations, a problem provides
the pretext to regulate "undesirable”
behavior. The objective has less to
do with personal safety than with
social control.

As a balding, paunchy child of the
'60's, my memories of friends and
idols.are laced with freak-outs and
overdoses. Sometimes I think we went
too far, sometimes not far enough; but
in any case, I'm haunted by the world
we failed to create. And this
raralysis is one reason the New Sobri-
‘ety has been such an unmitigated
success., My generation, too, has its

- od that failed-and in the absence of

faith, theres rio basis for resistance,

no temple to defend or ground on which

to stand. If you let me have my stash,
I'11 let you have your crusade ig

e

Collusion

So, the counterculture colludes in its
own repression, and the backlash draws
the same sort of momentum from this
bitterness and uncertainty as it did
during the Red Scare of the '50's when
disillusioned former Communists joined
in vengeful attacks on the left.

-If the Aquarians are silent, the

liverals are all tooc vocal. Once

again, they're pressed to prove they
aren't "soft" on something called “the
enemy within." It's a mistake toc see
the New Sobriety as an aberration of
the Reagan years. If anything, the re-
cent rush to legislation on drugs

ought to persuade us of how pofent a
consensus has developed on these issues.

Used
Comics,

' Under
grounds,

WHERE
ADVENTURE
DEGINS...

Comic Supplies, Use

Associated
L with DMA

' d Books, Games, Dice,
Baming Demonstratione, Gaming Tables

)

101 s. linden, normal, ill. 61761

Sobriety

-

We'd do well to remember that it was
Tip 0’'Neill, every liberal's favorite
patriarch, who challenged Ronald Reagan
to declare war on drugs. The Derocra-
tic House had no qualms about extending
the death penalty to drug-related crime,
urging suspension of the exclusionary
rule barring illegally cobtained evi-
dence, and demanding use of the military
to halt domestic drug dealing. .We were
saved from these abuses by a bipartisan
coalition in the Republican Senate. ’

Only the libertarian right dares express
any skepticism about the New Sobriety.

» It's William Safire, not Anthony Lewis,

who labels the drug panic "narcomania";
it's National Review, not Rolling '
Stone, that worries about "a political
mevement that proposes to make outcasts
of 30 million ecitizens.™ About the .-
best the left can do is to point out.
that Big Money and No Money are respon-
sible in a fundamental way for the -
drug traffic. In Harper's, the last -
angry hippie, RHobert Stone, asks: ;
"When they‘ve said no to crack, can.
wquive-them something to say yes :
tq"" ..

Fun - - _ :
Yet somewhere in my marrow, I'm con-
vinced people get high because it's :
“fun. - People fuck because it's fun. -
Even smoking, for all its evident -
hazards, is a Pleasure. An acknow-
ledgment ©of the plessure principle
is what's missing from the current
assault on sex and drugs and rock
roll. People may alter their
consciousness in destructive ways,
they may be trapped in a culture

n

- that encourages addiction, but the

initial impulse springs from & basic
human desire for transformation, not
a fajlure of self-esteem. '

In a hostile, atomized environment
it's easy to forget why sex and drugs
were once regarded as veetors of
liberation. It's hard to remember
that the transformational power of an
orgasm.is something worth struggling
for. IR

I can't forget that self-denial is
every bit as dangerous as self-
indulgence. I'm 0ld enough to have
lived in a society where physical
Pleasure was severely regulated. I
can easily call up the menory of a
'50s boyhood: the constant strain of
of clothing that pinched and cinched,
the near-hysteria that roiled our
Politics and our lividos. I remember
friends who suddenly appeared in
school with different names, as
their parents tried to escape the
wages of some distant Marxist sin.
And I remember the man in my building
whose teenage daughter was pregnant.
One morning, he collapsed and died
from the strain. His teeth fell out of
hig mouth and lay on the sidewalk.
Staring down at them, I learned
something: The wages of virtue can
also be death. '

As ¢hurch and state, corporation and
family reassert themselves, as the-
grip of institutions tightens over our
ljves, regulating pleasure has become

. a tool in the construction of goeial



The forge is fired with
anxiety, generated by mediz that un-

congensus.

cover crisis after crisis, There's
no time to stop and think: How
authentic is the state of emeréency?
Is drug use really on the rise? (A
recent government situdy concluded
that the use of all illjeit drugs
except cocaine has remained stable--or
declined.) Are teenagers drinking
more than ever before? (A whole new
eriminal class has been created by
recent laws raising the drinking age
from 18 to 21.) Are kids having sex
sooner these days? (Or is it just
that "nice"” girls are now doing what
boys always did?)

Anthems of resistance

- In the '50s, when the mainstream .
culture wag obessed with "jungle
music” and juvenileée delinguency,
kids could cultivate ancther pers
spective in comic books, horror
movies, and especially-Pock'n’roll.
Their adversarial nature inspired :
my generation to resist, and
ultimately to assert its own values.
It might seem as if nothing could

o T can S FHE ACILY,
THAT X 17,

be more of an invitation to resist
than the parched rictus of Nancy
Reagan urging kids to "just say

no" but in fact, the capacity for
personal dissent depends on a
culture of dissent. And one of the
most compelling aspects of the New
Sobriety is its command of youth
culture. With the occasional excep-
tion of rap (a refuge for the earthy
perogatives of black music), there
are no anthems of resistance to the
New Sobriety (and even rap artists
know enough about commercial sur-
vival to pat their shoulders to the
antidrug campaign).

The ineredible speed with which
Madison Averme, the networks, the
sperts and music industries joined
forces t¢ respornd ‘o the declaration
of a drug emergency could only cccur
in & climate where the media have
already been subjected to assault by
quasi-governmental "eitizen's groups."
What with the monitoring of rock
lyrics, the picketing of movie houses,
and the threat tc boycott convenience
stores that carry Playboy, 2 distrib-
utor, exhibitor, or programmer who
brazenly promotes hedonism risks the
wrath of "activists™ who are far
better organized and much more
sanctimonious than those secular
humanists who enjoy erotica.

" pPollutants;

Post-Amerikan

In the rush to saturate the airwaves
with antidrug messages .that forsake.
realism for naive righteousness, -we
can glimpse the coercion that under-
lies consensus. Just as business-
PeoPle are monitored by "activists,”™
we are all under implicit observa-
tion by hot lines any neighbor can
dial. The president urges workers to
report their drug-using colleagues,
arguing that informing should be

gseen as "saving a life,"” not "squeal-
ing on a friend." Add to these vec-
tors of surveillance our own child-
ren, suddenly invested with the

bower to betray.
little opposition to the New Sobriety.

B\y]| Brouhaha
'ﬁqui To separate what society says

about pleasure and danger from

what we actually feel, we need to
understand what the war on drugs,
the panic over adolescent sexuality,
the anxiety about alcohel, and the
brouhaha over birth control have in
commen, and why these issues are
arising now. Ten years ago, we were
up 1n arms about additives and

1 today, we're mobilizing
against intoxicants and promiscuity.
In the shadow of Chernobyl, that's
gquite a shift.

The power of the New Schriety lies in -
its ability to fuse groups that are
usually at each other's throats.

There has always been a connection
between the counterculture and the
evangelicals, in their common .
quest for a transcendental peolitieal
reality, in their mutual mistrust of
rationalism, materialism, and liberal-
ism. But who ever thought the Granola
generation would come to embrace an
agenda in-which sex and-drugs are
Proseribed? Who ever thought that
feminists who once insisted on their
right to pleasure ‘would end up '
embracing the politics of safety?

In the reiling dialectic of cultural
Politics, -alliances are constantly
shifting. But one thing about the
current critique that is unlikely to
change is its assoeciation .of sinful
Pleasure and insurgency. That conneé-
tion must be fundamental to the New

. Sobriety, because all the forms of

Pleasure under attack have this in
common: They represent—-at least in
the popular imagination~ a pewerfully
antisocial impulse. When we get

high, we really are withdrawing from
ordinary social discourse. When we
watch a porn film, we really are em-
barking on an interaction in which the
rulgs of conduct are suspended. At
their most profound, these alterations
of congsciousness allow us to regress
t6 a state of infantile arcusal in

which the self is utterly omnipotent
And this recovery of pure desire was

an emblem of the counterculture at its

““BND DN THE ETEHTH
DAY, 70D TREATED
TNDDDR SPDRT..."

No wonder there's so
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mest utopian. So the current repudia-
tion of sex and drugs is one more re-
nunciation of the '60s, with its '
bromise to make ecstasy part of ordin-
ary existence.

Fit to print

We don't hear from the millions of-
people for whom drugs and erotica are
components of a productive life; this
is not the kind of news that's fit to
print. We do hear from those who were
erndangered, and we gee those who've
been destroyed; they are all around
us, visible proof that the pursuit of
eecstasy is a risky business. But a
program that focused on rescuing the
afflicted would not have created such
elaborate mechanisms of intrusion into
our bodies and homes.

For the New Sobriety has as its ulti-
mate aim the standardization of
ecstasy. It is the psychic arm of

a cultural movement to reassert
"values" - the codes of behavior and,
more signifiecantly, social hierarchy
that were suspended, or at least mud-
dled, in the '60s and '70s. As Rea-
ganism calls an end to racial and
sexuzl mobility, as it restores the
dominance of family and corporate
units over the individual, as it
affirms the power of religious ortho-
doxy over modernist faith in the
heterodoxies of "identity," those
emblems of inner autonomy-—sex and

drugs — must also be brought under
control.

America has always veered preci-
Pitously between extremes of
hedonism and frigidity, ecstasy

and repression, anarchy and regimen-
.tation. As a culture, we dance
wildly round the maypole and then,
abruptly, try to chop it down. In
this sequence, one can glimpse as
clearly as in the political precess a
gtruggle between cur abhorrence of
desire and our urge to unleash it.

Ecstasy and violence, pleasure and
danger—— maybe they are inexorably .
linked. If the New Sobriety
accomplishes nothing else it will

it 1 DONT SEE WHAT YOURE 30~
HSSEDQ?—‘MTERRX.&W%SW
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force those who despise its grim
commandments to reconcile the often
warring imperatives of pleasure and
safety. The counterculture fell apart
before its moral impulszes could be
institutionalized, leaving us free to
invoke powerful drives, but adrift
without a tradition to regulate them.
In the absence of community, pleasure
went private in the '70s, and the
burgeoning commercialism of sex and
and drugs that followed is one reason
why the current backlash has such
credibility. The project now must be
to resanctify pleasure and all its
implements - to produce erctica that
commemorates the primal human act, to
generate strategies for getting high
that maximize revelation and minimize
dependence, to develop lubes and
shields that free sex from the scourge
of digease. Such inventions can

only be possible if we insist on what
the ‘New Sobriety denies: that arousal
and intoxication are fundamental human
impulses, not accessories %0 a life-
style. At the same time we need to

“acknowledge what the New Scbriety

proclaims: That pleasure can unleash
violence, and that attention must be
--Richard Goldstein, for
The Village Voice

Reprinted from the Utne Reader, May/
June 1987.




‘Page20 May-dune 1987 Post-Amerikan

Perverse ideas

Sometimes the routine of 1ife is
almost unbearable. Five days a week
there is the same job for the same
hours of the day. There is a safe
place to return to at night. There
is always enough to eat and drink.
Occasionally the desire is pressing
to be free of 311 this comfort and
stab?]ity, to start now on some pil-
grimage with only the provisions
carried at that moment. It would be
truly dangergus, but also truly
stimulating, A1l of your faculties
would be totally concentrated on the
present--keep your eyes open.
Listen, How will I survive? What
will I eat? Where will [ sleep? Such
an adventure would be like traveling
to another world,

Living sometimes presents us with
alarming challenges whether we want
them or not. There are automobile
crashes, natural disasters, serious
illnesses and catastrophic economic
turns, The Great Oepression, for
example, eradicated people's jobs
and life savings simultaneously.

Today, many family-owned farms have
been taken in foreclosures and stil)
more are threatened with the same
fate due to ecoromic changes. A
group of significant numbers
believes that the Government should
enact laws and administer programs
to stop these foreclosures. The
hasis of this cenclusion agpears to
be that it is wroag for people to
lose their way of Tife due to forces
beyond their control. The
farm-owning famiiies were work1ng
just as hard and honestly as hefore
the economic turn. They committed no
crime, Therefore, society should not
permit halam1ty tu strlke them,n

P

In the same’ uay, mamy agkee ?hat the &

Government should insure everyone
against such disasters as job loss
due to economic/tachno?og1ca1
changes and serious illnass, Some
aven think the Government should
provide some minimum of food,
clothing, shelter, emplovment, and

Coors banned
in Boston

Openly gay Boston City Councillor David
Scondras announced that Coors Beer will
no longer be sold at Fenway Park, home of
the Boston Red Sox haseball team. The
move to ban Coors came as & result of
negotiations between Scondras, Fenway
Park management and union representat-
ives,

"Boston baseball fans should not be sub-
sidizing & terrorist war in Central Ameri-
ca," said Scondras, referring to Coors'
funding of the Contras, "nor should they
help support a family that is dedicated to
asttacking the rights of gay people, blacks.
women and unions."

Last year Scondras won an agreement from
Fenway Park manapgement {0 severely res-
trict Coors ssles. This yvear's decision to
ban the beer entirely is believed to be one
of the single largest contracts Coors has
lost as a result of its alleged homophobic,
raciet and anti-union activities,

"Councillor Scondras has shown that to-
gether working people, gay people and all
those struggling for social justice ean
win," said Dominic Bozzotto, head of Ho-
tel Employees and Restaurant Employees
Local 26.

Bozzotfo went on to urge activists in other
cities to investigate beer sales in other
sports parks and arenas to see if Coors

is being sold; "Baseball is supposed.to be
an all American sport -- with their record
of union-busting, opposing workers' dig-
nity and human rights, and funding ‘ter-
rorism in Ceniral America -- Coors does-,
n't deserve to be sold in any park in this
country.”

—=MGM

medical care for everyone who
regquires assistance. 1In short, to
guarantee every person some standard
of Yiving comfort and stability.
Well «nown and respscted advocates
of such a system in recent times
incTude Andrei Sakharov, Martin
Luther King, Jr., John Kenneth
Galbraith, and Erich Fyromm,

In the past few years East Coast
city qgovernment actions indicate
movement toward this type of
Government. In 1985, Mayor Koch of
New York authorized police and
social workers to stop anyane who
appeared to be homeless on nights

when the femperature dropped helow
32%F.  The person was them to be
offered a ride to a shelter. If the
person refused, a superior officer
or spcfal work executive could be
consulted. [If the superior ordered
jt, the ponlice or social workers
could forcibly transpart the person
to a hospital for psychiatric
evatuation. Later that same y2ar, a
fedaral district judge allopwed the
¥,8, Government to close a decaying
shelter in Washington, D.C., anly on
the condition that it find new homes
far all the residents.

Is this course of making the
Government responsible for providing
averyone a minimum standard of
living really desirable? Consider
what would be necessary to provide
such a standard. Taxes would
increase dramatically. The
Government bureaucracy would
mushroom with the people requirad to
administer the increased revenue.
Any aid administered thrcugh the-
Government is, of course, qQoing to
be regulated. One can see this aven
today. For instance, there are
restrictions on what can he
purchased with food stawmps. Medicare
payments are likewise contingent
upon certain conditions and
regqulations., Let's suppose a program
is created to guarantee everyone
retraining if their former job
hegins to be done by machine. Isn't
the scenario of aptitude tests used
by officials to "recommend" the most
appropriate area of study all toe
helievable? 1If emp]oyment is
guaranteed for all, won't the case
be one of Government assigning
people to jobs and not individuals
selecting their own? In any

situation where society is footing
the bill, the use of the resources

Will be that: which most benefits

society and not necessarily what the
individua) would choose,.

The presumed good to be achieved by
these increased restrictions on
individual freedom is the
elimination of suffering and danger
in life. This may seem like a stupid
guestion, but is that truly good?
Aren't the challenges and risks in
1ife an indispensable part of it?
That's what I was trying to show at
the heginning of this essay: too
much stabiltity does not enhance
life, it stagnates ft. Far example,
what would happen to personal growth
and integrity if one of Erich
Fromm's prescriptions was applied?
He proposed in his book The Sane
Society that, "Each individual can
act as a free and responsible agent
only if one of the main reasons for
present-day un-freedom is abotished:
the economic threat of starvation
which forces people ta accept
working conditions which they would
otherwise not accept." Fromm
recommends that people be allowed ta
escape this "un-freedem” by claiming
their guaranieed minimun standard of
itving. Such a grogram would remova
much of the risk of quitting a job
sfmply hecause you don't Tike it.
Which action requires more
integrity? Quitting whea you know
some minimum income will still be
available to you, or quitting

‘without such a support?

Looking from another angle at how
danger in life is necessary,
consider why the astranauts of today
are" scrgadmrred They arevbecause

étf‘ﬂlheg a¥e cﬁqstﬁ to, face Wingers and

Gaffering in~order To il Fow the
desires nf their hearts. They are
not risking their lives solely for
altruistic reasons.  They have
accepted a dangerous challenge
hecause of the opportunity it
provides to develop and test their
abilities tg the utmost, "It is so
much easier to live placidly and
complacently, Of course, to live
placidiy and complacently is not to
Tive at ali*" {Jack London).

The more we demand Government to
make our lives placid, to insure us
against handicaps, against job laoss,
against the infirmities of old age,
ultimately against all hazards, the
1ess free we will bécome and the
less rich our lives will be., Parhaps
the course we should take is not
attempting to provide this
insurance, hut improving our mental
and bodily abilities for coping with
hazards. It should be realized that
suffering and danger are necessary
for life. Does this sound insane? 1
hope that ¥ am not simply trying to
make an elaborate excuse faor
selfishness and cruelty. Certainly
it is perverse to recommend that
peaplie be atlowed to live in misary
for their own good. But the response
to human misery must not he locking
ourselves into golden prisons.

The quarrel is with those who
see in sound public service
some danger to society. In
fact the public services are
one of the two great forces in
the fiscal system working for
economic eguity and social
stability.

John Kenneth Galtbraith

"The world's stable now.
People are happy; they get
what they want, and they never
want what they can't get.
They're well pff; they're
safe; they're never ill;
they're not afraid of death, .
. « And if anything should go
wrong, there's soma., Which you
go and chuck out of the window
in the name of liberty, Mr.
Savage. Liberty!" He laughed,
. Aldous Huxley

~--Madame Bovary




addition to the legislative losses

The GM odyssey Lle‘s not smence

The adjoining ad is one in a series of

"GM Odyssey" plierces now appearing in pop-

ular magazines like Scientific American.
In an Orwellian twist, the advertiser
improves its image by promising im-
possible advances in a future never to
come, Most importantly, the promises
will not be remembered.

This ad shows a blonde, white child on
a trieycle behind a car. The caption:
"The Ultimate Vision: Eyes for the
Back of Your Head." It implies, of
course, that the child has narrowly
escaped being squished. How? With
the new radar technology from GM, which
provided a WATCH warning on the dash-
board when it sensed the trike. (Note
the sample dashboard at the bottom of
the ad.)

A quick glance at the ad and its text
makes GM look pretty good. After all,
squishing a blonde, white child would
be disconcerting to almost any driver.
But one thought further and you realize
that the driver's old-fashioned turn-
head, check-mirrors, honk, and scream—
at-kids method would alsc work.

In fact, one thought further would make
you wonder how much this radar tech-
nelogy will add to the price of the
family car. And whether it will indeed
alert you to every garbage can and
telephone pole in your vicinity. Or,
if the sensor only alerts you to move-

ment, imagine what your dashboard will
lock like when you drive on the freeway.

THE IATHTIRTE VISION.
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Well, not to worry, because a bit
closer reading lets you know that this
great invention is only a fantasy at aM,
anyway. "GM is working" to.bring you
Obstacle Detection for "cars of the
furture.”

Actually, GM is working on your mind's
tendency to retain an overall impression
and forget the details. Since most of
us don't carefully think through ads
like this, we're likely to remember,
"Oh, yeah, GM is doing all that high-
tech safety stuff so we won't squish
white kids and cute deer."

Yes, cute deer are saved in the next
installment of the GM series, which
adds an infrared monitor onto the
dashboard, thus showing the driverx
outlines of two deer in the road
ahead, otherwise invisible in the
dark, rainy night. Will the driver
really be able to stop in time under
these conditions?

It doesn't matter, does it? What mat-
ters is the reading public's memory
that GM really tries to save Heidi and
Bambi, to make humane use of tech-
nology. Given that we all want to
believe that technology has humane
uses, it's quite a gimmick.

You can almost see the ad team slap-
ping their thighs and hootihg when
they finally came up with the slogan:
"The GM Odyssey. ‘Science not Fiction."

-~Phoebe Caulfield

Equal nghts Amendment Returns

As many of us may already be aware,
the 200th birthday of the U.S.

Constitution is being celebrated this

summer. In the great celebratory
tradition of the Biceniennial and last
year's Statue of Liberty festivities,
our government will be spending
hundreds of thousands of dollars to
salute that document which guarantees
the fundamental rights and libherties
of Amerikan citizens. But once again,
legislators are going to be asked to
stop and think about what is wrong
with this picture, a picture that
after 200 years, still doesn't
include over half of Amerlkan
citizens—women.

A new Equal Rights Amendment will be
introduced to Congress this summer
with hopes of finally providing a
fundamental Constitutional guarantee
of equal rights for women. In an era
in which the Supreme Court has grown
increasingly conservative, when the
President appoints right-wing
reactionaries to judgeships in the
lower Federal courts, and the Justice
Department plays fast and loose with
everyone's legislative gains, an ERA
is needed now more than ever. It is
not a mere symbolic gesture, for in

women have faced, economic
discrimination continues.

According to the National Organization
for Women, women employed outside the
home receive on average only 64 cents
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for every dollar paid to a man.
Elderly women dependent on Social
Security must manage on barely two-
thirds of the benefits men receive.
Young women with a college degree
earn, on average, about the same wage
as men with an eighth-grade education.
And the list, unfortunately, goes on.

With Reagan and his ilk in power,
these trends will be difficult to
reverse--Phyllis Schlafly is even a
member of the govermment's official
Bicentennial Commission. But without
an ERA, these trends will be
impogsible to reverse. The time has
" come to include women in the
Constitution.

The struggle for Constitutional
equality has been long and hard fought,
and this new battle will be equally
“difficult. The opposition is already
~ hard at work planting fear appeals in
the minds of an uninformed public.
But remember that the suffragists
took 72 years to win the right to
_vote. Justice will be ours in the
° end--failure is impossible.
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Well, it’'s been over a year since the
Galery closed. Bands have broken up,
‘Performers ard artists have left town,
and the live art scene in Bloomingto
‘Normal has seemed more dismal than
ever. With no place to exhibit or
perform their work, it felt like.nur
creative community had really dried up
for good.

Mot so. As this year's Free-X Avgnt-
garde Arts Festival {Mantra Mash '87)
proved, there are still plenty of
creative folks out there with lots to
offer to the artistic community. .
They've just been all dressed up with
no place to go. :

Mantra Mash '87 happened on May 2,
again in the Eddy Building, thanks to

the hospitalityrof‘hosﬁs{Larry-:.N‘g--‘1
Sylvester and Mary Ann Dillman. The -°

format for the Festival was much the
same as last year's (that is, almost
anything goes¥ with a few organiza-
tional additions: Programs and posters
for the Fegtival were available, as
well as the first edition of BILP, a
bublication featuring poetry, prose,
and artwork contributed to the Fes-
tival. Out of respeect for the per-
formers and artists invelved, the
Mash was made alcohol-free this year.
Ard finally, due to the increased
mumber of people interested in per-
forming and exhibiting their work,
the Festival was split into different
areas of the fourth and titth fioors.

A large studio on the fourth floor
provided space for musical guests.
A wide variety of sounds were
heard during the course of the
evening, from the tense dance/pop
of Diatribe to the atonal im-
provisations of Madison's Grace,
joined by Permsylwvania avant-garde
mprovisor Jack Wright anmd W,
Germany's Andreas Stehle on saxo-
phones. (To give an idea of how
the Festival has grown, these two
were on tcur, heard about the Mash
from people in Madison, and caliled

to ask if they could play!). Other
bands which kept the floor shakin
all night long were Bad Examples,
Les Dix, Earl's Breakdown, 100 East,
Mr. Hand, Teltecs, and Sert Lom
Boon's PFestival of Love.
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The entire fourth and fifth floor
(penthouse) space was open for vis-
ual artists to exhibit their work.
Artists from ISU, Bloomington/
Normal, Champaign/Urbana, Decatur,
and Chicago showecased a variety

of paintings, sculpture, and collage
in the hallways, galleries, and
Studios. This created a wonderful
‘and diverse visual experience to be
walked through, around, and under.
.This area also featured a table of
small press offerings from Blooming-
ton, Champaign, and Madison.

.The Penthouse space was open to per-
Tormance art, drama, readings,

and some improvised musiec of a more
experimental nature. Some of the
‘highlights of the evening here were

+ ;Beth Murphy, et al., deing their -Hilar- ¢
. Zi0us performance -"why do°1 1iveé with

rats”, Kelly Frazier's readings from
“"Faces Fauz Pax", and Aquatics Ever

Tarhish's "The Honeymoon Deconstructs.”

Liz Was and Miekel And from Madison

make up Aquaties, #nd they were married

in Madison as a performance Piece.
"Deconstructs" was their honeymoon
bPerformance and featured tapes, im-
Provisation, and audience involve-
Other performers . included
Mark Stairwalt, Tood Garrison, Ed
Ridgeway, the Patchouli-Scented
Crazies, Grudge, KJ Productions,
and Schiz-Flux, who's slogan "Free
the Genitals, Cage the Generals™"
became very appropriate in their
Piece, "What the Hell is Going On?"

The Festival also featured "Artluck™,
an art exchange idea in which all
persons atiending the Festival were
asked %o bring in a piece of original
art. These would be exchanged later
in the evening. Unfortunately, the
"Artluck® didn’'t really get off the
grournd, probably due to lack of pub-
lieity and advance notice. Oh, well
better luck next year.......Wazit a

* mimite! Why wait till next year,

anyway? The whole point of the Fes-
tival, its reason for being, is to
bring artists out of isolation, and

to encourage the exchange of ideas and
talents, I think it would be a real
shame if everybody that partici-

pated and attended the Festival now
crawled back into their own niches
{i.e., bands, studios, classrooms,
desks) to wait until the next for-

with different people.
ians with an open mind, and keep one

work alone.

anta Mash 87: “Artluck”

mal, organized opportunity to share

comes along. Wh¥ not make it a con-
timious endeavor? Here's some suggest-
ions:

If you're in a band, get out and play
Look for music-

yourself. Try to play with People who

aren't necessarily like-minded. It's
a great way to learn and create brand
new sounds at the same time.

1f you're a visual artist, don't always
Give yourself some time

to paint, draw, sculpt, ete., with
other people in a collaborative effort.

Don't worry about producing a- piece

that is "gallery quality"--it's the
Process that counts,

___v-The"séw.éémié’_'}thihgé-hold true for
writers, performance artists,

Photographers, filmmakers, ets. A

writer doesn't always have to sit

alone in his/her room. to work, he/
she can write in collaboration with

a dancer, a dramatist, or a musician

to produce a piece of intensity and
effect. Get the picture? Anybody
can make art. And everybody should be
looking for alternative places to
Present their work.

1 guess what I'm really trying to say
is that the Mantra Mash, ag exciting
and fun as it is, shouldn't be seen
as just a singular event desighed to
bring artists out of the woodwork
once a year. Hopefully, it will be
Seen as an inspiration to stay visi-
ble and to try to build a network with- :
in the creative community, one that re:
Sults in growth for everyone involved.

Anyway, next year's Festival should bé
bigger and better than ever, so start
getting ready for it now.

"Muff said?
--Diane' Perris

P.S.--Mark Johnson and I.are beginning
to network with other artists in the
area whe are interested in collabora-
tion and live performance. If you're
interested, give us a call at 829-4377.




We always try to mention in the
Thanks column everycne who has
directly participated in getting
the paper out. However, in light
of the conditions at the Post, 1
wanted to add a special thanks.

This issue I, as the coordinatoer,
requedted articles in advance of the
usual deadline. The writers came
through. So did those people who
edited, proofread and typed a week
in advance. Some of these folks
have never worked for the paper
before, but they gave hours of

their time for this issue, easing
some burdens for the rest of us.

1t is to these people and the beople
who came down and laid out the paper
that I want to say a special thank
you. S :

I also can't forget those individuals
who have heen doing thankless, rou-
tine, behind-the-scenes Post work for
years. We may not see you often, but
you are terribly important to us.
What we need are more pecgple like
you.

To those people moving or leaving

the Post in the near future I want
you to know you will be sorely miss-
ed. You have given years of time,
energy and creativity to the paper,
and one of the reasons it has surviv-
ed so long is because of people like
.you.

Looking forward, looking back

WHAT WE CANT
o
WEALO il

I have a few thoughts for the folks
who are new and who are intesrested
in becoming a part of the post.
Getting invelved with putting out

a paper might seem like a tremendous
committment of time and effort, but
it does not need to mean total in-
volvement on your part. You can
8till help us by doing one task
every six weeks, tasks such as tak-
ing the paper to the post office,
typing, buying supplies, etc.

We still, of course, need people to
write and edit articles, sell ads,

~and do the actual lay ocut of the

Pages. Lay out can be a Dpleasant
experience, but it can become gruel-
ing if too much is done by too few
for too long. You lose talented and
dedicated pecple that way. .

ey anoid A2

Obviously thinga are going to change
at the Post, but I cannot seem to let’
the paper go, at least not without
trying to save it. And there are
others who feel as I do. Otheras who
feel we just have not tapped into

that network of people who will help
a little bhit here, a little there, who
feel there are those out there who
will come in and join us. We have got
to have you if we are going to sur-
vive. Please think about it. If

the Post Amerikan is as important o
you ag it is o us, call and let us
know how you can help support the
longest, contimuocusly printing,
‘alternative newspaper in the United
States.

-=-Val

Passed Normal Review

Here's the recipe: take a bunch of
guys, feed them a steady diet of
Zappa and Pink Floyd, throw in some
Brian Enc, Roberxt Fripp, Laurie
Anderson, John Cale, Ornette Coleman,

{"the cassettes"), two more releases
from Home Recordings/Fot Records,
Central Illinois' own alternative
music label.

they're giving it the old college
drop-ocut try. - '

"Passed Normal" (which is also
available in album form) is a
compilation of local (including That
Hope and Tricycle Thieves) and
national (Shockabilly, Snakefinger,
and Fred Frith) alternative artists,
kind of the musical egquivalent to
abstract expressionism in visual art.
Some listeners' first reaction
might be "shit, I could have done
that myself," and that may be the
case for a few of these tracks.
These are the cuts that scund like
your roommates after they have gver-
indulged in the chemicals of their
choice and begin reliving moments of
all their favorite Queen albums
outgide yvour Ledroom door at three
in the morning. This is the sort of
self indulgence best experienced in
a chemically enhanced state of
lowered expectations and heightened
appreciaticon of new and unusual
experiences.

and Dr. Hook. For good measure,
nurture with beer, bongs and
mushrooms, throw them in a room with
some musical instruments, electronic
effects and a multi~-track recorder.
Mix to taste. What will you get?
Probably something akin to "Passed
Normal" and "Way Passed Normal" -

Like many of Home Recordings' other
releases, “"Passed Normal" may be
living proof of that much over-
quoted remark by Andy Warhol, you
know, the one about everybody getting
famous for fifteen minutes. Well,
maybe these guys won't get too

famous for these efforts but at least

Mother Murphy’s In
Normal is the most
popular hangout
for the deat finder.
If you only have a
buck, you can
- leave with an
album, which is in
suprisingly good
shape and usually
vary popular
Jging s Hime,

On the other hand, "Passed Normal”
offers quite a few selections which -
are interesting enough or whimsical
enough, or have enough of that
certain something about them to make
them worth a listen. I caught
myself smiling from time to time, and
even, much to my surprise, found my
foot tapping once. A warning to
animal lovers-—my dog was somewhat
disturbed by various electronic
noises contained on this album,

Murphy’s specialize
in used reccrds
and also sell

silk screens,
butions and other
assoried iimes
ide«qi for the

dorm room. H is
tocated af

1112 N. Streetl.
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The bottom line is, everyone isn't
going to like everything contained on
"Passed Normal" or its even weirder',
less accessible sequel, "Way Passed
Normal." A lot of people aren't
really going to like anything on
these twe tapes, bui there is
something here for some of us to
enjoy. If you actively listen to
Madonna or Lionel Richie, forget it.
However, if you are im an adventurous
mood or just like something kind of
wild and wacky to listen te when
you're high or even when you're not,
"Passed Normal" and "Way Passed
Normal" could he just the thing
you've been looking for.

wBlR
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Can Central Illinois survive without

the Post-Amerikan? Can local politie-

ians and developers be allowed that
much peace and undisturbed sleep?

For the past 15 years, the Post has
managed to do its share of upsetting
the placid waters of lily-white all-
amerikan all-republican middle-
amerika.

Through its evolution from a cam-
pus-protest rag to a sophisticated
chronicle of the local underbelly,
the Post has filled a wvoid that
every community needs f£illing, and
one which goes sadly unfulfilled
in this day of canned newscasts
and USA Today.

The Post has always been there to
speak the unspeakable. It has
recognized interests and com-
munities of people that the
straight media largely ignores
or unfairly stereotypes.

And now, unless it receives a
transfusion of new blood and new
energy, the Post-Amerikan might
become an artifact of local
history, rather than a continual
pinprick to the status-—-guo.

Looking back at those 15 years of
the Post's activity, one can see

‘some journalism that rose above the

simple rant-n-rave to real in-
vestigative digging.

Thanks to the Post,the foolish-
ness of local narcs was exposed,

Post-Amerikan--solid past, shaky

future?

cops learned how to tread a little
more lightly, mistreated workers
found a champion, and ignoxred
local groups, particularly the

gay community, found an accessible
and ready voice.

Perhaps the high poirft of the Post came
during the mid-geventies, when the
paper was maturing, actually support-
ing a full-time staff member for a
brief period, and hawving the money to
add color to some issues.

Perhaps the time has come to let

the Post go, and remember the long
evenings that numerous volunteers
spent haggling over semanties, typing
away at an odd assortment of type-
writers that never matched, and.
mastering the intricacies of design
anrd layout.

The Post survived its initial rush of
campus activity because a committed
group of people emerged in the local
comuunity and made the paper theirs.

First and foremost are always the read-
ers. The Post has found readers from
many walks of life. Some read for
amusement and edification, finding a
link to an alternative local com-
munity through the Post's pages.
fthers, in positions of power, the
mayors, developers, cops and the
phone company PR department, prob-
ably read the Post with a mixture of
dread and apprehension, seasoned with
a little titillation, as they hur-
riedly scanned the pages for the

latest exposé€ of their crimes against
the people.

Post volunteers were always a diverse
group, too, who came to the paper with
different needs, ideas and inspirations.

Perhaps the finest thing that marked
the continually shifting collective of
Post staffers was their real commitment
to the local community and their champ-
ioning of the oppressed, which was
coupled with a rejection of ideology.
This left the Post a lively mixed bag,
separating it from many other left-
wing publications. One thing that has
always marked Post folks is their
ability to party and enjoy life, and
not get stuck in the muck and mire that
bogs down most of left-dom.

Should the Post fade from the scene?

I certainly hope not. I hope that you
the reader will let the committed
people that have been bringing you the
Post know of your support, Financial
contributions are nice, but most nec-
essary are people willing to take up
the pen, or come monthly to a layout
weckend, and learn the simple skills
of pasting up a page.

The Post-Amerikan has never lacked the
thing that sets it off from the straight
press--passion. Hopefully there ig
énough passion left in all of us who
believe in the Post, that we are

willing to make some effort to keep

it biting, barking, alive and inspiring.

If not--thanks for the memories. 1It's
been fun.

—-MgM

Your dog eats better than
this hippie.

That's right. Sprouts, bean curd, Blatz beer. And do you

needy lefties so happy.

O] Leftist propagandist
O Gay activist

[J Deluded nut 61702
O Depressed feminist

R

know why? Because she works for the Post Amerlkan. And the
Post Amerikan is a non-profit organization and that means

no salaries, wages, tips or other compensation for Ms. Hippie.
But Ms. Hippie and the others like her at the Post Amerikan
aren't complaining for their own sake--no, they just want

to kgep bringing you iheir wild propagandistic opinions and
delightfully wry observations of the world around us. But
that gets difficult when we have no money. Think of us

as the Underpriviledged Newspaper. And you could help.

A 510 donation costs a measly teﬁ bucks. A subscription to
the Post costs a measly $4.00. That's just 33¢ a month. For

the price of a lousy cuppa goffee you could make a group of

Think of it. Or buy one of our

elassy T-shirts. Or write us a letter telling us you love us.

Is there anyhody out there?

Post Amerikan
PO Box 3452
Bloomington, IL

J Send me a subscription, %4
{1 Send me a ___ Post Bmerikan or
Punk Rocker T-shirt, §7

- S M L X
[0 Got no money, but I like you.

Neme:

2ddress *

S i g o o o o o S5 . o e

City state zip
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