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The Post Amerikan is an independent
commmunity newspaper providing
information and analysis that is
scteened out of or downplayed by
establishment news sources. We are a
non-profit, worker-run collective that
exists as an alternative to the
corporate media. Decisions are made

collectively by staff members at our
regular meetings.

We put out nine issues a year. Staff
members take turns as "coordinator."
All writing, typing, editing,
photography, graphics, pasteup, and
distribution are done on a volunteer
basis. You are invited to volunteer
your talents. i

Most of our material and inspiration
for material comes from the community.
The Post Amerikan welcomes stories,
graphics, photos, and news tips from
our readers. If you'd like to join
us, call 828-7232 and leave a message
on our answering machine. We will get
back to you as soon as we can.

We like to print your letters.
limit yourself to the equivalent of

Try to

" two double-spaced typewritten pages.

If you write a short, abusive letter,
it's likely to get in print. Long,
abusive letters, however, are not
likely to get printed. Long,
brilliantly written, non-abusive
letters may, if we see fit, be printed
as articles. Be sure to tell us if
you don't want your letters printed.

An alternative newspaper depends very
directly on a community of concerned
people for existence. We believe that
it is very important to keep a paper
like this around. If you think so
too, then support us through
contributions and by letting our
advertisers know you saw -their ads in
the Post Amerikan.

The next deadline for submitting Post
material is Sept. 4, 1986.

Post Sellers

BLOOMING TON

Amtrack Station, 1200 W. Front

The Back Porch, 402 N. Main
Bloomington Public Library (in front)
Bus Depot, 533 N. East

Common Ground, 516 N. Main

Front and Center Building

Hit Shed, 103 E. Mulberry

Law and Justice Center, W. Front St.
Lee Street (100 N.)

Main and Miller streets

Medusa's Adult World, 420 N. Madison
Mike's Market, 1013 N. Park

Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire
Nierstheimer Drugs, 1302 N. Main

Pantagraph (front of building),

301 W. Washington
The Park Store, Wood & Allin
People's Drugs, -Oakland & Morrisey
Red Fox, 918 W. Market :
Susie's Cafe, 602 N. Main
U. S. Post Office, 1511 E. Empire

i (at exit)

U. S. Post Office, Center & Monroe
Upper Cut, 409 N. Main
Wash House, 609 N. Clinton
Washington and Clinton streets

NORMAL
Blue Dahlia Bookstore, 124 E. Beaufort
ISU University Union, 2nd floor
ISU University Unin, parking lot
entrance

The Galery, 111 E. Beaufort (in front):
Midstate Truck Plaza, U.S. 51 north
Mother Murphy's, 111 North St.
North & Broadway, southeast corner
Stan's Super Valu, 310 N. Main
White Hen Pantry, 207 Broadway

(in front)




Resistance fund raiser

-Counter-intelligence cabaret

"A-good morning from YRUU..."

"Many public figures often have an
undue scrutiny placed upon their
statements... that is to say that
people listen to what they say."

On the other hand,” there are those
not-so-public figures whose statements
are barely ever heard... until they
"put their shows on the road.

I pledge a billion, to the flag
Of the right-wing government
of E1 Salvador

Dave Lippman is part of a rare breed.
He is a topical songwriter, which is
to say that his work addresses issues
that .should be of importance to anyone
living above ground in the modern
world. And particularly to those
living on the high ground that is the
United States.

And to the death squads, for
which it stands

Lippman popped into the Pledge of
Resistance benefit concert at Normal's
‘Newman Center on June 27 with a full
dose of songs, insights, and state-
ments, splashed with a humor that

made it all go down easy.

One nation, underfed, indefen-
sible

With liberty for just us, over
all,

- songs* from all generations.

Lippman's show packs.a variety of
routines, voices, and characters,
including the infamous George $chrub,
anti-folksinger from the Committee to
Intervene Anywhere, whose mission it
is "first to fight for right, then for
farther right." Lippman's approach is
somewhat similar to that of Eugene
Chadbourne, sans bullshit.

"Hey, Mr. Congressman, did you
know there's such a thing as a Marxist
Christian?"

Lippman roused the audience with poli-
tical mockery set to the tunes of
Here's
his permutation of "Cockles and
Mussels":
In Hollywood city
Where the pearls are so pretty
I first caught a whiff
Of sweet Ronald's. cologhe
As he wheeled his wheelbarrow
Stuffed with bullet and barrel
Singing cockpits and missles
Alive, alive-o

And, of course, there's Lippman's
version of "Eleanor Rigby," titled
"President Reagan,"” which answers that
musical guestion, "All the lonely
fascists/Where do they all come from?"
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But Lippman is not all jokes and-
satire; he maintains a deeply serious
side as well. His recent travels in
Central America inspired his
"Conqueror's Song":

I don't fight for conQuerors
I fight to bring them down

Being a Dave Lippman in the face of
the modern music industry isn't the-
easiest thing to be. Lippman pays
little attention to the one topic
record companies and radio stations
can't seem to get enough of---

that of heterosexual love. Neither
does his art fit into any of the
established genres flowing apart from
the mainstream. .

And so, while Dave Lippman may develop
every other aspect of his performance
career, he'll never develop a
respectable bank account.

He obviously has other things on his
mind.

Stories that are given to ya

Are stories that should go right
through ya

They're only there to woo ya

The truth we spit upon

«.. the existential radio station.’

For information on tapes and publica-
tions, contact: Dave Lippman, P.O.

Box 40800, San Francisco CA 94140 -
"Remember, you were born to shop."

-MJ

Madigan gets casket after Contra aid vote

Reacting to President Reagan's victory
in the Congressional vote on military
.aid to the Nicaraguan contras, members
of the Bloomington-Normal Pledge of
Resistance delivered grave markers and
a casket to U.S. Congressman Edward
Madigan June 26.

Madigan voted in favor of military
aid. .

Dressed in black, faces painted,
carrying crosses bearing the names of
Nicaraguans already killed by the
contras, the group marched as a
funeral procession from the Empire St.
post office to Madigan's office at

'speech on private property.

Prospect and Washington--on the east
side of Veteran's Parkway.

Some of the Pledge members were
arrested last year for blocking the
entrance to the downtown IRS office.
With no plans for.civil disobedience,
the antiwar funeral procession paraded
through Eastland Mall, site of past
arrests for the exercise of free
Before
Eastland officials could object to
this non-shopping behavior, the group
was already through the mall, on its
way to Veteran's Parkway and beyond.

It was rusﬁ hour.
was jammed.

Veteran's Parkway
Within two minutes, the

Pantagraph nixes pledge coverage

Arriving for the start of the procession to Madigan's
office, I was delighted to see that the Pantagraph had sent"
She snapped photos, took notes,
and accompanied the group on its route.

a reporter/photographer.

But there was nothing in the paper. Not one photo, not one

sentence.

‘Polls showed that two-thirds of the American public opposed
But to the Pantagraph, the
local public expression of that majority sentiment is

military aid to the contras.

apparently not significant.

RIGHT:
after his vote to aid the contras.

patriotic glory. BELOW:

Casket and grave markers placed in Madigan's office
In the background hangs
Madigan's framed photo of air force jets soaring in

. After Congress voted to did the
.Contras, the Bloomington-Normal Pledge of Resistance led a
funeral procession through Eastland Mall.

»

Pledge's antiwar banner got more
exposure than it would in a half dozen
downtown courthouse vigils.

Signs advertising something other than
roads and commodities are rare out in
mallville. One van driver was so
engrossed that-he just plowed right in
to the car ahead of him, bouncing it
across the median. No serious
injuries. '

Madigan was not in his office to
receive the group. But his employee
cheerfully accepted the casket and
grave markers. She promised to relay
to the Congressman our displeasure
with his vote.

--Mark Silverstein
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Big court says:

- ‘Stick it in your ear’ -- an

In Georgia you can geffZO years for-
giving someone a blow job. Or getting
one.

effort to restore the 26 state laws
that were repealed or struck down in
the last 25 years.

Nevertheless, the existence of such
laws and the Court's implicit
endorsement of them are likely to

. have several adverse effects.

If you shoot the mayor of San ' ’
Francisco, they put you in the slammer
for 5 years or so. But in Georgia,
oral and anal sex, even between
consenting adults, even in the privacy
of your FHA-approved home, can get you

what d th" k.
ofthe pow Iook?

20 years! Those traditional
And five members of the Supreme Court ’ BLACK ROBES

of the liberty-loving United States of
Amerika don't care. They made their
attitude quite clear in the recent
decision of Hardwick v. Bowers, which
challenged the Georgia statute that
criminalizes "sodomy."

They also don't care that you can get
15 years in Tennessee or 30 days in
Arizona or a $200 fine in Texas. If
you perform or submit to a sexual act
that involves "the sex organs of one
person and the mouth or anus of
another," you are a criminal in the
state of Georgia. And you're a
criminal in 23 other states and the
District of Columbia, depending on
their definition of "sodomy," which
can mean practically anything that's
not penis in vagina for less than six
minutes with the male on top in a dark
room not more than three times a month
(birth control optional but not
encouraged). And in 20 of these
places it doesn't matter what the
gender mix is: mouth and anus are
sexual no-nos.

Little impact

Some people say that these laws are
seldom enforced and have little impact
on the private sex lives of consenting
adults. Then why are they on the
books? And why do they often carry
such whopping penalties? Obviously
some people are terribly  afraid of
something, and they have gone way out’
of their way to write their fears into
the law books.

Technically, the Supreme Court didn't
support sodomy laws in the Hardwick
ruling. Justice Byron White, writing
for the majority, claimed that "This
case does not require a judgment on
whether laws against sodomy between
consenting adults in general, or
between homosexuals in particular, are
wise or desirable."

First of all, the laws are on the
books and the Supreme Court has said
they're constitutional. How do we
know they won't be enforced? They
certainly can be used for harassment,
especially against people the police
or their bosses don't like. As the
AIDS crisis heats up further, who
knows what punitive measures the self-~
appointed guardians:of morality may
decide to take against gays and others
who might get blamed for the spread of
this terrifying disease? Sodomy laws
provide the ready means to go after
scapegoats.

Bye-bye privacy

Second, the Hardwick decision sets the
stage for further lIimitations of
personal and private liberties. There
may not be a sodomy law in Illinois
today, but at one time all 50 states
had them. This ruling may prompt an

were 30 dreary.

-Third, the decision increases the .
psychological baggage that gay people ’
have to carry around. Not only did
the Court legitimize the stigma
attached to variant forms of sexual
behavior, but it also gave its stamp
of approval to queer-hating. It
didn't matter to the court that the
Georgia law applies equally to
heterosexuals and homosexuals. White,
Burger, Powell, Rhenquist, and Day .
ugsed .the Hardwick case as a chance to
lash out at gay people.

Justice White's opinion is blatantly
homophobic. He compared gay sex to
adultery, incest, and other sexual
crimes, and went beyond the issues of
the case to review the history of
‘prohibitions against homosexuality
(see adjoining story). "What I was
absolutely astounded at was the
vehemence of the majority's opinion
and the transparent hostility and

Preacher says Big Court not the Iaw '

Three days before the Supreme Court
issued its scandalous ruling in the
Georgia sex-law case, tv evangelist
Pat Robertson told the Washington
Post that he doesn't consider the
Court's decisions the law, and that
the president and congress are not:
obligated to follow them. How
timely! -

Robertson, host of the infamous "700
Club, " an especially obnoxious Xian
evangelical program, is making a bid
for the 1988 Republican presidential
nomination. Robertson also heads
the notorious Xian Broadcasting
Network (XBN). :

In a June 27 interview, Robertson
said that public officials are bound
to support the Constitution as they
see it. "I don't think the Congress
of the United States is subservient
to the courts. . . . They.can ignore
a Supreme Court ruling if they so
choose, " said the religious crackpot.

Robertson made these comments when
asked whether, as president, he would
uphold Roe vs. Wade, the decision
that legalized abortion. "I think
Roe vs. Wade is based on very faulty
law,"” the bible-beating fanatic
declared. However, Robertson said
he would support the 1954 Court ruling’
which ordered school desegregation. .
"No question they ruled correctly,"”
the crackbrain admitted.

*as "despots.

Actually, Robertson has been

‘blathering about the Supreme Court for

some time now. On June 14 he told the
National Right to Life Convention in
Philadelphia, "With the wonderful

" process of mortality tables, only one

.more seat is needed for reversal" of
Roe vs. Wade. In the same speech the
twice-born dunderhead denounced the
"five unelected men in black robes"”

" The cracked pot calling
the kettle broken.)

Anyone who has the stomach to watch
Robertson's daily broadcast of "The
700 Club” (what does that mean?) has
heard the lunatic rail against the
Supreme Court more often than he
attacks Satan. On May 1 he blasted
the Court as "coercive utopians”; on
May 16 he branded them "a runaway
maverick organization"; and on June 6
he made an "appeal for the Judge of

-all the earth (Walter Cronkite??) to

overrule the justices of the Supreme
Court of the United States.”

Shitferbrains has also called for
packing the Court or impeaching
current members. "All that is needed

E today to change it is a simple

majority of Congress and a signed-into
-law (sic) by the President and we
would suddenly have eleven Supreme
Court Jjustices instead of nine."” He
continued: "And I might also add,
that they do not serve for 1life, they
serve for good behavior, and there are

many who feel this is no longer good
behavior." (This whacko, remember, is
-running for presidgnt.

Well, I bet the Rev. Mr. Robertson is
singing a very different loony tune
about the Big Court's sodomy ruling.
A confessed homophobe and breeder,
Robertson probably can't wait to
start sending the sex police into
bedrooms everywhere from West Los
Angeles to Castro Street and the East
Village.

On the other hand, the addlepated
~sometimes point the way. Rabid Robby
has made it quite clear that trashing
the Supreme Court is acceptable
behavior, even among the re-born,
goody-goody set. More important, it
seems only fair that if a religious
mucky-muck like Robertson can pick and
choose which S.C. rulings he wants to
obey, the rest of us peons can do the
same. :

So: if you suddenly get the chance

to do something that involves your sex
organs and the mouth or anus of some-
one else, go right ahead. Pat
Robertson said it was okay.

--Ferdydurke

Sources: Chigcage Tribune, June 27,
1986; People for the American Way

news release, July 2, 1986.
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nowhere else

' bitterness toward gay people," said
Joe Easley, co-chair of the Lambda
Legal Defense Fund.

Obsessive focu's .

Even dissenting Justice Harry Blackmun
seemed dismayed by the majority's
anti-gay attitude. Pointing to "the
Court's almost obsessive focus on
homosexual activity," Blackmun sharply
observed that "Unlike the Court, the

. Georgia legislature has not proceeded
‘on the assumption that homosexuals
are so different from other citizens
that their lives may be controlled in
a way that would not be tolerated if
it limited the choices of other
citizens."

Blackmun also chided the majority for
misconstruing the Hardwick case and
not seeing it as a privacy issue:
"What the Court really has refused to
recognize is the fundamental interest
all individuals have in controlling
the nature of their intimate
associations with others."

The anti-homosexual character of the
Hardwick opinion could be legally
devastating to gay Amerikans. This
ruling will result in continued, and
possibly increased, use of sodomy laws
to justify other anti-gay court
decisions--even in non-sodomy related
cases. Sodomy laws are the last
refuge of homophobes and are
frequently cited to support the
argument that gay people are habitual
lawbreakers. The argument is then
used as the basis for denying, custody
of children to gay parents, refusing
to recognize gay organizations on
college campuses, and so forth.

The highest court in the land had an
opportunity to ease the fear and
hostility that plague the lives of 10
to 15 percent of the population.
Instead, five judges turned their
backs on several million citizens and
said, in effect, the Constitution
doesn't protect you.

Backlash

The one compensation of the Hardwick
ruling is that it has create
backlash. The decision is so
offensive that it prompted some of
the largest pro-gay demonstrations
since the 1970s.

People turned out in

New York, San Francisco, Washington,
D.C., Los Angeles, Dallas, and even
Cincinnati to express their anger at
the Court's decision to allow states
to regulate private, consensual adult
sex.

Many nongays are also upset by the
high court's ruling (see adjoining
article). The Hardwick decision
brings out into the open the contempt
the Amerikan government has for its
gay citizens. Official expression of
that contempt has made many people
uncomfortable and may result in new
support for gay rights efforts. And
if nothing else, many heterosexuals
recognize that the Georgia law
criminalizes a lot of their sexual -
activity too.

Yet it's hard to foresee any
significant change in the present
trend toward restricting individual
liberties. Gore Vidal thinks that the
liberty-stripping has become part of
the system and that "it's time to hold
a constitutional convention to restore
our system to what it once was, or
perhaps what it ought to be."

He may be right. Reagan is packing
the courts with alarming rapidity--by
1989 half of all federal judges will
be his appointees. And with arch-
conservative Rehnquist as Chief
Justice, and the new associate
appointee a rampant breeder of the
Papist persuasion, the Supreme Court

.promises to offer less and less

protection from the Reagan-Falwell-
Helms assault on civil liberties.

After all, the U.S. Supreme Court is
seldom more than a sounding-board for

-the prevailing prejudices of the day.

In 1857 the high court denied
individual rights to blacks, in 1873
it denied rights to women, and in 1944
it denied rights to Japanese-
Amerikans. All of these groups had to
struggle long and hard--and are still
struggling--to reverse the impact of
these injustices. How long will it
take gay people to do the same? I
don't expect to see it in my lifetime.

--Ferdydurke

Sources: The New York Times, 1 July
1986, pp. 10-11; Newsweek, 30 June, 7
July, 14 July, 1986; The Advocate,
issue 452 (Aug. 5, 1986). .
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‘One of the most outrageous parts of
the Supreme Court's decision in the
.Georgia case was the heavy reliance
.on tradition and past law to justify
the validity of sodomy laws. In
‘essence the Court's majority said that
'since people have been kicking queers
around for centuries, it's all right
to go on kicking 'em around.

In his majority opinion Justice White
declared that "Proscriptions against
that conduct (sodomy) have ancient
roots"; and in his separate
.concurrence Chief Justice Burger said
.anti-queer laws have existed
"throughout the history of Western
‘civilization."

‘Burger went on to point out that
""Homosexual sodomy was a capital crime
‘under Roman law." That's true--the
‘emperor Justinian claimed that sodomy
should be outlawed because it caused
earthquakes. Is that what the Supreme
Court of the United States had in mind
in 1986 A.D.? (I've been known to say
"the earth moved" on several occasions
when I was performing a "sexual act
involving the sex organs of one person
and the mouth or anus of another," but
I didn't mean it literally, MNr.

Worse than rape?

" Burger.)

Justice Harry Blackmun got downright
snippy about this "ancient roots"”
lire, and in his dissenting opinion
Blackmun quoted Oliver Wendell
Holmes on the matter: "It is
revolting to have no better reason
for a rule of law than that it was
laid down in the time of Henry IV."

The good Jjustice Holmes would have a

"lot  to be revolted about in Burger's

concurrence. Not only did the Chief
Pooh-Bah cite Roman law, he also -
pointed to the:first English law
criminalizing sodomy, which came in
the court of King Henry VIII--and we
all know what a moral and sexually
upright guy Henry was. It's a wonder
Burger didn't cite the Third Reich,
which sent homos to concentration
camps, or Khomeni's Islamic police
state, where queers are executed
after they've been tortured.

But the number-one outrage in this
"we've- always done-it" routine had to
be Burger's citation of William
Blackstone, the 18th-century British
jurist and legal high lama. Here's

the exact quote from Burger's opinion:’

Amerikans
don’t like
big court ruling

According to a poll ‘taken by the
Gallup organization for Newswegk
magazine, 47 percent of those
Amerikans who were aware of the:
Supreme Court decision in the
Georgia sex-law case don't approve
of the ruling. Only 41 percent do
do approve. (Gallup found that 73
percent of those polled knew about
the case and its outcome.)

When the question was phrased more
generally--"Do you think that states
.should have the right to prohibit
sexual practices conducted in private
between consenting adult homosexuals?
--57 percent answered no,- while only
34 percent said yes. An even greater
number--74 percent--thought states
should not have the right to ban
private heterosexual activities. .

_Asked whether they think
"homosexuality has become an
accepted alternative lifestyle or
not," 61 percent replied no (up 3%
from 2 years ago), while 32 percent
said yes and 7 percent didn't know.

According to an analysis by Newsweek,
there was greater disapproval of the
Supreme Court decision among middle-
aged Amerikans (54%) than among any
other age group, but there was
virtually no difference between men
and women on this issue.

Among the other results of the poll
were these:

—--Fully 25 percent of the respondents
said that they or their acquaintances
were avoiding people they knew to be
homosexual or suspected of being
homosexual--because of AIDS. This
figure was more than double the 13
percent who answered the same way
last August (1985).

--0Only 29 percent of the people polled
said they had any homosexual friends
or acquaintances; 67 percent said they
didn't.

--Asked how often heterosexuals ‘engage
in oral or anal sex, 42 percent said
it was commonplace, 33 percent it was
not commonplace, and 25 percent said
they didn't know.

-~-According to Newsweek's analysis,
women are more likely than men to have
homosexual friends and to think that
homosexuality is an acceptable life-
style. Women are also much less
likely (19%) than men (32%) to avoid
known or suspected homosexuals.

--Source:

Newsweek, 14 July 1986,
p. 38. :

"Blackstone described 'the infamous
crime against nature' as an offense

of 'deeper malignity' than rape, an
heinous act 'the very mention of which
is a disgrace to human nature,' and

'a crime not fit to be named'."

‘Can you believe that? Anal or oral
sex between consenting adults in the

privacy of their own homes is worse
than rape??!! That's got to be the
most obnoxious male heterosexual self-
justification rap of all time! Shit,
Bubba, you might be a vicious, no-
good, slobbering mad-dog rapist, but -
at least you ain't queer. Jest don't
go stickin' it in somebody's mouth or

‘anus now, y'hear?

In Georgia a man was acquitted of rape

‘but found guilty of consensual sodomy
.with a woman.
decision Mr. Burger can get behind.

I'l1l bet that's a

--Ferdydurke

Source: New York Times, 1 July 1986,

p. 10.
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Search warrants, possession busts

Bloomington police target

The Bloomington police department has
launched a new drug enforcement
campaign aimed at small-scale users
and dealers.

Concentrating on petty marijuana
busts, the Bloomington police
department's drive represents a change
in local drug enforcement strategy.

Not since the demise of the Peoria-
based MEG (Multi-county Enforcement
Group) has Bloomington 'seen so much
law enforcement effort devoted to the
covert detection and apprehension of
minor pot users and dealers.

When it operated in Bloomlngton, the='
Peoria-based MEG unit -was widely = ,
criticized for going after small- -
timers.- But even MEG did not
purposely seek arrests for mere
possession of small quantities of
‘illegal substances.

Out-MEGed MEG

Bloomington has out-MEGed MEG.
with search warrants, Bloomington
police have busted people in their own
homes for mere possession--not sale--
of marijuana.

Armed

. targeting the
-But DCI has generally sought under-
. cover buys of larger quantities from
" middle=-level ‘dealéers.

Based on information volunteered from
a landlord, for example, Bloomington
police got a warrant to search a
tenant's residence for marijuana.

With a nine-year-old's information
about his mother, Bloomington police
got a search warrant and arrested the
mother for possession of minor’ amounts
of pot and cocaine. '

After Bloomington left the MEG unit
several years ago, most local drug
enforcement has been carried out by
the undercover. agents of Task Force VI
of the Illinois Division of Criminal
Investigation (DCI). MEG admitted
"street-level” dealer.

| Bloomington and
Normal both contribute a full-time
officer to the DCI task force..

The DCI task force still operates in
Bloomington-Normal. But Bloomington
police officials are apparently not
satisfied with DCI's target of middle-
level drug dealers.

Home searches

The Bloomington police department has
adopted the goals of the discredited

Rape Crisis Center
of McLean County

S

AND FAMILIES.

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS.

WE'RE A NON-PROFIT VOLUNTEER GROUP WHOSE MAIN PURPOSE IS TO OFFER
ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT TO VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT AND THEIR FRIENDS

FEMALE VOLUNTEERS ANSWER OUR CALLS, BUT BOTH. MALE AND FEMALE
VOLUNTEERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR CRISIS ASSISTANCE, INFORMATION AND

If you want to talk to one of us

Call PATH

and ask for the

Rape Crisis Center

827-4005

lf_

. N\ J{erés sjnces <Fruits . V%ewli(es JVutS

MEG unit: targeting small-scale
dealers and users. And in its
enthusiasm for searching people's
homes, the new Bloomington campaign
threatens to become even more
intrusive and petty than MEG ever was.

Thousands of otherwise law-abiding
Bloomington residents possess ‘illegal
substances in the privacy of their .
homes. Until recently, most local
drug enforcement activity was not
concerned with these citizens. With
Bloomlngton s active new drug
enforcement push, however, pot smokers-
must start worrying about the knock at

- the door.. Court files reveal some of

the new efforts by Bloomlngton
detectlves-

LandIOrd

*k Early'in 1986, a local landlord

- entered his tenant's apartment when

the tenant was not home. The landlord
spotted marijuana and informed police.
Based on the landlord's observations,
Bloomington police obtained a search
warrant for the tenant's residence.

** When 18-year-old Deborah Stevenson
accidently shot herself while playing

. with a gun in early February,

Bloomington police asked her all about
it. She named.the gun owner and also
said he had marijuana in his
apartment. Based on her information,
Bloomington police got a search
warrant. According to court
documents, eight officers were
assigned to serve the warrant, search
the apartment, and make the bust.

$10 buy

** Bloomington police detective Rick
Davis smoked a bowl of marijuana
during an undercover pot buy in early
February, according to his own report.
(See adjoining story.) The
transaction started when detective-
Crowé received a call from "an
informant.” The informant offered to
help get someone busted for selling
"narcotics." The "narcotics" turned
out to be merely marijuana and look-
alike speed (caffeine).

The Bloomington narc squad might have
budget problems. Davis originally
agreed to buy an ounce of marijuana.
But he later tried to change the deal
to a mere $10 buy.

Bloomington police were not very
protective of their informant's
identity.. In their reports, they
printed his name and address: Virgil
Reichard, 1830 W. Illinois.

Tips

** Acting on what they described as a
"tip," Bloomington police bought a
small quantity of drugs from Aaron
Moore in January. Moore obligingly
told police that Claude Prather was in
possession of drugs. When police
received the same information from
Danny Davis (who was in custody on a
forgery charge), police got a search
warrant for Prather's apartment.

** Another "tip" led police to get a
search warrant for the home of a west
side couple last May, according to a
small Pantagraph article. When they
discovered marijuana plants growing,
police hauled in the couple for
manufacture of cannabis and possession

Common Ground has a wide selection of wholesome foods,
natural body.care products, vitamin and mineral sup-
plements, and books for organic cooking and healthy
living.

with intent to deliver.

Snitches can smoke

** Based on the word of an unidenti-
fied informant, Bloomington police
detective Charles Crowe got a warrant
to search the home of Janet Johnson.
According to Crowe's April 16 appli-
cation for the warrant, this unnamed
informant bought thirty dollars worth
of pot six separate times in the last
five days from Ms. Johnson. The
informant apparently bought this
marijuana for his own use (or for
sale), because there is no evidence
that Bloomington police ever saw the
pot from these six buys.

By selling many foods in bulk, Common Ground reduces
your costs on nuts, flours, spices, grains, snack
mixes and many-other items. You may also purchase
just the amount you need!: Come see the gourmet
coffee beans and fresh produce section as well.
Experience a new and healthier way of life!

~ Juices - Books + Smacks-Jas

'cr an additional sav1ngs of 10% on all purchases,
you may purchase a discount card for an annual fee
of $10.00.

.(\_d.




small-scale pot users, dealers

Because Bloomington detectives did not
see the pot themselves, Crowe had to
persuade the judge that the marijuana
was genuine:

"Informant has used cannabis regularly
on a daily basis, for several years,
and has told applicant [Detective
Crowé] informant knows the effects of
using cannabis upon his’ body," the
search warrant application said.
Because the informant got a good’
enough high smoking Janet Johnson's
pot, Detective Crowe explained, the
informant believes the marijuana is
‘real. S

Court files reveal that police did
find marijuana in Janet Johnson's
house. But police filed no charges
against her. '

' Up your ladder

** Searching Janet Johnson's house
'apparently allowed Bloomington police
to move "up the ladder" of marijuana
distribution. When Johnson's supplier
. arrived at Johnson's house at 1410 N.
Lee to deliver a bag of marijuana
April 18, Bloomington detectives were
waiting for her. This time police

. filed charges. 1In their report,
police said they had "received .
information" that the delivery of
marijuana would occur. In their list
" of possible witnesses against
Johnson's supplier, the prosecution
listed Janet' Johnson, but claimed that
her address was unknown.

** Operating at the Union 76 truck
stop with a citizen's band radio last
January, Bloomington police made a
daring hand to hand buy of marijuana

OUR HERO RELAXES AT HOME
AFTER A LONG DAY OF
SSETTNG UP” DOPE PUSHERS.

0BoY/ RERONS

from a passing trucker. Five officers
were stationed at the truck stop as
one officer broadcast on his radio
"Anyone out there got any smokin' dope
for sale?" The several-hour operation
produced one arrest for delivery of
less than 10 grams of marijuana--a
misdemeanor.

Snitching on mom

** The Bloomington detectives' new
fondness for searching homes brought
them to new lows in May. A
Bloomington woman was arrested for
possession of small quantities of
marijuana and cocaine. The Pantagraph
reported that police got the search
warrant after a tip was phoned into
Crimestoppers. In court, the
prosecution revealed that the
information came from the arrested
woman's nine-year-old son.

It's bad enough when police encourage
kids to turn in their parents (for
"crimes" that thousands are
committing). It got worse when Judge
Witte imposed this condition when he
set bail: the woman is forbidden to
associate with her two children.

Witte didn't care that she had legal
custody of her children. Witte didn't
wait for the Department of Children
and Family Services to investigate.

He didn't care that there'd been no
finding of guilt. He didn't even

bother to hold a hearing. With one
heavyhanded stroke of his gavel, Judge
Witte took her children away.

The lab report (two months later)
showed that the alleged cocaine was
not even a controlled substance. But
charges of possessing between 2.5 and
10 grams of marijuana (a piddling
amount) are still pending.

* * * * Tk

Police have always had the power to
get these search warrants and make
these petty busts. But they have
usually restricted their active
efforts to various levels of drug .
sellers. Until recently, the hundreds
of small occasional dealers and the
thousands and thousands of local
residents who get high--but do not
deal--could feel relatively safe from
police scrutiny.

That condition has changed. The
smallest pot dealers--even those who
sell only to a small circle of
friends--are now targets. The police
want to make arrests, even for mere

N
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are looking for. informants and they
are looking for information. If they
get it, they'll be coming through your
door.

--Mark Silverstein

possession. The Bloomington police
{ . -
Narcs can lie, smoke dope
| y S e pe
From reading court files to write the admitted lie about his identity. It
adjoining article, I can see that it's - won't matter. You'll be convicted.
time once again to dispell a couple
myths about undercover drug agents. Narcs can also smoke dope. Since they
aren't supposed to actually get high,
Narcs can lie. They can smoke dope. "they say in their reports that they
They can do both and still bust you. "simulated"™ smoking pot. Sometimes
they say they don't inhale.
Many people. persist in believing that
if you ask narcs if they are police Here's how Bloomington undercover
agents, they have to tell the truth. detective Rick Davis described his
= . B ) _smoking. pot in a February report:
According to police reports, several .
minor drug dealers in Bloomington "At one point he loaded the pipe and
apparently believed this myth. People handed it to me. Due to the fact that
who believe this myth get themselves in R/O [Reporting Officer] opinion, he
busted. was testing me to determine if I would
participate, R/0 did light the pipe
In their reports, the undercover and drew smoke from it but did not
officers tell about being asked 'if - inhale the smoke. After a few puffs
, they are narcs. They say no. They from the pipe, it was cleaned out
| make the buy, then make the bust. prematurely and thrown back to the
: . . male.". -
In court, a defense attorney might try --M.S.
1. to make a big deal of the narc's
. -

BEHIND
IN
RENT?

--Public Aid?
--Unemployment?
--Waiting on your fi

Community
Action

Received a threat of eviction?
Received an eviction notice?
Are You

--Pending Social Security?

Community Action may be able to assist you with
past due rent. For more information or an
appointment, call 829-0691

rst employment check?

1100 West Market Street
Bloomington, lllinois 61701
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In search of variety.. .

- Women's

Last month several thousand women and
a handful of men gathered for a long -
weekend at Bloomington, Indiana's '
National Women's Music Festival, and
this month a few thousand more women
are frolicking in the woods at the
Michigan Womyn's Festival. If you
think these fans have gathered to hear
songs performed by the likes of Olivia
Newton-John or Belinda Carlyle, think
again.

What is it?

"Women's Music" is a specialized area
of pop music which caters to feminist-
lesbian women, though its fans and
performers are not necessarily
feminist, lesbian, or even women
(though they are usually 2 out of the
3). The lyrical content is typically
woman-oriented--politically, philo-
sophically, and/or sexually--and the
musical side is akin to the 1970's
sensitive singer/songwriters or mellow
California rock, heavy on piano or
acoustic guitar. The main difference
is the overwhelming number of women's
names listed on the album covers and
the somewhat unusual use of female
pronouns in the lyrics.

The women's music movement sprang out
of the political and social changes

of the women's movement in the early
1970s. Lesbian and other female
performers were seeking out a safe,
creative environment, the artistic
freedom not to be found among the gold
chains and hairy chests of the main-
stream music scene.

It was to become the cultural outlet
of the women's movement, music which
was beginning to speak from women's
experience, not with words like "my
boyfriend's back and you're gonna be
in trouble," but "lean on me, I am
your sister, believe in me, I'm your
friend." Most pop music had (has)
little to say for feminists, and even
less to say for lesbians, and female
musicians and songwriters were
frustrated functioning in a mostly,
male world where the phrase "not too
bad for a woman" (or worse yet,
"girl") could be heard with annoying
regularity.

in the beginning...

In January of 1973, Olivia Records,
the first women's music label, was
formed. Self-proclaimed as a
"lesbian-women's music collective, "
Olivia vowed to make available to
the public "music that speaks
honestly and realistically about
women's lives." Early releases
featured Meg Christian, singing
such feminist classics as "léapin'
lesbians" and "Ode to a Gym ‘
Teacher," and Cris Williamson,
whose first Olivia album went on to
sell over 150,000 copies (no small
feat considering that advertising
support was virtually non- -
existent and its reputation spread
almost entirely by word of mouth).

In addition, Margie Adam and Holly
Near also became women's music '
superstars, easily identifiable by
. merely their first names (in much
the same way as "Bruce" is to rock
. fans), and many others released
albums on women's labels.

It is tempting to pigeon-hole
musicians based on the genre from
which they operate, and the temptation.
is no different for women's music. In

fact, it is a more salient possibility
in the virtually self-contained women's
music industry, complete with its own
production and distribution systems.

With the advantage of a cooperative
community atmosphere also comes the
danger of short-sightedness, narrow-
mindedness, and incestuous development
of musical style. A close examination
of the first crop of women's music
releases reveals some diversity of
style, from the traditional folk and
bluegrass influences of Rosalie
Sorells and Betsy Rose to the
political folk-pop of Holly Near and
Kristin Lems to the intrapersonal

-balladry of Cris Williamson and

Margie Adam.

Recent releases include brief forays
into rock by Tret Fure and technopop
by Sue Fink. However, the influence
of the limited group of producers,
engineers, musicians within a musical
subculture has led to a certain
sameness within the women's music
scene, with Cris Williamson as the
obvious role model.

National Women’s Music Fest | _
From its politically and socially
inspired beginnings, the women's

music scene has evolved into something
entirely different. Those attending
the recent National Women's Music
Festival were treated to a fairly
homogeneous group of talented but
largely unoriginal Cris Williamson
sound alikes.

Gone was the call for sisterhood and
sense of community once prevalent at
the fest. Gone was the sharing, song
swapping, and spontaneous jamming.
And most sadly, gone was any sense of
political commitment. 1In its place
was a generic form of lesbian love
song, singer-songwriters typically
performing alone and singing, almost
exclusively, their own songs.

There was also a surprising display

of sexism, exemplified by the whistles
and catcalls that a particularly
androgynous stage crew member had to
suffer while moving eqguipment between
sets. Would that have been acceptable
behavior if a male audience had been
doing the same to a female crew member?

it depends

Based on past experiences with the
NWMF in Champaign, this year's fest-
ival was somewhat disappointing,
primarily for the reasons listed
above. But perhaps for those attending
for the first time, or for those more
firmly engrained in the subculture,
there was no problem. For others,
perhaps, it was a letdown. So the
question is, "Is there something wrong
with women's music?" And the answer
can only be,. "It depends."

Music; Ready for change?

Even accepting that love songs are
really what this movement is all
about, there is still something missing,:
and that is the lack of ensemble
playing among women musicians. There

is a notable repetition of names on
studio albums--Cris Williamson performs
on and co-produces Tret Fure's album,
who in turn does the same for Williamson,
while Diane Lindsey plays bass for both
and all three of them appear on
Olivia's tenth anniversary release,

"Meg and Cris At Carnegie Hall, " which
Fure also mixed and co-produced. The
list goes on. One has to wonder if
there are really so few musicians to

go around. Judging by the NWMF, this
appears to be the case. Most performers
played alone or with only one or two
others. Williamson appeared with Fure
and a Holly Near associate, bassist
Carrie Barton (and an unidentified drum
machine), Sue Fink performed with a

lone guitarist and a bank of computers,
and an ill-advised Alix Dobkin sang
several songs to a pre-recorded instru-
mental track (shades of "Bandstand?"
MTV?). A few other side people were
sprinkled around the main stage, show-
case, coffee house, and open stage
performances, but they were too few

and too far between.

Different drum?

Where were the drummers, the electric
guitarists, where was the beat? 1It-
would seem that women are doomed to
play alone, limited to writing highly
personal and yet somehow cliche-ridden
love songs, with accompaniment on _
piano or accoustic guitar. Young
female musicians had best look else-
where for role madels, or yet another
generation of Cris Williamson clones"
will appear.

Women's music is great for what it is,
but what it is severely limited. Those
looking for a wider variety of music
from the women's experience might also
listen to albums by Rickie Lee Jones,
the Roches, Joan Armatrading, and Joni
Mitchell. For guitar heroines, try
Bonnie Raitt. For drummers, well,
keep looking, somebody's bound to come
along eventually. As for the women's
music genre, be sure to check it out
for yourself, but here are a few sug-
gestions. Listen to "The Changer and
the Changed, " Cris Williamson's first
Olivia album. By today's technical
standards its not really up to par,
but it did set the pace for much of
what has followed. Meg Christian and

'Holly Near each have a greatest hits -
.type album available, and try Olivia's
.tenth anniversaxy release,
Cris at Carnegie Hall,"

"Meg and
for a nice
overview. If you want to dig deeper,
listen to Alix Dobkin for separatist
philosophy, Alive! for jazz, Tret Fure
for a beat, Sue Fink for high tech

"whimsy, then maybe take a shot at
.Ronnie Gilbert, Nancy Vogel, Teresa

.Trull, June Millington, Deidre McCalla,

It depends on the expectations, wants,
and needs of the audience. If it only |,
wants beautiful lesbian love songs,
then the market is being met. However,
if the audience-desires a larger
variety of music which speaks from the
female experience, then something is
missing. A single choice for jazz
(Alive), rock (Tret Fure), acapella
harmony (Sweet Honey in the Rock),:
etc., is simply not enough. Holly
Near works hard to keep a social
conscience in women's music, but she
cannot do it alone.

-room for lots more.
any female bands or performers that
" Post readers might be interested in
. reading about, please let us know.

‘Debbie Fier, Casselberry and Dupree,

Kristin Lems, Lifeline, Mary Watkins,

“Linda Tillery, Kate Clinton for comedy,
.and others probably not too numerous
- to mention.

'Keep in mind that in spite of all the

fine music available, there is always
If you know of

--LH
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ABOVE:

Officer Tom Sanders

Reprimand secret until now

Bloomington police officer Tom Sanders
whipped out his revolver while on
riot-control duty in Normal during the

tense early morning hours of October
4, 1984.

in 1980, the City of Bloomington is

Sanders faced three additional

Fortunately, a superior officer with a
cooler head spotted Sanders's

Because Sanders shot an innocent man

paying out a $600,000 settlement. At
the time of the 1984 melee in Normal,

lawsuits charging police brutality and

When Sanders drew his gun at the
corner of North and Broadway, the
Normal police--with reinforcements
from the County and Bloomington
forces--were trying to prevent
students from returning to Normal City

LY

foolishness. He ordered Sanders to
put his gun away.

Up to 2,000 ISU students had been
roaming the streets of downtown

If there was any officer who couldhave turned ISU’s 1984
beer riot into another Kent State, it was Tom Sanders.

Normal, smashing windows, uprooting
traffic signs and blocking traffic.
Students were angry about anti-student
policies of the Normal City Council
and at a police crackdown on student
parties. Enthusiasm over another
Chicago Cubs victory that evening
bolstered the rowdy anti-authoritarian
mood.

violations of civil rights. Two
months earlier, the public learned
that the FBI was conducting its own
investigation into allegations of
Sanders's brutality.

been made public.
ret Repriman is contained in police documents
Secre ep and released to me--after a l4-month
Two days after the riot, Sanders was
officially reprimanded (in secret) for
unnecessarily drawing his gun. He was
given two days off without pay.

Information Act.

(See adjoining
story.)

14-month FOIA fight

This is the first public revelation
that Officer Tom Sanders pulled out
his gun in the middle of the tense
student riot in 1984.

Bloomington city officials and police
supervisors have tried to stop this
information from getting out.

'It makes them look bad. Even though
Sanders received a reprimand for
drawing his gun, police supervisors
should have known not to send Tom
Sanders to Normal that night.

I learned of Sanders's reprimand after
using the Illinois Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) to get police
documents.

Not easy

It wasn't easy.

Over a fourteen month period, I had to
meet with the Chief of Police, write
numerous letters, file two written
appeals, and threaten several times to
go to court.

That threat gained some credibility in
June, 1985. That's when the American
Civil Liberties Union sued the City of
Bloomington on my behalf, asking
disclosure of citizen complaints filed
against Bloomington officers. That
suit is still pending.

In this case, I asked for documents
relating to suspensions and reprimands
of Bloomington police officers.

Blackouts

The documents I finally received were
heavily censored. A section of the
Illinois FOIA says that public bodies
don't have to release information if
disclosure would be "a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy."

City officials are very concerned
about invading personal privacy. They
stretch this exemption as far as they
think they can.

The documents I received show that an
officer was disciplined for
unnecessary display of a weapon.
contain the reports of several
officers who saw the weapon drawn.
But city officials blacked out the
names of all the police officers.

They didn't stop there. City
officials also tried to black out all
information which would reveal that
the disciplined officer's misconduct
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Police tried to keep reprimand secret

appeal under the Freedom of
Information Act. I pointed out that
Tom Sanders has been the subject of a
great deal of local public
controversy. So was the riot, which
made national news. I argued that
disclosure of Tom Sanders's conduct at
the riot was a matter of public
concern, not an invasion of his
personal privacy.
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I also argued that city officials had
only one possible reason for blacking
out the location of the incident: to
cover their ass. The Illinois Freedom
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Tue cur of the ALY of Information Act does not yet permit
“,ﬂwﬂl““hﬂmtuywﬂﬂu municipal officials to withhold
oﬂuutr.' information on the grounds that
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disclosure might expose their own
misconduct or cause them
embarrassment.

City Manager Herman Dirks partially
granted this second administrative
appeal. He conceded that the incident
occurred at North and Broadway in
Normal. But he still refuses to admit
publicly that it was Tom Sanders who
drew his gun that night.

occurred in Normal during the student

riot. Were they trying to protect

privacy, or cover their ass? --Mark Silverstein

Whatever they were trying to cover,

Sanders's actions during the riot and
his subsequent suspension have never
But the information

battle--under the Illinois Freedom of

=

Hall. Earlier in the wild evening,
students smashed city hall windows,
trashed a squad car, and posed for TV
cameras, chanting "Fuck [Police Chief]
Lehr, we want beer."

During the early hours of the melee,
police did not try to disperse the
crowd. Then police changed strategy.
By 11 pm, with riot-equipped
reinforcements in place, the Normal
police lined up across North St. and
tried to force the students back to
campus.

A lot of police officers showed
professional restraint in the face of
numerous barrages of rocks and
bottles. But Normal police hadn't had
riot control training in more than a
decade.

It showed.

For the first couple blocks, police
were fairly successful in forming the
standard riot-control line and moving
students west on North St. But as
police marched west past Fell St.,
there were no buildings to anchor the
ends of the line. Police had only
empty parking lots on each side, and
rioters easily slipped behind the
line.

To make things worse, some officers
left the line, following some rock-
throwing students into the Julian Hall
parking lot. These cops were soon
surrounded, cut off from the rest of
the officers, with rocks and bottles
landing everywhere.

Here's a paragraph from what I wrote
in the Post Amerikan at the time:

"At this point, the cops' lack of
training could have had disastrous
consequences. If any of those
surrounded cops had got hurt, got
extremely angry and panicked, they
could have struck back at some
students. If any students got
severely hurt in that situation, the
entire crowd of students might have
escalated their violence. If that

happened, one of the panicked,
surrounded cops might have started
shooting."

they didn't cover it quite well T
enough. Sanders whipped out his revolver.
They didn't black out the date. They
blacked out the names of the streets
where the .incident occurred. But in

one spot, they forgot to black out the
word Normal.

Spy tricks

That got me curious enough to look
closer. City officials apparently did.
the blacking-out in two stages: first
with a ball point pen, then with a
heavy felt tip marker. 1In one spot,
they forgot to use the marker.

Sanders is visible through the ball
point crossout.

That really pricked my curiosity.
started the eyestrain. As I looked
for more careless markouts, I learned
a spy trick. 1If you hold the blacked-
out sections to the light in just the
right way, you can sometimes just
barely see some of the letters
underneath.

And

]

I saw enough to know that Tom Sanders
was the officer being disciplined.

But I wanted city officials to confirm
it. I filed another administrative

_
BELOW: The intersection of Broadway and North streets,

about the time officer Tom
A wall of cops blocked rioters' access to the

intersection, while Police Chief Lehr (in checked shirt) paced impotently about.

I didn't realize how close we came.

Sometime during this period of the
riot, several Bloomington cops,
including Officer Tom Sanders, were
blocking traffic on Broadway from

entering the intersection with North
St.

Gun pointed

Sanders didn't think an approaching
pickup” truck was slowing down fast
enough. He pulled out his gun and
pointed it at the approaching truck,
according to one officer's report.
The truck stopped one or two car
lengths in front of Sanders.

Sanders's superior officer ordered him
to put his gun away.

"The speed of the approaching vehicle,
in my opinion, was under 10 mph, and
was slowing down," Sander's superior
wrote. "Officer Sanders did not try
and move out of the path of the
vehicle as it approached."

* * * * * *
How severe is a two-day suspension?

— =
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Officer Tom Sanders pulled gun during ‘84 ISU beer riot

Here's a comparison. Before Sanders's
suspension, the last Bloomington
police officer disciplined for
unnecessary gunplay was Detective
Charles Crowe. 1In 1983, Crowe
violated Illinois law and Bloomington
police department policy (and common
sense) by shooting (and wounding) a
fleeing misdemeanor suspect in the
midst of bystanders at Eastland Mall.
(That settlement cost Bloomington only
$15,000--a bargain considering the
fact the police detective could have
been charged with attempted murder.)
Crowe got a three-day suspension.

If three days off is what you get for
actually shooting someone, then two
days off is an unusually stiff
suspension for unnecessary display of
a weapon, especially since nothing
happened, no one was injured, and no
citizens complained.

Unusual officer
But Tom Sanders is an unusual officer.
If there was any officer in any Twin

City police department who could have

(Please turn the page.)

-

Sanders reprimand
too hot for Pantagraph

When an frequently-investigated
frequently-sued officer pulls out a
gun in the middle of a student riot,
that's news. Even if we find out
about it almost two years later,
still news worth printing.

it's

The Pantagraph almost printed this
news 1n June. -

I said almost.

Reporter Steve Arney was assigned to
the story. He looked at the documents
I'd received. I showed him how to
hold them up to the light so that he
could see Tom Sanders's name. He saw
it.

Arney was concentrating on the Freedom

of Information Act angle. He was also I
going to identify Sanders as the
reprimanded officer. It was going to
bé a Sunday feature. Arney came over
and got copies of the blacked-out
documents to use as artwork.

Later that night, Arney called me.
Arney said his editor changed his
mind. Arney still had the story
assignment, but he couldn't name Tom
Sanders.

No story ever appeared in the
Pantagraph.

That's one reason we put out the
Post Amerikan.

Police gave up screening

Sanders’ assignments

Sending Officer Tom Sanders out on a

riot control assignment is asking for
trouble. Sanders's supervisors knew

it.

They even tried doing something about

it. Once. Only a couple months
earlier.

In late July 1984, in response to a
Pantagraph inquiry, city officials
publicly acknowledged that Officer
Sanders was the subject of an FBI
probe. The FBI was investigating
allegations of police brutality and
violations of civil rights.

Pending the investigation, the
Pantagraph reported, shift supervisors
were screening which calls Sanders
would be sent on.

The paper quoted a "city

administration source" saying shift

supervisors are "exercising caution"
.in Sanders's assignments.

Shift supervisors weren't worried
about what Sanders might do, the
Pantagraph's source explained. Oh no.
.They claimed they were trying to avoid
.frivolous lawsuits. With an FBI
.investigation and several police
brutality suits already pending, the
Pantagraph's source explained, city
officials worried that Sanders's name
recognition might make him a target.

People might "set up" Sanders and then
scream police brutality.

"If there's a high violence-
probability call for example," the
source was quoted, "do you send Tom or
do you send someone else? That's the
judgment call."”

One day later, however, the Pantagraph
reported that police supervisors were
not screening Sanders's assignments.

Asst. Chief Mike Miller said such a 1
plan had been considered and later
dropped.

‘The reasons: it was impractical.
Assignments are often made on the
basis of incomplete, sketchy
information. Corporation Counsel
David Stanczak told the Pantagraph
that supervisors would not be able to |
steer Officer Sanders away from every
potential trouble spot.

‘But that doesn't mean they have to go
‘asking for trouble. When Bloomington
‘police supervisors sent Tommy Sanders
‘'to Normal October 3, 1984, they knew

there was a full-blown riot.

If there was a time Bloomington police
supervisors should have (and could
have) screened one of Sanders's
assignments, that was the night.

--M.S.
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Sanders pulled gun durmg ISU riot

(Contlnued from preceding page.)

weeks after the Pantagraph reported -
that the Attorney General was
investigating allegations that Sanders
used racial slurs and brutality during
a minor arrest, Sanders held his gun
to the temple of a'black man whose
house police were searching. He-also
threatened to shoot the man's German
Shepherd. (The search, by the way,
turned up no contraband.) In 1983,
Sanders applied to join the police
department's SWAT team.

supervisors get the headaches, when
the investigations and the lawsuits
finally get going.

turned ISU's 1984 beer riot ‘into
another Kent State, it was Tom
Sanders. :

And his supervisors knew it before

; ; Shot.dog
they sent him to Normal that night.

Sanders has enjoyed pulling out his
gun. He shot a neighbor's dog while
walking (off duty) to his parents’'
house in 1978. Even after his
impetuous shotgun blast caused
permanent brain damage to an innocent
man in 1980, Sanders didn't learn his
lesson. He pulled his gun on a
(black) fleeing shoplifter at Eastland
Mall in 1981. 1In 1982, only a few

Ever since he started work for the
Bloomington Police Department in 1977,
Tom Sanders's impetuous aggressive
actions, poor judgment and quick
temper have caused headaches. The
first to get headaches are the people
(often black) on the receiving end of
Sanders's fists, billy clubs,
flashlights and firearms. Then police

Police supervisors know Sanders is
jumpy with firearms. They also know
Sanders does not behave well in crowd
situations, especially where the crowd
may be hostile to police. 1In 1979,
for example, Sanders's macho behavior
started a riot at Bloomington's Red
Lion Inn (see adjoining article).

at Red Lion Inn

Sanders started riot in 1979

On Oct. 6, 1979, Tom Sanders answered
"a fight-in-progress call and almost
single-handedly started a riot outside
the old Red Lion Inn in downtown
Bloomington.

Nothing happened when Tom Sanders
briefly drew his gun during the 1984
student riot. But something could
have happened.

which he called "a crowd of

jeering people"--by following one of
the alleged fighters into the city
parking garage across the street. supervisorsv fault
Sanders hadn't even bothered to wait

- Knowing Tom Sanders's history, police
for a back-up officer.

supervisors knew that official
discipline was in order. Knowing Tom
Sanders's history, police supervisors
realized they should never have

. assigned Tom Sanders to riot control
duty that night. '

Over the weeks, tension had been
developing between Bloomington police
and young people outside the night
spot. Patrons accused police of
harassment. The last weekend in
September, a rowdy group had tossed
beer cans and called police "pigs."

Sanders had trouble cuffing his
suspect, so he pulled out his billy
club. That was too much for the
suspect's friend, who grabbed Sanders'
arm. Then someone grabbed the friend.

Then everything was up for grabs. That might explain why Sanders's

suspension was handled so quietly.
might explain why police and city

When Sanders arrived at closing time

It
in the early morning of Oct. 6, the

It took six arrests (mob action,

fight he was supposed to break up was
already over.

Most officers would have left things
alone. There was no longer any fight
to break up, and a crowd of 100 :
patrons in various statés of sobriety
were still milling around on the
sidewalk outside the bar.

But Sanders inflamed the gathering<-~

aggravated battery) and twenty cops
from four police agencies to clean up
the mess Sanders made.

In his report, a McLean County deputy
included this quotation from an
observer: "None of this would have
happened except everybody got upset
when the cop pulled out his
nightstick."

officials never gave up trying to keep
the public ignorant about what
happened. Because if the public knew
what happened, they might realize what
could have happened. And then the
public might wonder why police
supervisors sent their most volatile
officer to ISU that night.

--Mark Silverstein
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(They killed my sister

On January 19,1986, my sister, Sally
Ann (Barth)fSwearingen,"died'of a rare
lung cancer known as pleural
mesothelioma. This disease was caused
by inhalation of asbestos fibers over
a long period of time (8-10 years).
From diagnosis to death took 3 days. ~
" The cancer grew from a small spot on
her lungs to. such a size that she
could no longer breathe. She died
with her heart beating over 150 times a
minute. She was 43 years old. She
left a husband and 2 children. She
taught elementary grades at the
Wheatland, Iowa, school for 8 Vvears
and Calamus, Iowa, for 1 year.
Powdery substance

She had complalned to her family about
having to wipe a white powdery
substance off her students' desks
practically every morning. She knew
that the heating pipes were insulated
with asbestos. She knew asbestos
causes cancer. She wiped the powder
off the desks of her students so they
wouldn't be exposed.

Shortly after my sister's death, I
"went to both the Wheatland and Calamus Assoc1ates, 8901 N Industrial -Rd.
‘'schools that she taught in and took Peoria, Il. 61615-1589 for testlng.=
some samples of pipe wrapping, ceiling The fee for analysis of each sample is
tile and insulation. I found that $35 and comes with a complete
asbestos existed in large quantities, breakdown of material composition and
especially in the Wheatland school. percentages. The samples I found _
The boiler room, which is on the same contained 25%-40% asbestos. I think
level as her classroom and about 100 $35 is well worth the price of knowing
feet away, has its insulation hanging if you or your children are involved
in sheets, exposing the art class "in continued exposure. Note that the
immediately outside its doors and her physical act of asbestos sampling is
room, which is next to the art hazardous to your health, and should
classroom. I also noticed the be done by a licensed asbestos worker.
. conglomeration of pipe insulation at
the ceiling was in poor condition in
the art room..

Number 2 is get your local PTA
organized if a school violation is
found. And call OSHA at (312) 353-4716

I saw that the insulation of the pipes for Illinois or (515) 281-3606 for Iowa

s

You've 1sed up Nhss'fiennett
entively too much
SICK LEAVE :\r:::t coﬂif‘.'kiﬂlg: = '

this year: LOYALTY to this”

She told the school administration and
board that this hazard existed. But
they didn't do what was needed to take
care of the problem. My sister needed
the income; she made waves until the
waves started to splash in the face of
the school board. She couldn't afford
to lose her job. She continued to
wipe the powder from the bookcases and
desks of her room.

Asbestos is a family of similar
materials that all occur naturally as
a kind of soft rock made up of
compressed ‘fibers. One of the best
known insulators, it protects what it
covers from heat, corrosion, or
electrical damage. It is also strong
and durable. The mineral fibers can
be handled in ways similar to
vegetable fibers--they can be spun,
made into felt, or bonded with other
substances to form durable materials.
In all, some 30-million tons- have been
used in the U.S. since the beginning
of the century, and by its end, some
half million people will have died as
a result of their exposure to
asbestos.

in the stairways was crumbling and -
small piles of white powder were
evident on the floor.

Because of the minuscule size of
.asbestos fibers, the slightest breeze
(or the wind created by a person
walking by) can disturb fibers on the
~_floor, wall, or desktop and make it
airborn again for hours and hours.
Take this information and multiply it
times the activity that takes place
during a school day in a classroom and
- between classes, and you have areas
where the fibers are constantly
circulating in the air. Then at night
the janitors sweep the floors and stir
up even more! These events can
" happen in school or workplace.
Stalling
The Calamus and Wheatland
superintendent was less than amiable
‘to me on my last visit to the schools
on May 29th. He told me that he was
too busy with the school year and that
the asbestos problems I confronted him
about would be taken care of sometime.
~He told me ‘the same thing last
January. He said I wasn't telling him
anything new. He knows where the
asbestos is. He's stalling, -but what
for, anqQther death? My grief has
turned to anger.

Asbestos produces disease only-when it
. has been inhaled. The miniscule _

fibers are drawn into the lungs and
taken up by the cells responsible for
cleaning the air passages, but because
of the strength of the asbestos fiber,
they cannot be easily broken down by
the cells for removal. Instead, the
fibers remain in place or slowly
migrate toward the periphery of the
lungs. The tiny size of the asbestos
fiber and its needle-like property 1
appear to increase 1ts ability to
cause disease.

A teacher who was a close friend of my
sister's has decided not to pursue the
issue any more. . She told me she was
afraid of losing her job. Could it be
there has been pressure from "higher
ups"?

What can be done about this problem?
It has caused one death already. How
many more of the teachers, workers,
and students are going to get a cancer
and die 1, 5, 10, or even 20 years
from now? What can you do to stop it?

The three main types of diseases
caused by asbestos are: asbestosis, a
disease occurring almost only in
people who have worked with asbestos
or products containing it; lung
cancer, also occurring among people
who have worked with asbestos; and
mesothelioma, occurring mainly in
people who have been exposed to
asbestos dust. Mesothelioma can > LT -
occur even after a limited exposure to composition to 1% for applying
asbestos dust and may affect people asbestos through spraying. Any
who were not directly involved in - .material that was used for insulation
handling the material, such as « of pipes, boilers, or fire protection
relatives of asbestos workers, or in . in home, business, or school up until
the case of my sister, a teacher who the early 1980's is suspect. I took a
wiped off the shelves and desks of her small sample, put it in a plastic
classroom every day. ' bagglg, and sent it to Randolph and

Number 1 is to identify possible
violations of federal regulations.
The Occupational Health and Safety
Administration (OSHA) limits

}Ave. NW.

" "Asbestos-Related Diseases"

""The Asbestos Problem"
"Medical School Health Letter,
" No.

e

“call the

if it is in your workplace.
American Federation of Teachers School
Asbestos Task Force at (202) 879-4400

and ask for either R.C. Newell or Ruth

Whitman., For more information call
the EPA's Asbestos Hotline at (800) 424-
9065. Asbestos dangers have been
known for decades . . . there is no
reason for us to be plagued with a
trail of death in this day and age.
Fight back! 1It's your life they are
dealing with.

--Doede Barth

Source Material:

"Asbestos-Containing Materials in
School Buildings: A Guidance
Document" United States Environmental
Protection Agency, Office of Toxic
Substances, Washington, D.C., 20460.
March 1979 edition. Publication No.
EPA 560/2-78-014. )

"Guidance for Controlling Asbestos-

. Containing Materials in Buildings"

June 1985 edition.
EPA. Publication No.

Published by the
EPA 560/5-85-024.

"Guidance for Controlling Friable
Asbestos Containing Materials in
Buildings" March 1983 edition.
Published by the EPA. Publication No.
EPA 560/5-83-002. '

A Time Bomb is Our
American Federation of
AFL-CIO. 555 New Jersey

Washington, D.C. 20001.

"Asbestos:
Schools"
Teachers,

Kenneth
R. Casey, M.D., William N. Rom, M.D.,
M.P.H., and Farhad Moatamed, M.D.
Clinics in Chest Medicine - Vol. 2,
No. 2, May 1981, pp. 179-202.

."Cancer Risk of Asbestos Exposure" 1I.
.J. Selikoff, Mt. Sinai School of
-Medicine of the City University of New
-York.

' Cancer,
' Laboratory,

Reprinted from Origins of Human
Cold Springer Harbor
1977, pp. 1765-1784.

The Harvard
Vol. Vv,

10, August 1980.



Dear Collective,

I've been at fault for not writing you
before to tell you which articles I
have really liked. I support much of
what you publish and look forward to
getting Post Amerikan. Unfortunately,
that's not why I'm writing now. Your
article "Beat the heat: What to do if
arrested for DUI" (June-July 1986) has
infuriated me.

.Driving under -the influence of alcohol
is totally irresponsible and dangerous.

- So is your article. The issue at hand

i is not how to beat the rap. Go spend

#a night, -any night, in a hospital"

. emergency room and see the results of

# drinking and driving. People are in-

2 jured, paralyzed and killed daily from

"throwing caution to the wind" and

; driving "in our wasted conditions."

1Taking a mint and calling a lawyer

¥-will not bring someone back.to life.

o Please do a follow-up article .that is

g;equally informative and educational
&

ptember 1986 Post-Amerikan

$._Aug

- about the reality of drunk driving.

There is also another issue buried

- deep inside this article, about the
drug itself. Alcohol abuse and al-
~cohol addiction are nothing to make
light of. This article obviously en-
courages drinking and driving, but ul--
timately it encourages drinking in and
of itself. As a politically progres-
sive journal, I expect Post Amerikan
to have progressive politics. The
drug alcohol has become a political
issue.

Alcohol is a major cause of accidents

Post stereotypes
frats

Dear Post People,

I was disappointed to once again read
in your paper a shameful and stereo-
typical portrayal of fraternity people
('On the Subtle Art of Barflying'-June/
July 1986). We all know 'frat' people
drink Heineken and drive Porsches,

just like all gay people lisp .and wear
pink tights. ’

Kindly stick to challenging, not sup-
porting, silly misconceptions.

Thank You,

Dick Glick

IN CENTRAL ILLINOIS

OPEN NIGHTLY 'TiL 4AM.
PRESENT THIS AD AT THE BAR
FOR A DRINK. LIMIT "ONE PER
CUSTOMER PER NIGHT

. and about alcohol addiction.

P-A’s alcohol stance questioned

and death. It is also a frequent fac-
tor in domestic violence, rape, and
incest. Countless people are incar-
cerated as a result of alcohol-relat-
ed problems, many times with no memory
of the events leading to arrest. Al-
cohol addiction is frightening and
life-threatening. Alcohol is also a
legalized and effective method of soc-
ial control. T1It's extremely hard to
organize large groups of people into
action when the majority of us are
numb from drugs.

I've always found your column The
Underground Barfly extremely offensive
for the same reasons. And I imagine
many of your. readers find this series
quite funny and entertaining. But why
do you suppose that is?? Think about
it. I hope that someday you will °
realize how many people are being des-

~troyed by alcohol and that you'll stop

promoting this "get high" propaganda.
The 60s gave us the freedom to experi-
ment with drugs and booze; the 80s
have given us the related serious °
health problems, political disorgan-
ization, and the undeniable pain of

_ drug addiction.

Let us please spend our precious time
and resources educating each other
about the harmful effects of alcohol
Let us
immediately do something revolution-
‘ary--let's encourage each other to
'stay clean and sober.

Cheers.....
Sue Doell

Business card size ads

$7 apiece or get an extra run free
with a 6-in-a-row contract

A Great Deal!

Call 828-7232 o
or write P.O. Box 3452, Bloomington

GEORGE F TASEFF
ATTORNEY AT LAW

& General pracfice wiTh emphasis on
R Criminal Law and Civil RighTs.

8 102 N. CENTER. 4 FLOOR, 829-4396

Bovary likes P-A

Right now, I have read -about half

of the June-July issue, and I think it
was a great issue. ' I thought the
articles about DUI defense and the
asphalt plant were particularly in-
formative and well written.

The graphic accompanying the article
about military exercises in Honduras
(p.10) was very effective. Even if
someone didn't read the article, he or

- she would still get the idea that Hon-

duras is crawling with U.S. military
bases and personnel. One look, and
you think, "Jesus! Have we got all
that shit down there?!" The story of
how Chicago became a NFZ was also
excellent. .

I'm glad you asked me to kéep submitt-.
ing articles, which I will try to do.

I will miss all of you.

Your accomplice,
Madame Bovary

" 12172 North Street #203
Normal, Hlinois 61761
* (309) 454-7393

VINTAGE CLOTHING -

B R U o P E R

C E R
ACOUSTICS
121 E. BEAUFORT ® NORMAL, IL61761 ® 309-452-1699
d

T HE M u s | S T ORE

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
IN HOUSING
- IS YOUR RIGHT!

If you feel you have been denied housing or treated unfairly
of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, physical
or mental handicap, or because you have children under 14 or
require the use of a guide dog, contact the

Bloomington Human
. Relations Commission

at
828-7361, Ext. 218/219

The Bloomington Human Relations Commission is here
to assist and to help.




Post reader stays

Post-Amerikan:

I was very glad to see the Post
publish the Underground Barrister's
column in the last issue. We readers
have needed some practical legal tips
for a long time.

I'm sure loﬁs of other readers have
wondered what to do if pulled over
when driving home after drinking.

-/ T Bidings, my dear
agree 1D new COncessions
we may have to switch to

domestic caviar and /

Bank fishing only

. recreation for years.

City closes West Side Country

At the July 28th Bloomington City
Council meeting, the City officially
closed the Kalamaya gravel pit to
swimmers and boaters. Fisherpeople,
however, can still fish from the bank
between sunup and sundown, thanks to
Councilman Jesse Parker.

Better known as the West Side Country
Club, or just "the pit," the gravel
pit off -Bloomington's west Market St.
has been a haven for unsupervised

If you wanted a
place to go swimming without a million
little rugrats screaming in your ear,
or to soak up a few quiet beers, the
pit was the place to go.

The fishing is probably better there,
too, than in most of the lakes
hereabouts. Of course, if you stepped
off the ledge into the deep end, or
tipped your canoe and couldn't swim,
you were dependent on yourself or your
fellow frolickers to get you out of
trouble. But everyone accepted the
risk willingly.

.license-applied-for sticker.

inside car

I wondered, though, about author's
advice to get out of the car. The
Underground Barrister suggests getting
out of the car, license in hand,
walking to the rear of the car
(without stumbling, staggering or
falling) and silently handing the
license to the officer.

Why is this better than simply sitting
in the car, license in hand, waiting
for the officer to approach? We've
already been advised to put our
license on the dashboard before.
starting out, so that an officer would

'=not observe us fumbling with our

wallet whilé trying.to .get the license
out. It seems that getting out and’
walking to the rear of the car gives
the officers more opportunity to
observe what they might interpret as
an impaired condition.

Also, I was under the impression that
some officers want a driver to stay

. inside the car.

When I was driving through New York
state several years ago, I had no
license plates--only an Illinois

When
police stopped me to investigate, I
obligingly got out, with my license in
hand, and started walking back toward
the officers. )

The two officers apparently saw my
exit from the car as a threatening
move. Both immediately pulled their
guns and frantically ordered me to
"freeze." They looked almost as shook
up as I was. -

No lifeguards whistling at you to stop
horsing around, no kiddy kops
searching your cooler, the pit was a
friendly place for friendly people to
have some fun without having to have
someone (other than themselves) be
"responsible."

What changed it all? What caused the
city to close this loophole in the
anti-fun code enforced by most
officialdoms and bureaucracies?
Insurance.

Supposedly, what prompted the city's
concern about the pit was the early
summer drowning of a woman who stepped
off the ledge into the deep end. The
council didn't mention, but the
PantagraEh did, that it was 3:30 in
the morning when the woman, who didn't
know how to swim, stepped off the
ledge, and that her blood alcohol
level was .39 percent (four times the
state's definition of drunk).

'HAUL THEM ALL TO THE

WITSHED
RECORDS

WE PAY MORE FOR YOUR RECORDS
103% £ MULBERRY, BLOOMINGTON, 1L, 309-827-0434

HOURS:-11-7 MON-SAT. -

FYILEY Y

- AR %

LR

PRRRREL. R R
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" TIRED OF YOUR OLD RECORDS?
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‘good,

The officers later told me that when
stopped by police, I should always
stay in the vehicle unless an officer
asks me to get out. The officers'
forceful illustration of their point
proved memorable, and I have always
followed their advice, even back in
Illinois.

In conclusion, it seems that the
drinking driver should remain in the
car until asked to get out. This
would prevent nervous officers from

getting upset and also would limit the

officers' ability to observe any

effects that prior drinking has had on

the driver.

Keep up the great work

I love your:
paper. : '

~-avid Post reader
Florida =
exiles like Post

Hello to Post Amerikanites!?:

2

Yes! Please renew our subscription.
Thanks for letting us know--sometimes
we just don't remember. Keep up the
good work. We have really enjoyed . .
keeping up on the news in B/N!! Looks
like some things have changed--some
some bad. Real sorry to hear
about the Galery--where does everyone
go now? I know this donation isn't
much, but hope it helps a little.

Hugs to everyone there we know and
love. Keep the good work alive--we
miss y'all and are with you in
spirit--

--Michael and Karen Meagher
We sure wish there was a P-A in
Jacksonville! Nothing at all around--

.Club

Don't get me wrong. The loss of life
was a tragedy.

a trend of non-swimmers getting drunk

enough to drown in a glass of water at

Steak 'n' Shake and then falling into
the deep end of the pit. The tragedy
was not an adequate cause for the
city's action.

Forgive me for being cynical, but I
can't help thinking that it's not
concern for the citizens that caused
the city council to close the pit to

But there's not really

swimming or any contact with. the water.

It's the likelihood of getting the
pants sued off them that has them
scared. You could see the horror in
city manager Herman Dirk's eyes when
he imagined next year's liability

insurance premium for the city. As a

result, he pushed strongly for closing

down the pit completely. No swimming
no boating, no access, period.

Only Jesse Parker saved access to the
pit for bank fishing. He wanted to
have boats allowed, too,
_down for monetary reasons. "Once you
allow them on the water, they'll be
tipping over their boats and swimming
anyway, and how can you enforce the
law?"
the council.

-Parker admitted that he fished in a
"boat at the pit several times a year.

‘Forgive me again, but I think it was
concern over lawsuits, not concern
over people, that closed the pits.

~.that includes my own alderman, Steve
Simms, I'm sorry to say.

I guess what scares me most about all

this is the realization that "1984"
‘closing in on us, not from the State
‘directly, but from the State through
"the insurance companies.
"I can't leave my house and say or do
.anything controversial or for which I
~must take responsibility seems a step
,closer today. Not simply because the
. State forbids it, but because the
- State forbids it because I might hurt
-myself and sue them. The Rust
- brothers become Big Brother.

» ' ——dave nelson

’

but was voted

was the sentiment of the rest of
You could almost see the
scorn in Herman Dirk's eyes when Jesse

And

is

The day when
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RCC training
sessions

'The Rape Crisis Center of McLean

County will be holding two training
sessions for new volunteers in the
near future. The first training will
be held Saturday, August 9, Sunday,
August 10, Saturday, August 16, and
Sunday, August 17. The Saturday
times are from 9 am to 5 pm, and the
Sunday times are from 11 'am to 6 pm.
The August training will be held in
the Conference Room of Planned
Parenthood, on the third floor of
318 West Washington, Bloomington.

The
the

second training will be held
weekends of September 20, 21,
and 28 at Fairchild Hall Lounge on
the ISU campus. The hours are the
same as the August training.

27,

The Rape Crisis Center is an all-
volunteer organization which offers
peer counseling and support to victims
of rape, sexual ‘assault, sexual abuse,
sexual harassment, and all other types
of sexual violence; to their families
and friends; and to the offender.

All interested women and men are
invited to attend the training
sessions. For more information call
PATH at 827-4005 and ask for the Rape
Crisis Center.

OoODC needs
volunteers

The Occupatiohal Development Center
needs volunteers to teach and
supervise arts and crafts, weaving,
gardening, drama, and exercise.

For more information call Michelle
Moore at 827-7324.

Operation

Newa

PATH volunteer
training

This fall PATH will be conducting twg
training classes for prospective
volunteers. The first class will run
on Wednesday evenings and Saturday
mornings/afternoons from September 3
through October 1. The second class
will be held on Monday and Thursday
evenings from October 20 through
November 20.

The training format requires 12-15
hours per week, which includes role-
playing, supervised phoneroom
training, discussions, lectures, and
readings on subjects related to
sexuality, drugs, suicide, problem-
solving, and community resources.
Anyone 18 years of age or older is
eligible to apply.

After completing training, volunteers
are asked to make a six-month
commitment to provide telephone
services for PATH which would include
one three or four hour shift per

week and one overnight shift per
month. Internships and academic
credit are available.

For more information call
Catherine Inserra at 828-1022.

Buyback Hours:

Now 9
Monday - Saturday

We buy aluminum cans, bimetal cans, container glass, and newspapers.

noon

Operation Recycle is non-profit & volunteer supported

6 Days a Week! _
1100 W. Market, Bloomington

A AAAA AR AN NN AN

' WE SPECIALIZE
IN GM DIESEL
CAR REPAIR

. el R R R A

9:00-530 L .

Diesel Dick’s
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COMPLETE
AUTOMOTIVE
. &
TRUCK
SERVICE

F AR A RN RN AN AR AR AR K

FOREIGN &
DOMESTIC

(2 2RRR RS RN ORREY Y

GAS & DIESEL

PR RRANRAAAAANNN R AR A AN

828-1714
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~ of miniature golf donated by Paul's

recycling center has recycled

State may help
you be cool

If your household has a member with
allergies, severe obstructive lung
disease, or other medical conditions
that require home cooling, apply at
Community Action for the Illinois
Home Energy Assistance Program
Cooling Component.

Applicants should bring: proof of
gross income from all household mem-
bers for 90 days prior to application
date, current heat and electric bills
with printed name and address, and
social security numbers of-all
household members.

When you apply, you will receive a
Medical Certification form to take to
your doctor.

Applicants are helped on a first come,
first served basis. The amount of
assistance depends on income and the
number of people in the household.
Payments will range from $70.00 to
$120.00. An overdue bill or cut-

off notice is not required. Clients
may also be eligible even if their
utilities are included in the rent.

Fans will also be purchased for

income eligible applicants who have

a medical need for cooling, who do not
have a fan, and who are unable to ob-
tain a fan from other sources.

The income guidelines range from
$1,641 for 90 days for a household of
one to $4,453 for 90 days for a house-
hold of six.

For more information contact
Community Action in McLean County at
1100 W. Market, Bloomington, (309)
829-0691, and in Livingston County at
731 East Madison, Pontiac, (815)
844-3201.

Kids peddle cans for
money, cones, golf

Iﬁ recent weeks, Operation Recylce has
expanded its buyback to six mornings a
week and begun its neighborhood
Recycling Team program for kids under
16 years of age. The community

almost a million pounds of material
thus far in 1986. .

The buyback will be open from 9 am-
noon, Monday through Saturday, each
week until the end of October. The
center buys container glass, aluminum
cans, bimetal cans, and newspapers at
its warehouse at 1100 W. Market.

Young people participating in the
Neighborhood Recycling Team will
receive special prizes for reaching
volume goals in addition to being paid
for materials recycled. The prizes
include a free ice cream cone donated
by Foxy's Ice Cream and a free round

Puttin Place in Miller Park.

To sign up for the team, youngsters
can bring in recyclables to the OR
buyback or they can call 829-0691
(Community Action) for more informa-
tion. The neighborhood program will
run through the end of October.

Recyclers in Bloomington-Normal have
brought in over 9&5 000 pounds of
materials to OR since the beginning

of 1986. The amount includes 468,000
pounds of newspapers, 87,000 pounds of
glass and 304,000 pounds of corrugated
cardboard.

The volume of post-consumer recycla-
bles at the center is 100 tons above
this time last year despite the lower
prices at the center's buyback.
Newspaper and aluminum prices have
both dropped recently, cutting both
the revenues for the recycling center
and the prices it pays at the buyback.
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"We hope that people will contin. z

recycle even when buyback prices E

down, " said Myra Gordon, recycling 54
center coordinator. "Recycling is an

important, positive environmental 3

action...one that each of us can do." x
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Free checking
for seniors

As of July 1, 1986 banks and sav1ngs
and loan associations in Illinois are
required by law to offer . a basic .
checking account to anyone aged 65 or
older. The first 10 checks written
on these accounts each month are free.
.Basic checking accounts do not
require a minimum balance or a
minimum deposit.

There are two ways to establish a
basic checking account:

1. Make a minimums initial dep051t of
-$100.

2. Agree in writing to have a third
party make a direct deposit to the
account on a monthly basis. This
could mean the direct deposit of
Social Security or pension checks.

The bank or savings and loan may
still charge their customary fee for
a stop payment order or for a check
returned due to insufficient funds.

For more information, contact any
bank or savings and loan in
Illinois.

State helps
keep you warm

Your house may need weatherstripping

caulking, or insulation next winter
and now's the time to apply for free
weatherization from Mid Central
. Community Action's Weatherization
Program.

The income guidelines range from
$6,700 annually for a household of one
to $23,250 for a household of eight.
You can apply whether you're a home-
owner or a renter.

‘Call 829- 0691 to set up an app01ntment
to apply. =

% ..
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Mural celebrates

local labor history

When people think of Bloomington-
Normal and its early days, we probably
have images of crusty pioneers coming
to plow the prairies and settle the
little towns to set up the dry goods
store.

But there's another side of the local
story, of immigrants and sweat shops,
long hours working on the railroad,
and bitter fights to win better
conditions for workers.

This "other side" of town has been
memorialized in a new mural, now being
completed by local artist Kari
Sandhaas, which will be dedicated on
Sunday, August 31, at 7 p.m., with a
program at Laborers Local #362 Hall,

Cabintown Road, Bloomington, where the
mural is located.

The 12 foot tall by 18 foot long
painting covers in detail a number of
relatively unknown but significant
events in the community's labor
history. Dominating the center of the
piece is Mary "Mother" Jones, a famous
organizer who came to town in 1917 to
support striking streecar workers.

Her visit brought 1400 National Guard
troops in her wake, as the Pantagragh
headlines painted behind her report.
At her feet is the County Courthouse
surrounded by khaki troops. The
strike and Mother Jones' support won
the first contract for local transit
workers, still represented by the same
local union today.

Before State Farm and ISU became the
corporate monoliths of the community,
most people made their living at the
west-side railroad shops, where steam
locomotives and passenger and freight
cars were built and repaired. The
mural shows shop workers repairing
boilers and supporting the 1922
national rail shop strike. The

community news community news community news community news com

~Jobs in Alaska? Read this.

Beware of bogus advertisements
offering high paying jobs or Alaska
job information for sale.

Alaska's unemployment rate reached
©11.3 percent during Jan. 1985 and
averaged 9.5 percent for the year.

This compares to the national average

Some Alaskan'
_ communities experlence unemployment as

of 7.2 percent for 1985.
high as 23 percent in any glven month.

Alaska's employment base is llmlted
and seasonal, and many unemployed

individuals are unable to find or

afford housing.
Alaska is high.

The cost of living in

Alaska's labor unions all report
members waiting for openings in both
skilled and semi-skilled jobs. Much’
construction work is unionized.

We urge job seekers not to go to
Alaska unless they have a firm offer
of employment to avoid the traumatic
disappointments facing many newcomers
there now.

For further information:

Alaska Dept. of Labor
P. O. Box 1149
Juneau, AK 99811

Story hour
at Eastland

The Bloomington Public Library Story
Lady will hold the Eastland Mall
Story Time at 2:00 pm on August 28
at the stage near Sears. The focus
of the program will be learning -
about responsibility and how to take
care of oneself. The program is
geared for younger children but the’
stories hold messages for all ages.
The story time is held in conJunctlon
with the library's regularly
scheduled Bookmobile stop at
Eastland. For more information call

. Lorna Dempster at 828-6091.

.line,
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Eye care
assistance

The National Eye Care Project has
opened a toll-free Eye Care Help-
locally sponsored by the
Illinois Association of
-Ophthalmology. The helpline will
assist people who are 65 and over
who have medical eye problems but do

‘not have a medical eye doctor.

The toll-free number is 1-800-222-EYES.
Every elderly caller will receive the
name of an ophthamologist who will '
treat the person, regardless of the
ability to pay, and will accept

-Medicare or insurance assignment as

payment in full.

Disabled
defend their rights

People with or without disabilities or
parents of children with disabilities
are invited to a meeting which will be
held Saturday, August 16, 1986, in the
Community Room of the Normal Public
Library at 1 p.m. The purpose of this
meeting is to attempt to form a
Chapter of Coalition of Citizens with
-Disabilities in Illinois in the com-
‘munity. The purpose of the coalition
is to develop a common voice. of per-
sons with disabilities and for all
citizens to work together for a

better community.

For more information call Kim 452-5433
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. or Tammy 454-7009
after 5 p.m.

1

Kathi Hamilton
Tammy Smiley
Judith Smithson

- Dr.

Come to the opening of this colorful mural on Aug. 31 at

the labor hall.

federal government intervened in that
strike to break the unions, and again
the National Guard descended on
Bloomington.

In 1937 women workers at Beich's Candy
Company won union recognition after
two strikes, including a bitter winter
battle that included a sit-down and a
massive blockade of the plant. These
women and that winter scene appear in
Sandhaas' mural.

The mural also memorializes the most
recent labor battle that galvanized
the community: the Normal Fire
Fighters strike of 1978. The fire
fighters' famous 24/42 strike button
and the police van hauling the
strikers through a crowd of supporters
represent the struggle.

Two general scenes complete the mural,
including one of modern-day

construction workers, and another of
an unemployment office blending in
appearance from the 1930s to the
1980s.

The public is welcome to attend the
dedication ceremony, which will begin
at 7 p.m. on Sunday evening, Aug. 31,
at Laborers Local #362 Hall, located
behind Howard Johnson's on
Bloomington's southwest side. Labor
music, interviews with retirees who
lived through some of the history
depicted, and refreshments will help
mark this event. The mural was funded
by the McLean County Arts Council,
the Bloomington and Normal Trades and
Labor Assembly, Laborers Local #362,
and the Stanley Johnson Scholarship
Fund.

-=-MgM
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Everything you always wanted to

know about skateboarding

‘integral part of skating .and that it
was- always aggressive music. At the
time that Randy was perfecting his
tricks, heavy metal music was the
prevalent genre. "You need something
really hyper for skating because it's
pretty radical to be riding in these
15-foot deep pools and you want
something to pump you up. And punk is
really fast and blaring."

In early July, the Normal city council
considered an ordinance banning
skateboarders from the streets
downtown. The proposed ordinance was
‘tabled and is scheduled to come up |
again at a city council meeting Aug.
4. This incident has brought the
previously innocuous skateboard scene
of downtown Normal into the public
eye, and one may be asking, "Just what
is this skateboard business all about,
anyway? And why is it causing such a The merging of punk music ang‘skatlng
ruckus?" - . U 2NN Y iy

T

Veteran skateboarder explains .

I talked to Randy Vickers, a local
skateboard enthusiast, about the
skateboard scene in general, and about
why skaters are running into so much
trouble these days. Randy is 21 and
has been skateboarding since he was
nine.

/ . M \\\\\\
; ;%ﬂ
of AIIlCI‘lC

. happened mostly in Los Angeles, where
skating was very popular. The top
skaters at that time were also into
the punk scene, and the younger, less
experienced skaters were emulating
their heroes. At the time that the
connection between the two was growing
stronger, the punk culture in Amerika
was also gaining its own momentum.

: : ﬂwﬁﬁﬁagvcxg\w‘
According to Randy, at the time he
started skating, it was just something
that you did for fun, and the "sport"
of skating has been around for a long
time.. "As you improved, you learned to:
do a variety of tricks on your board,
some of which had been perfected by
other skaters and some that you made

up on your own.

APRIL 1%

These tricks involve aerial feats like
jumping off your board at high speed
and then landing on it, and a variety
of footwork and balance maneuvers like

. As a result of this, what eventually
doing a handstand on your board.

happened was that, in many cases, the
skateboard and skating became a part
of the punk scene, instead of the
other way around, until now in many
ways they are one and the same.
no longer necessary to be a skateboard
enthusiast in order to carry around a
skateboard, although most of the
people I've seen on the streets seem
to be working on some tricks as well
as just carrying boards or using them
for transportation.

Randy compares it mostly to a form of
high-speed gymnastics. The
competitive aspect comes in when
skaters keep trying to out-do
themselves and others, and many
skaters devote themselves to this
completely.

There are books and magazines, such as .

Thrasher, that are a result of the
merge. Indeed, Thrasher has even

stated that it was the punk culture
that was responsible for keeping
skateboarding alive.

There are also bands, such as JFA
(Jodie Foster's Army) that ply "skate-
rock," a blend of skateboard and
politically-oriented music, and in
keeping with the
aggressive/anarchistic statement of
punk music, the harcore/skateboard
motto is "Skate and Destroy." -
(There's also an anti-punk skateboard
faction called "Skate and Create.")

Skateboarding competitions are held in

"bowls" or ramps: concrete spaces
where skaters can build up to high
speed and do their tricks. The
contest can be very dangerous, and
even with protective gear there are a
great number of broken bones. For
‘this reason, skateboard parks are
almost impossible to insure, and all -
" but two of the original 100 parks in -
this country have been shut down.
Becuase of its riskiness and the fact
that skaters prefer to learn their art
independently, skateboarding has never
become a major public sport and has
pretty much remained low key as far as
culture impact.

Outlaw culture

According to Randy, skating has always
been a kind of an outlaw thing.
Skating is rebellious by nature--
resisting organization and
commercialism--and skaters like it
that way. As with any rebellious
endeavor, the authorities don't.

This brings us to the problems of
present-day skaters in general, and

N the Normal skaters in particular.
Because of the punk influence on
skating, most of the skaters you see
on the streets dress according to that
culture. Their hair is shaved or
spiky, and their clothes are

Skate meets punk

Things changed, Randy said, when
skating met with the punk culture.
noted that music has always been an

He

. 'him and all he could say was
It 1s |

definitely not "prep." (A breath of
fresh air in a dead zone, this writer
feels compelled to add.)

Because of the way they look, they can
be intimidating to ‘people who can't
abide a little difference. They also
attract a lot of attention. And
(shudder) there's usually more than
one of them.

"That's the reason there's such a
problem with it in Normal," says
Randy. "There's so many skaters and
they all get together and ride and
then there's 25 kids all going insane
on this wall (practicing tricks).

X Police get scared when there's groups
¢ like that."

Police paranoia about skateboards is
not limited to Normal. Randy says
that skaters all over the country are
being harassed whether they look
"punk" or not. ' "In Madison the law
says you cannot skateboard on a street
that has more than. six feet of
sidewalk and more than four - s
lanes." However, Randy has been
sFopped on regular Madison sidewalks. .
"I got pulled over one time and
started doing some tricks on the side
there, showing off to prove to the

cop that I have enough control, that
most skaters have enough control that
they're not going to hurt anyone. I
said that I had been doing it for
about 10 years and have never hurt
anyone. All he said was that there
was a law against skateboarding in
Madison. I was being very polite to
'It's the

law.

A l6-year-old friend of Randy's spent
a night in jail when he received his
fifth skateboarding ticket.

"I think that down here it's going to
get even worse. They're just going to
say that 'between these hours and in

. that part of town you can't

skateboard' and then it'll get blown
out of proportion to where all of
Normal is off limits at all times.
That's why we should be against the
ordinance."

The skateboarders that I have talked
to from Normal feel that they're being
harassed. They contend that the
ordinance is a thin disguise for an
attempt to keep weirdness off the
streets, and that they have never hurt
anyone or anything by their actions.
They protested at the last City
Council meeting, and they'll be there
again on Aug. 4. Anyone who advocates
the right to be different and to do
your own thing should be there to
support them.

-=-DP

A very special thank you
to Doris and Mark for
donating the refrigerator
to help chill out the
Post! Beautiful, Baby!
We luv ya!



Every year thousands of people who
would never be the target.of a police
investigation are busted for simple
possession of controlled substances
while being stopped for a minor

traffic offense. A simple
understanding of what constitutes
probable cause for for the search of
your motor vehicle by police, and how
to avoid it, can prevent the majority
of drug busts that occur in this
community. .

Legal technicalities can work in your
favor if you know the rules and take
advantage of them. The basic rule is
that a police officer cannot make a
random stop of your car unless there
is probable cause to suspect the
presence of illegal contraband.

Probable cause has been defined by the
United States Supreme Court as
circumstances "sufficient to warrant a
reasonable person in belief that an
offense has been or is being
committed, or that evidence of
criminal activity is located in a
particular place." The requirement
that police have probable cause
prevents them from making an
unreasonable search or seizure or
arrest in violation of the Fourth
amendment to the U.S. constitution.

Constitutional protection

It is important to note that there is
less constitutional protection against
search and seizure in your car than in
the privacy of your home. Becuase of
this, you should never give police a
reason to stop your car for a traffic
violation while in possession of any
drugs. If you are stopped, you should
make certain that no drugs or
paraphernalia are in open view, which
would provide probable cause for a
.search of your car and person if
observed by the officer.

If you are driving home from a friend's
party and get pulled over for speeding,
the officer has a right to stop your
car and issue a citation, but not to
search your car unless you give him a
reason or permission to. To search
your car or person without permission
in this situation, the officer must
have probable cause to believe drugs,
a weapon, or some other illegal
contraband may be concealed. If you
leave roaches in an open ashtray,
rolling papers on the dashboard, or

1 LOATHE AN) DESPIGE
TR1IG SONG.
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searches of your car

hang roachcllps from your rearview

mirror, this could be be sufficient
evidence to provide probable cause for
the search.

“Mere suspicion”

If, however, you avoid open display of
any incriminating evidence, courts
have consistently ruled that police
canot stop or search a car on the
basis of the officer's "mere
suspicion“ that contraband may be
located in the vehicle. Any ev1dence
seized as a -Yesult of an illegal
search (one without probable cause) is
inadmissable in court, and will often
result in the dismissal of all
charges.

To avoid being busted for drugs in
your car, you should follow some
common sense rules to prevent a
routine traffic from escalating to a
search of your car and person.

Never give the officer consent or
permission to search your car
following a routine traggic stop. 1If
the officer asks to look in your car,
tell him "not without a warrant."
Unless the officer has probable cause
to believe that your car contains
contraband, it cannot be searched
without either a warrrant or your
consent. By consenting to a
warrantless search of your car, you
"are waiving your rights under the
Fourth Amendment and are asking for
trouble.

Probable cause

Do not keep any drugs or paraphernalia
in open view within your car. Such
items can provide the officer with the
necessary probable cause to search
your car, so keep everything concealed
in closed containers, under the seat,
or in the trunk. o '

When carrying drugs in your car, obey
all traffic laws to avoid being
"stopped by police for any traffic
violation. Don't speed, run stop
signs, or weave in the roadway. Also,
make sure all headlights, taillights,
brakelights, and turn signal lights
are in proper working order. Defective
lights and other equipment violations
are a frequent basis for the police to
make a traffic stop, so don't give the
police this convienient excuse to stop
your car.

Make sure your license plates and
other registration stickers are
current and properly displayed to
avoid an untimely traffic stop.

Never carry more than 30 grams of
cannabis in your car. If stopped and
arrested for possession, you will then
be charged with a misdemeanor offense.
Any amount over 30 grams can bring a
felony charge.

-Remain silent

Never say anything to the police if
you are stopped and arrested for
possession. By refusing to admit your
knowledge of the pot inside your car,

IT GIVES 5UTH AN YRRESPONS 1Bt
ROMANTIE VIEW DOF PREGNANLCY
To A AUDIENLE Too Youwnwg To
KNOW RETTER: RALL THDSE
TEENYRDP MADONNA -
‘FANS WHp ARE FDDDER
To Tk PDP MILL!

you may be able to preserve a defense
that you did not have immediate and
exclusive control over the area in
which the pot was found and,
therefore, cannot be guilty of
possession of the illegal substance.

If the officer attempts to question
you, say that you wish to remain
silent and would like to talk to.an. -
attorney.

Avoid carrying more than one bag of
marijuana. If you are arrested for
possessing two small bags of pot, you
can be charged with intent to deliver
(a felony offense), even if the
combined weight -of the two bags is
within the misdemeanor range.

If stopped by the police, you should
get out of you car, remove your
license from your wallet or purse, and
meet the officer away from your car to
restrict the officer's vision of the
interior of your vehicle. Produce
your license upon the officer's
request and ask why you have been
stopped.

Be polite

By engaging the officer in a
conversation concerning the reason for
the stop, you are trying to focus
attention on whatever traffic
violation was observed, and to prevent
the officér's wandering over to your
vehicle and observing the contents of
your vehicle. Be polite, and you will
probably be given a citation and can
be on your way. If arrested, however
do not talk to the police about the
reason for your arrest, and do ask to
speak to your attorney as soon as
possible.

--The Underground Barrister

Eat your words, Ron

President Reagan, campaigning for
Republican candidates in Texas, made
the following remark: "Even with all
the tanks and gunships from the Soviet
Union, my guess is that the
Sandinistas would make it about as far
as the shopping center in Pecos before
Roger Staubach came out of retirement,
teamed up with some off-duty Texas
Rangers and the front four of the
Dallas Cowboys and pushed the
Sandinistas down the river, out -
across the Gulf and right back to
Havana where they belong."

Well, all right. Let's remember that.
And the next time president Rambo
comes charging up Capitol Hill to ask
the Congress for millions and billions
to throw at the contras, let's just
say, "Hey, tough guy, why don't you go
get Roger Staubach and some off-duty
Texas Rangers and the front four of
the Dallas Cowboys and quit wasting
huge sums of taxpayers' money of
waging war against the democratically
elected government of Nicaragua?"

--Ferdydurke
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Tv;rerit.y GrandTap

In our grueling effort to get back up
off the mat after the recent pummeling
that we received at the hands of our
readers (see letters, p. 14 ), we've
barely-had the energy to get’ out there
and investigate the social scene which
happens to manifest itself in bars.

For a moment, we considered abandonning
the Underground Barfly altogether and

social arena which might be less con-
troversial ( The Underground Mallfly?
The Underground Church Mouse, perhaps?
Nah.), but we decided to stay behind
bars and take the licks.

So this month, we didn't go looking
for excitement. Instead, we went
looking for a place to hide from the
heat of July---a place with no future,
a place with no past, a place with
no patrons and no story to tell.
place that didn't blare music out
of a cracked jukebox speaker. A
place that offered only the simplest
pleasures---cool air, cold beer and
maybe a game or two that didn't inhabit
a video screen.

A

You guessed it. .We found it at the
Twenty Grand Tap, on W. Front,. across
from the Law and Justice Center, in
downtown Bloomington. We've known
about the Twenty Grand for years,
sitting there in its narrow store-
front, sandwiched inauspiciously

shifting our attention to another public

B
hot doss anyone clse? ki

. One way to secure the coveted status

_ ﬁ?der’g round
~ Barfly

All quiet on the western front

Mini-review

YYY]

Twenty Grand Tap

On a small scale, it's
rather grand. '

between other frumpy buildings. Like
the skinny kid who always got picked
last on teams in gym class, its
hangdog look never enticed us to
venture in.

many of those under-
gym class, this place
turns out to be a little gem. A beauti-
ful dark oak bar dominates the deep,
narrow room, where one quietly easy-
going bartender takes care of his
customers' simple thirsts. No Singapore
- Slings here. And here's a plus-for N
the union-minded drinker---the Twenty
Grand Tap is supporting the Breen
Beverage boycott (see P-A Vol. 15,
#3) .

And, like so
achievers in

Prices are average. Pitchers are $3,
soft drinks (in cans) are 75¢. We're
not entirely sure, but we didn't notice
any advertised specials. We got the
impression that the proprietors of

this bar aren't concerned about luring
folks in off the street to blow their.
paychecks.

e lmow puve _@@@Dg‘ G

of "cool" is to sport a Post Amerikan

T-shirt. Just wear it and keep your
mouth shut. A Post T-shirt speaks for
itself. In tie-dyed colors (if you're

it's a
My politics

lucky) or bright solid colors,
great way to say, "Hi.
are exciting."

.Yesb "I want people to know I'm cool! %
I'm sending you $7 per shirt and you 1
can send me a: 1
' |

Post BAmerikan T-shirt
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YYYY groovy |

The quiet,
atmosphere and the customers who
mind their own business make this
a swell place to go to when you
want to be left alone,
bar holds yet another treasure.
Besides the half-size pool table,
the pinball machine and the two
video games, Twenty Grand is home
to one of the noblest (and most
endangered) species of barroom
games—---the tabletop shuffleboard.
And what a shuffleboard:
twenty feet of it is made from
smoothly polished hardwood, with
none of that electronic gagetry.
Games are free,
scoreboard is available for a
quarter a game. '

We found the Twenty Grand Tap to
be a wholly pleasurable place

to cheat the sadistic summer heat.
It's also a good place to go

to nurse your wounds.

Y- yucky
YY_.}sq-—so
YYY some fun‘

YYYYY pu.fé aléha_

somewhat old-fashioned

but the

All

but the automatic

for less than the price of a cup of coffee.'..'_

you can help preserve freedom of.speech,
lively and robust debate, and the Post
Amerikan way of life.

Now isn't that just a little more im-
.portant than fulfilling your caffeine
"~ drive?

Hurry! Mail immediately to:
Post Amerikan

P.O. Box 3452
Bloomington, IL

61701
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