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ABOUT US

The Post Amerikan is an independent
community newspaper providing infor—.
mation and analysis that is screened
out of or downplayed by establishment
news sources. We are 2 non-profit,
worker-run collective that exists as
"an alternative to the corporate media.
Decisions are made collectively by
'staff members at our regular meetings.

We put out ten issues a year. Staff
members take turns as "coordinator.”
All writing, typing, editing, photo-
'graphy, graphics, paste-up, and dis-
tribution are done on a volunteer
basis. You are invited to volunteer
your talents.

Most of our material and inspiration
for material comes from the community.
The Post Amerikan welcomes stories,
graphics, photos, and news tips from
our readers. If you'd like to join us
call 828-7232 and leave a message on
our answering machine. We will get
back to you as soon as we can.
We like to print your letters.
limit yourself to the equivalent of
two double-spaced typewritten pages.
If you write a short, abusive letter,
it's likely to get in print. Long,
abusive letters, however, are not
"likely to get printed. Long, bril-
liantly written, non-abusive letters
may, if we see fit, be printed as
articles. Be sure to tell us if you
don't want your letters printed.

An alternative newspaper depends very
diregtly on a community of concerned
people for existence. We believe that
it is very important to keep a paper
like this around. If you think so
too, then support us through contri-
butions and by letting our advertisers
know you saw their ads in the Post
Amerikan.

The deadline for subnlttlnq material
for the next issue is November 1.

Thanx

This issue is in your hands thanks to:
Drue, Deborah, Melissa, Diana, Mark,
Svue, Susie, Have, J. T., Ralph, Danny,
-Bumper, Pink Bob, Nadene, Bobby,
Kathy, Laurie H., Laurie D., Stan,
Pete, and Dave (coordinator)--—-and
others we probably forgot to mention.

No cone sent in any generous contri-
butions, so we have no one to give
special thanx to (sobl). :

-!‘--”-.-Dﬂ-bi-bdﬂ-bﬂ-bd--‘-'

Moving!

When you move, be sure to send us your
new address so your subscription gets
to you. Your Post Amerikan will not
be forwarded (1t s like junk mail--no
kiddingl)}. Fill out this handy form
with your new address and return it
‘to us, P. 0. Box 3452, Bloomington,
IL 61702,

Street

City/state/ﬁip

Try to-

0
0
!
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POST NOTE:

These two articles are extensions of
the Witnegs for Peace article we ran
last month, describing local people's
experiences in Nicaragua.

It was our second night in Somotillo,
Sunday, August 5, not far from the
Honduran boarder. The hot night air
was filled with the sound of roosters
proudly crowing across town, coyotes
and dogs howling in packs, and
outside our door the continuous
murmer of Nicaraguan stategists
plotted their survival against the
C.I.A,-backed contra terrorists.
They had to plot, these "Delegates
of the wWord,"” who had come together
from all parts of Nicaragua to meet
this week-end, for they are an
integral part of the barrioc life--
.80 integral that they have all
received death threats and are on
the contra hit lists,

The air was suffocating. OQur doors
had been double locked and then
secured with a five foot two-by-four.
Whenever we opened them, succumbing
to the heat, a Nicaraguan would
stealthily creep over twenty-two
bodies sleeping on the floor to again
Becure our one-room house. We were
beginning to learn what it was to
live with fear, to always be on
alert.

Waiting in darkness

Suddenly the lights went out. It

was about 9 p.m., so people were
still milling about. A groan went up
and flashlights flicked on quickly to
lighten our fears. The water had
been off all day, so why shouldn't
"the lights go out in this remote
Third World barrio? People settled
guickly, reminded that village life
begins at dawn. Bukt the fear still
gripped me as I lay on my mat. I
could .see *Carmin searching in the
darkness for one of our coordinaters.
I knew something was wrong.

Vol. 13, No. 6
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Fear in Somotillo

Memorial to the heroes
 massacred on July 24,1984 -
by contras. :

Photo by Tina Sipula

"The contras have cut the lines,"
I heard her whisper in quick
Spanish. She visibly shook. At
twenty-one years old, she had more
respeonsibility than most of us will
ever know in our whole lives. As a
Delegate of the Word, she is
responsible as a religious leader
in her community, as priests are
scarce, and she is responsible for
security in her barric if there is
a contra attack. Also, she is a
part of the militia and must go to
fight at the front (El Frente) if
her barrio is on alert. It seemed
her time had come.

Quickly everyone was guietly
awakened. We whispered ag if the
enemy were outside the barred door,
but we learned they were about
eighteen miles away. In silence we
dressed practically, water bottles
‘were filled, crash packs were
strapped to our sides. We were told
to have someone sit guard and the
others to go to sleep. Sleep was
impossible! Here we were in the
midst of a war zone, getting ready
to move out, and we were told to go
to sleep! Magically a circle was
formed, arms about each other, a lit
candle burned in the center. We had
come a long way together, committed
to nonviolence, to being with the

people in most danger, to staying

awake as a prayerful people. Carmin
wept. We had grown close with her

in these few days. Our prayerful
chant began and in silence a powerful
‘bond emerged that washed clean the
tears and fears.

*Pablo entered from the murmering
voices outzide. "There is no
danger. There is nothing teo worry
about. This happens all the time.

It is nothing. We will wake you if
there is real danger." He seemed
unmeved by it all. This was no
danger to him. He had seen his land
ravaged, crops burned, cattle stolen,
‘friends killed. cCarmin had witnessed
the murder of her uncle by the
contras in her own home.

In silence we crawled back to ocur
small sleeping spaces. The candle
was snuffed, and in the dark
Nicaraguan night, if I heid my
breath, I could hear a helicopter in
the distance. Our journey had just
begun.

Tina Sipula
Witness for Peace
August 23, 1984

*The names in this article have been
changed for the protection of the
innocent.

The new Nicaragua

Since returning from Nicaragua I
have been trying to imagine how I
might share my experience in a per-
sonal way. How do you capture the

excitement of the people as they speak

of the accomplishments of the "new
Nicaragua"? Let me try by intro-
ducing you to someone I met.

Our group took an overnight trip to
San Francisce del Norte. We needed
two hours in the back of a flat bed
truck, bouncing over the incredibly
harsh roads of rural Nicaragua, to
make the trip from Somotillo to

San Francisco, a small village ahout
10 miles from the Honduran border.
Two years ago, 15 villagers had been
brutally killed by the contras.

The houses
adobe with
one or two
kitchen on
yard. All
stove using wood for fuel. Water is
- drawn from a well or directly from

the streams which run nearby.
roads are dirt. This part of Nicara-
gua is wvery hilly, and because of
geasonal rainfall, very green.

are primarily white-washed
clay tile roofs.
rooms with an open-air
the back or out in the

Old farming practices

Roberto is a campesinc (farmer). He
lives in town and walks the 2 kilo-
meters to his fields everyday. He
and his family farm about 10 acres of
corn, The farms are not as we know
farms in the Midwest, Fields are
planted on the steep hillsides, and
planting, cultivation, and harvesting
are done by hand. There are chickens
in and around the house and pigs in
the yard. This is a common sight
throughout the country. The animals
geem to take the place of the "Orkin

They' have

cooking is done on an adobe

All the

Man" by keeping the bugs and spiders
under control.

Roberto is about 40 years old: his
wife Anna is 5 years younger. They
have 7 children. The two oldest
sons are off fighting with the local
militia. Roberto and Anna's days
begin early. They leave for the
fields by 6:00 a.m. and return about
1:00 p.m. The afternoon heat makes
it impossible to work outdoors after
that. '

Hope through aduéa tion

We sat and shared a cigarette and
talked about his life. He began by
saying that before the revolution
people in San Francisco thought that
the whele world was just like their
village. He had never known that
there were people who lived without
constant fear of their children's
sickness, who had medical help avail=-
able, and schocls for everyone. Now
he see that thingsg can be different.
San Francisco has a new school build-
ing for elementary and secondary
education, free for all children, and
night and weekend classes for adults.

The literacy campaign of 1980

allowed Roberto and Anna a chance to
learn to read and write for the first
time, There is a medical clinic with
a small nursing staff and plans to
add a birthing room if the materials
can be obtained. Extreme medical
problems are now handled in Chinan-
dega or Leon at free public hospitals.
San Francisco now has a bus to Leon
which runs 3 times a week. Roberto
speaks of these new things with great
pride. This is what the people of
Nicaragua are doing for themselves.
He asked me to go home and tell

Reagan, "We want to be left in peace.
We want to get back to the work of
building our country."

Rick Heiser

Egscape tunnel in San Francisco
del Norte. - .

Photo by Tina Sipuia




Babies vote yes, but...

Midwifery still at issue

A local radio station carried a
surprising announcement a few weeks
ago. During the hourly newsbreak, the
newscaster announced that Governor Jim
Thompson had signed into law a bill
which made it posszible for midwives
and nurse practitioners to practice in
I1linois.

However, potential parents with
vigions of having a midwife catch
their newborn child in the comfortable
familiarity of their own home
shouldn't hold their breath just yet
(shallow panting is more appropriate).
For the obstacles are not yet cleared
from the midwife's path.

According to a Public Health Depart-
ment’ spokegperson, the Nursing
Practice Act (HB 2438) does not spe-
cifically legalize midwifery in Ill-
inoie. 1In fact it doesn't specific-
ally do anything. What it does do is
"broaden the scope of norsing” while
"runhing cuntrary to the Medical
Practice Act" already in existence.

What does this mean for nurses and
midwives?

It means the economic burden of long
and costly legal battles to define the
"broadened scope" of nursing is placed
squarely on the backs of the already
economically oppresgsed women who make
up the majority of the profession.

——piesel Dick’s

LA B AN E NN EENENRNENEEZMNSHEH:,;

WE SPECIALIZE

IN GM DIESEL
CAR REPAIR

AW ok ok ok ko ok o ok ek ok e W

. 508 N.MADISON ST.

NO CHOICE IN '84! Read The Powers'
That Be and look at elections with
new eyes. Send $5.95 (includes

handling) to RECON, P.0. Box 14602,
Philadelphia, PA 19134.

Business card size ads
$6 for ind;viduals“
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It means face to face confrontation
with the rich and powerful members of

the American Medical Association, never

eager to give up any of their power
and prestige, not to mention their
delivery room fees, to women.

In other words, enlightened health
care in Illinois is not yet a reality.
Other atates are moving in the right
direction, redefining the roles of
non~doctors in the health professions,
though it differs from
also spurning the antiquated "doctor
knows best" mentality for a whole-
patient care philosophy, with midwives,
nurses and doctors working together on
a more egual basis. Functioning
beside doctors rather than below them,
nurses and midwives can perform more
functions and take on more responsi-
bilities, relying on their education
and practical experience.
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However, this enlightened type of .
healthcare is still far from common-
place. Mothers in Illitois, at least,
must still resign themselves to the
liklihood@ of that frantic trip to the
delivery room in the dead of night,
to maybe 10 or 12 hours of labor in

a strange place filled with strange
people, and to a doctor who will
probably arrive just in the nick of
time (after the nurses do most of the
hard work} to pull that kaby out and
present the proud parents with a huge
bill for a few minutes' work.

Doesn't soft musie, gubdued lighting,
a fire in the fireplace, close loved

ones nearby, and a friendly midwife
sound more appealing?

--L. H.

Puppet of
the year

"Could somebody please help me put
my arm down so I could get this
ridiculous smile off my face?"

A hilarious cartoon history
of the good old U.S.A,

" By Estelle Carol,Rhoda Grossman
and Boh Simpaan

$6.95

Alk for it-at your local Buokstore
or order from-
Aivion Publications
PO Box 2783 Depe. B-1
Boston, Massachuselss N2208
$7.50 postpaid

(reduced rates for multiple copies)

I need a My Sister the Punk Rocker T-shirt.
Here's my $6.00.

5L XL

Here's my generous donation of

$ my S|ster $ Prqceeds go to the Post.
- the punk rocker t-shirt

Mail to:

Post Amerikan
P.O. Box 3452
Bloomington, IL 61702




Funbusters not that funny

In reagonae to recent problems related

to student parties near ISU, Normal

Police Chief David Lehr has announced

that his special five man tactical

“"party patrol" will now be known as
"the Funbusters."

Members of the Funbusters party patrol
were presently recently with official
T-ghirts depicting a beer keg with a
red slash through it. As quoted in
the ISU Vidette, Lehr said the
presentation was a serious token of
appreciation of "the citizens, the
council, and the administration of
Normal, and, I think, a lot of the
atudents."
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"Those guys from KANSAS CITY"

STEVE,BOB, ¢ RLCA

Dance yourself silly!

Wed. 3

Wed. 10 $1.00 specials (7-10 p.m.)

NIGHATCH

Thur. 11

to be annocunced

THE WORES
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BLIND RIVETS

Sat. 13

Wed. 17 m QX ><
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These dates subject to change.

Call Mosey's for confirmation. o
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Lehr, while taking it upon himgelf to
gpeak for his bosses as well as all
of the residents of the town and most
of the students, also -commended the
squad "For deing one hell of a job"
in contributing to the reduction of
the party preblem, resulting in more
than 60 party-related arrests in the

firgt five weeks of the fall semester.

Not addressed at the press conference
ig the faect that all forms of "Fun”
are not necessarily considered erimes.
The citizens of Normal (and a lot of
the students) might rest easier
knowing that their dedicated police
force was less concerned with fun-
busting and more concerned with crime-
busting, like Dick Tracy and Batman.
Hopefully Lehr will stop his T-shirt
presentations before he adapts
another well-worn media cliche to
"Where's the keg?"

But then again, the Post Amerikan is
considering agking Lehr to make up a
few special shirts for Bloomington's
Officer Tom Sanders--"Headbusterg"--
and the FBI agents who are invesgti-
gating him--"Fuzzbusters."

--LH

Cub fans run amuck;
funbusters run and hide

Normal's Funbusters took the night off
Monday September 24 while 2000
victory-crazed Cub fans ran amuck
through downtcwn Normal and the ISU
canpus.

Cheering could be heard at least _
one half mile away as crowds emptied
from the dorms and headed to Hancock
stadium, where they ripped down the
goalposta. Pieces of the goalposts
were later recovered on the Quad.

Cub fans alsc stormed the Normal
Theatre, refusing to buy tickets ag
they interrupted a showing of “Indiana
Jones and the Temple of Doom." .
Theatre management estimates that at
least $200 worth of damage was done

to the stage and acreen during the
episode. .

Linda Hermen, asscociate director of
Intercollegiate Athletics, estimates
the cost of replaclng the goalposts
at $4500; several gigns were siolen
from in front of eity hall; Normal
Theatre was damaged; the cheerlng
crowd obviously violated the city
ncige ordinance--and what about

the availability of bathrooms and
gealed containers? But no arrests
were made.

In light of recent developments on the
Fun frontier in Normal, several
conclusions can be reached concerning
these events. First, unruly mobs
wreaking havec and causing property
damage if, and only if, they are
connected with a major sporting

event.

Second, crowds of 2000 or more will

be considered hands-off by NPD's five

member Funbusters tactical squad.

And finally, sgtudents consuming
alcohol with acquaintances at their
place of residence on a weekend night
can expect to be hassled, arrested,

d, and have their ke d maybe
£ﬁggr'heads, ne woll as Their fumy

busted.
Go Cubs.

~=LH
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'EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
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ai
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Bloommgion Human
Relations Commission

323 7361 Ext. 218*,’.}219

The Bloormngfon Human Relations’ Gommlss:on rs
~ here to assist and to help.
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Reagan court assaults privacy

On August 17 a federal appeals court
ruled that private consensual sex be-
tween adults of the same gender are not
protected under the U.Z. Constitution.

writing for a three-judge panel of the
Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia, judge Robert Bork said that
the court found "it impossible to con-
c¢lude that a right to homosexual con-
duct is fundamental or implicit in

the concept of ordered liberty un-
less any and all private sexual be-
havior falls within those categor-
ies, a conclusion we are unwilling

to draw."

The unanimous ruling of the panel
came in the case of James Dronen-
burg, a Navy petty officer who was
discharged in 1981 aftér admitting
that he had engaged in homosexual
activities. The decision acknow-
ledged that Dronenburg had an
"unblemished service record" during
9 years in the Havy, had a top
security clearance, and had received
"many citations praising his job
performance.” But the panel of
judges upheld the Navy's discharge
of Dronenburg based on nmilitary
regulations that say the presence of
homosexuals in the armed service

in "harmful teo morale and discipline.”

Discrimination against gay people
exists. 1In Bloomington, Illinois.
The city council pretends it doesn't.
That's what they said last March when
they refused to consider adding gays
——and other groups--to the list of
people protected by Blocomington's
Human Relations Qrdinance (see Post,
v. 13, #'s 1 & 2).

Council member Jesse Parker said:
"I think the ordinance is working
beautifully the way it is." Said
council member Walt Bittner: "The

present ordinance works and will
continue to work.”

Well, it may work, but some gay people
won't. Recent evidence suggests that
local employers don't worry about
letting their anti-gay feelings in-
fluence their job decisions.

The evidence comes from the files

of the police investigation of the
Cedric Cooke case. One of the docu-
ments that the Post Amerikan came
across in checking out the probe

of the misnamed sex ring and the
Cooke murder investigation (see last
month's issue} was an application
form that Rex Bell filled ocut for a
jeb at Bob Johnson's Restaurant (aka
Brandtville).

In other words, the Navy has a right
to be prejudiced.

The decision not only has serious
consequences for the gay civil rights
movement but gives an indication of
just what "Reagan justice" is going
to do to the Constitution: two of the
three judges on the panel. were
appointed to the federal bench by
President Reagan. Bork is said to
be under consideration for a Suprene
Court position.

The National Gay task Force released
a statement calling the appeals court
decision "a threat to all Americans.
It suggests that the government has
the right {0 enter the bedrooms of
all citizens regardless of sexual
orientation and impose its standard

of morality on the private behavior
of individuals.” :

Gay activists are particularly con-
cerned about the ruling's effect on
pendipg challenges to anti-gay socdomy
laws in Texas and Georgia. Such laws
are still on the books in over half
the states. Although sodomy statutes

Too gay to wash dishes?

Bell has been indicted for the murder
of Cedric Cooke. A week before that
incident, the suspect applied for a
job at Bob Johnson's., In checking
Bell's activities prior to the murdex,
the McLean County Sheriff's Police
obtained a copy of the employment
application.

Here's what the interviewer wrote at
the bottom of the application form:
"Extremely small guy--looks like if
somecone said anything he'd walk out.
Not impressed--plus he is so gay."
The words "soc gay" are underlined
twice.

Above this comment, the interviewer--
whose name is not revealed on the
form, so we can't tell you who the
sleazy homophobe is--also filled in
the standard blanks like this:
Appearance-—good
Personality--fair
Seems qualified for this job--no
Seems qualified for another job—-no

The position applied for?--dishwasher.
How does one "seem qualified" for a
job like that? Apparently being a
large heterovsexual helps.
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are usually used to harass gay people,
mest of them outlaw generic sexualp
?cts like "anal intercourse” and

'oral copulation.”

Witch hunt

According to Dronenburg, the Navy
hearings more than three years ago
in Monterey, Ca, were a witch hunt
that resulted in the discharge of a
number of servicemen, including some
nongay personnel who were wrongfully
charged with homosexual conduct.

Dronenburg's attorneys said they would
file a petition requesting that the
full ll-member Court of Appeals in
the nation's capital re-hear the case.
Leonard Graff, ledal director for the
National Gay Rights Advocates, the
public-interest law firm that repre-
sented Dronenburg, said the chances
of reversing the decision are about
50-50. Recent appointments by Reagan
of conservative judges to the appeals
court make the job more difficult,
Graff said.

--Ferdydurke

Source: The Advocate, 18 Sept. 1984

Now it's possible that a classy place
like Boly Johnson's, which evidently
employs only the most qualified help,
could use ‘the old rationalization that
bigoted employers used to use when
they openly discriminated against
blacks and women and other now-pro-
tected groups: I don't mind having

a small faggot working for me, but

my customers would object. But a
dishwasher?? Mayhe they're afraid
he'd get AIDS germs all over the
silverware or steal the elegant
dishes to add to his collection of
fine china,

The sad reality is that the new head of
of Bloomington's Human Relations
Committion (HRC), Robert Heard, has
recently said that the HRC plans to
re-introduce the proposed changes

in the Human Relations Ordinance--

but without the protection based on
sexual preference. That area is a
"sensitive" one, said Mr. Heard. Yeah.
Wouldn't want Bloomington-Normal .
restaurant-goers to worry that their
dishes had been touched by homosexual
hands,

--Ferdydurke
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Why we

"No, No, I can't swim!"

These were the last words of Charles
0. Howard, a 23-year-old gay mah from
Bangor, Maine., Bangor peolice said
that three youths attacked Howard

on the night of July 7, kicking and
beating him repeatedly. Then the
youths picked him up and threw him
off a bridge. to drown in an eight-
foot-degp stream.

According to police Lt. Thomas
Placella, the youths were motivated
by their hatred of gay people. "They
were cruising in a car when they saw
him. It was a spur of the moment
kind of thing. One said, 'Hey, let's
kick the shit out of this fag.'"
Howard must have seemed easy prey.
too, according to Placella, because
"he was short, slim and effeminate."

A day later, three youths—-James
Baines (15), Shawn Mabry (16}, and
Daniel Ness (17)--were arrested after
boasting of the attack to a friend.
Police said the youths also confessed
the crime to investigators. Baines
alleged that Howard was "someone who
made sexual comments to him a few
weeks before," according to Placella.

But after only a night in jail, the
three youths were released to the
custody of their parents--an action
that angered Maine's gay and lesbian
community to the peint that hundreds
showed up for two separate demon-
strations. The protests renewed a
push for a state gay rights bill and
encouraged Gov. Joseph Brennan to
give qualified endorsement to an
antidiscrimination law.

A grave injustice

On July 9, when the assailants were

released on bail, more than 200 people

met for a candlelight processign
which went past the Bangor pclice
station, where marchers chanted for
an end to harassment of gay people.

"A grave misjustice has been cormitted

in our midst," one speaker told the

FINEST GAY ENTERTAINMEN]
IN CENTRAL ILLINOIS

OPEN NIGHTLY 'TiL 4AM.
PRESENT THIS AD AT THE BAR
FOR A DRINK. LIMIT ONE PER

CUSTOMER PER NIGHT

vrowd.

Then, on July 13, more than 500 veople
many of them wearing pink trianges
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need gay rights

"A brave young man was mur-
dured for openly being who he was.”

The three youths pled innocent_to
murder charges on juvenile petitions.
The attorney general's office said .t
would decide soon whether to try the
teenagers as adults for the crime.

{the symbol of the Nazi prosecution

of gay people), held another demon-
atration in Portland, Maine.
both gatherings, speakers underscored

. the need for a state and federal law
barring discrimination against gay
weople.

"We have asked the state legiglature
four times to take a stand on dis-
crimination against gay and lesbian
people," said lesbian-feminist Dale
McCormick, a Maine delegate to the

Meanwhile, relatives and friends of
Howard reacted with shock over his
slaying, To them, he was known as
"Gentle Charlie.™ Only 3 months ago,
Howard had left his hometown of Ports-
mouth, NH, to move to Bangor because
"he didn't want +o cause trouble for
the family," according to his brother.
"When Charlie told us he was gay, it
was hard at first but the family
accepted it," he added. "We all

loved Charlie very much."

At

democratic National Convention.

"Does it take a murder to make the
state of Maine see that we, too,
need equal brotection under the

law?™

The gay rights bill McCorwuick re-—
ferred tc was one that would amend
the state's Human Rights Act to in-
clude protection for gays against
discrimination in employment, pub-
lic accommodations, and credit.
bill has failed four times in the
Maine state legislature over the past

six years. .

The state's governor recently announ-

ced that he would suppert a bill for-

bidding anti-gay discrimination in

housing and credit, but said he was

less sure about a law protecting gays :
against job discrimination. '

Some support

Howard was an artist who lived in

a $35-a-week rooming house. Fred
Lewis, who also lived in the same
house, said: "Before I met Charlie,

I hated gays, like everybody alse in
Bangor. But Charlie changed my mind.
He was very soft-hearted and kind."

"=—Abridged and adapted from
The Advocate, 4 Sept. 1984,

The

7-he folfowing chart, adapted from the Nafional Gay Task Force

survey on anligay violence. shows the percentages of gay men
.and lesbians who reported being viclimized in different categories
because of their sexual orlentation, Farlicioating in the survey were
2,074 pecpie in eight cifies (Aflanta, Boston, Dallas, Denver, Los
Angeles, New York, St. louls and Seatfie,) :

g Have you ever been: Men Women Average
} verbally harassed 90.2 77.5 83.8

| Threatened with viclence 48.9 34.2 4.5
The target of thrown objects 325 16.1 24.3
Followed or chasecd 36.9 0.5 33.7
Spit at 14.3 13.4 13.7
Punched, hit, kicked or beafen 23.8 oA 16.4
Assaulted with a weapon 11.4 50 8.2
The victim of vandalism or arson
against your property 204 14.4 17.4
Sexually assaulted or hcrcsﬁsgd 285 36.0 32.2
Harassed by police 23.3 13.3 18.3
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Common Ground has a wide selection of wholesome foods,
natural body.care products, vitamin and mineral sup-—
plements, and books for organic cooking and healthy
living. '

By selling many foods in bulk, Common Ground reduces
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mixes and many other items. You may also purchase
just the amount you need! Come see the gourmet
cofifee beans and fresh produce section as well.
Experience a new and healthier way of life!
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When your rapist is your husband

woman or her children, threats tihat the
husband will leave if she does not sub-
mit, taking with him the family's only
means of support, threats that he will
divorce her and have her declared an
unfit wife and mother.

October 1984 Vol. 13, No. 6

Marital rape is still a contradiction
in terms in most of these United
States. Legally, in all but 5 states,
a man can rape his wife any time he
wants. A few states put restrictions
on this: for instance, in some states
a man cannot rape his wife and beat her
up at the same time. But for the most
part, anything goes.

For almost one third of marital rape
victims, the rape happens only once.
Sometimes the behavior is stopped be-
cause one partner, usually the wife,
leaves. Sometimes the behavior is
stopped because of counseling. Some-
times if the couple talks about the
incident, how they both felt, why it
happened, how to not have it happen
again, it will not re-occur.

from men who commit other types of
rape. He has found that the vast ma-
jority of men who rape their wives were
sexually abused as children themselves.
He also believes that marital rape "may
be the most predominant type of sexual

. ff itted."
Some marital rapes happen whe: the B

woman is very drunk or drugged (either
by her own instigation or his) and can-
not give consent. In other cases of
rape this would be enough to levy a
charge of rape against a man. But not
against a husband.

If marital rape were recognized by the
legal code as a crime, most women would
not choose to go through the legal sys-
tem to stop the problem. Most battered
women do not choose the legal system as

a resort; even most stranger and acguain-
acquaintance rape victims do not ever see
see the inside of a police station or
court room. But recognition cf the
crime would give the women who are being

Very little is known about marital
rape. There have been two studies, one
by Diana Russell in San Francisco in
1980 and one by the University of New
Hampshire in Boston in 1983. The
Russell study found that 14% of all
married women interviewed (644 women)
had been sexually assaulted by their
husbands at least once. The U of NH

But for most women, marital rape does
not happen only once. Where it is
clear that there is a pattern of sexual
abuse in the relationship, the rape is
stopped usually only because the wife
leaves.

Marital rapes occur in much the sare
way as other types of acquaintance
rape. There is usually no verbal
threat, no ophvsical violence, no

turn to?

If you are a victim
of marital rape who
wants to talk about
your feelings, your
situation, or the
assault, call PATH
at 827-4005 and ask
for the Rape Crisis
Center.

If you are a victim
of marital rape who
wants to talk but who
also may need shelter,
need alternatives, or
need to get out of
the situation or out
of the marriage,

call PATH at 827-4005
and ask for Counter-
ing Domestic and Sex-
ual Violence.

If you are a victim
of marital rape, re-
member that you are
not alone, that you
are not at fault, and
that there are people
out there who care
about you and want to
help.

2

Planned Parenthood’
of Mid-Central lllinols

201 E. Grove
Bloomington

827-8025

study found that of the 521 women sur-
veyed, over 10% had been sexually as-
saulted by either their husbands or the
men they were living with.

weapon.

These studies, and the knowledge gained
through 10 years in rape crisis centers
and battered women's shelters, are
almost all we have to go on.

narital rape.

. rapes.
Since marital rape was not a crime at
all until the late 1970s, one cannot
call the loca2l PD, get stats for all
reported marital rapes in the past
year, multiply that number by 10 or 20,
and come up with a pretty good idea of
the size of the problem in your com-
munity, the way you do with other types
of rape and sexual assault.

"He made me."

Also, in marital rape, even more SO
than in acquaintance rape or date rape,
the issues of sex and violence are very
confused. Although almost every woman
can tell you, after a sexual exper-
ience, whether what happened was sex or
rape, women are afraid no one else will
understand that difference. And, in
fact, most men do not believe that she
can tell the difference, especiallv if
the perpetrator is her husband.

In marital rape, as in other types of
rape, the motivation is violence,
domination, and humiliation. Not sex.
Sex is used as the weapon in this type
of rape as well. Many marital rapes
include forced anal sex, which is seen
in most circumstances as the ultimate
act of submission. Many others include
forced oral sex. In both these cases,
the anal and oral sex is not a usual
part of the couple's lovemaking.

Very few marital rapes are brutal,
as are very few rapes in general.
involve threats of violence to the

just
Most

Rarely,
"He raped me."

A

What there is,
says yes, a woman who says no.
the time he wins because of his super-
ior size, or her fear.

Very few women can easily talk about
Even women who can go to
a shelter and talk about a husband who
batters cannot talk about a husband who
And when they do talk about it,
they are likely to say "He used me" cr
and only rarely,

Even women who call rape crisis centers
cften begin by saying,
because he's my huskandg,

< -

"It wasn't rape,

is a man who
Most of

they want.
answer is divorce.

but. . ."

. Marital rape is not a clean and tidy
issue to understand or to deal with.
Most marital rape victims feel very
guilty about the assault and feel that
they brought it on by something they
or by something they did
Many victims do not

did or said,
not do or say.
want the marriage to end.
certainly want the behavior to stop;
but they love their husbands, they like
most aspects of their marriage, they is, the job of picking up the shattered
pieces of a married woman's life will
still belong solely to the battered
women's shelters and rape crisis
centers of this country, who, for the
most part, can only listen and comfort,
and explain that what happened was not
okay, but was also not a crime.

want their family life to continue.
For most women they cannot have what
For most women the only

Nicholas Groth,
fenders, believes that men who commit

They

who works with sex of-

marital rape are not all that different
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Talking about sexual abuse isn’t always easy -- even in
close families. That's why Planned Parenthood sponsors

National Family Sexuality Education Month
in October.

Coming Sex Education in the Family Workshops

being raped in their own bedrooms by
their own husbands some validation,

some respect, and some acknowledgement.

Through counseling and support, it is
possible to help both the victims and
the offenders of marital rape.
til our society recognizes marital rape
as a problem and as a crime, that help
will not be forthcoming.

But un-

And until it

-~Deborah Wiatt

Illinois’ response to marital rape

When the Illinois legislature passed
the revised sexual assault laws last
year, one of the changes made was the
removal of the marital rape exemption.
The legislature said that if a couple
had filed for divorce, were living
apart, or were legally separated, a
spouse could charge a spouse with
rape.

This version was far more restrictive
than the anti-rape groups in the state
had wanted, recognizing that poor
people cannot always afford separate
domiciles and that not all people who
are raped by their spouses want a
divorce. But it was better than the
nothing that had existed before.

Governor Thompson, that bastion of
women's rights, saw fit to exercise
his line-item veto when the legisla-
tion hit his desk. One of the items
he vetoed was marital rape.

So now, in Illinois, a spouse can be
charged with criminal sexual assault
only if there exists one of the five
aggravating circumstances (that the
accused used a weapon, that the
accused committed another felony as
well, that the accused inflicted
bodily harm on the victim, that the

It is probably this last group that
is also being battered as well.

Although some husbands do present
weapons to force their wives into
submission, rarely is the weapon ever
actually used. A mere mention of the
gun he keeps in the nightstand is
enough. The presence of a weapon in
the room would not be enough, under
Illinois law, to convict a husband of
rape. In the 4% of women in the
Russell study where a weapon was
actually used against them, the new
law would in fact help. But only for
those four percent. 1In 83% of the
cases, no weapon was even present.

The new law also covers women if the
situation was life threatening or if
there was evidence of bodily harm.
The Russell study found that in 82%
of the cases there was little or no
force used. Pushing, pinning down,
and even slapping is not life
threatening or considered bodily harm.
For the 18% of women who admitted to
being slugged or beaten, the new law
would cover them. But probably only
them.

Most men do not commit other felonies
while in the process of raping their

When this legislation was being
introduced, the Cook County State's
Attorney's office called all the
prosecutors and police chiefs in all
the major cities in the states where
there is no marital rape exemption to
see 1f women were, in fact, flocking
to the courts with false charges of
marital rape.

They found, as they had expected to
find, that women were, in fact, not
making false accusations, that women
were not using marital rape in
property settlements or child

custody hearings, and that the laws
were working as hoped: to give
protection to a class of people,
married women, where there had existed
no legal protection before.

Even with this information, the
powers-that-be chose to water down the
proposed marital rape legislation,

and Big Jim chose to all but eliminate
it.

Maybe someday, when men realize that
it is they, and not women, who confuse
rape with sex, will there be adeguate
laws in all states which deal with

the issues of power, domination, and
humiliation--rape--and which give
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times, and the final third had been
raped by their husbands over 20 times.

majority of marital rape victims as
well as the minority covered now.




One step
forward...

Five states--Nebraska, Oregon, New

Jersey, Massachusetts, and Florida--
have no rape exemption (proctection of
husbands or others from accusations
of rape). Spousal rape is considered,
at least by the law, the same (and as
serious) as rape by a stranger,

Several other states have limited the
marital exemption. 1In these states it
is usually considered a crime if the
couple is legally separated, has filed
for divorce, is living in separate
homes, or if the woman is badly beaten
or threatened with a weapon at the
same time.

Thirteen states have seen fit, in the
past 10 yvears, to limit the sexual
assaunlts within a marriage. WNot bad.

——Deborah

New Times/cpf

=1 WO steps
backward

The most recent legislation in Texas
concerning marital rape takes a
slightly different approach. Instead
of elimipating or amending their
marital rape exemption, Texas has ex-—
panded its definition of marriage.
Under new Texas law, a man and woman
who are living together .as a couple
are included in the rape exemption,

Commentary on the law says, "Adults
cchabiting may terminate their rela-
tionship if one dislikes the other's
sexual conduct. There is no justifi-
cation for the criminal law's intru-—
sion into the relationship.”

And lest you think that Texas is iso-
lated in its backwards rape mentality,
in Delaware, Hawail, Maine, and North
Dakota there is a partial rape exemp-
tion for rapes committed by "voluntary
social companions” {dates} if the
woman has previously had sex with the
man. .

West Virginia offers a partial‘exemp—
tion in all date rape situations,

whether or not the couple has had prior.

sex,
-=Deborah

Marital rape: Foundation

Post=-Amerikan October 1984

s Vol. 13, No. &

Page 10

for legality

In the 1600's, in England, Sir
Matthew Hale (who made a name for
himgelf by presiding over witch
trials) wrote an article on rape
Crown. 1In hig article he stated,
"But the husband cannoct be guilty
of a rape committed by himself upon
his lawful wife, for by their mutual
matrimonial consent and contract,
the wife hath given up herself in
this kind unte her husband, which
she cannot retract.”

There was, according to legal
scholars, no bagis in law or in fact
for Hale tc make this assumption.
But make it he did, and the rape
laws of both Great Britain and

the United States have reflected

the sentiment expressed by Hale

cver 300 years ago.

In 1888, in the cage of Regine vs.
Clarence, a woman brought her hus-
band %o ecourt, claiming that he had
knowingly inflicted her with gonor-
rhea. Her claim was for grievous
bodily harm, and she stated that if
she had known he had gonorrhea she
would never have agreed to have
intercourse with him. A panel of
11 judges heard the case and ac-
quitted the husband, 7-4, on the
grounds that since she could not
legally have denied her husband
intercourse, he was not guilty of
unlawfully causing bodily harm.

Justice Pollick, in speaking for
the majority, cited Hale's artiele
as the authority they had used fer
coming to their decisicn. He went
on to say that a2 wife never has

the right nor the power to refuse
her husband, no matter hew much she

should suffer, even when her hus-
band's conduct amounts to cruelty.

British common law came to the
eolonies, and until the 1970's

in the U.S., "marital rape™ was

a contradiction in terms. It still
is, in over 35 states. OQur marital
rape laws came from the 17th century.
Unfortunately, most of our atti-
tudes toward marital rape lie in

the 17th century still.

~=-Deborah

- o

Sources

The following were used as sources for
the articles on marital rape:

Rape in Marriage, by Diana Russell; The
Guardian, September 26,1984; Response
tc Family Violence and Sexual Assault,
March/April 1982; American Bar Associa-
tion Journal, September 1980.

For mere information on marital rape
contact the Rape Crisis Center of
McLean County, P.0Q, Box 995, Elooming-
ten, 61701, or call PATH at B27-4005,
and ask for the Rape Crisis Center.

Rape Crisis Center
of McLean County

AND SPERKING ENGAGEMENTS.

WE'RE A NON-PROFIT VOLUNTEER GROUP WHOSE MAIN PURPOSE IS TO
OFFER ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT TO VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT
AND THEIR FRIENDS AND FAMILIES.

FEMALE VOLUNTEERS ANSWER OUR CALLS, BUT BOTH MALE AND FEMALE
VOLUNTEERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR CRISIS ASSISTANCE,

INFORMATION

~If you want to talk to one of us

Call PATH 827-4005

and ask for the




As a former Big Appler, I decided
tc compare my experiences in the
70s and a decade later.

There is a new underclass in the
offices of New York. Some very
famous people have been members:
"pecple like Goldie Hawn, who went
on to more precarious temporary
fields--stardom. Others are not so
Iucky.

Temporary office work can be lucra-
tive and ludicrous. But one thing
is certain: it is booming in New
York.

There are dozens of temporary office
help agencies in New York now, many
of them specializing in data pro-
cessing, word processing, or legal
and medical secretarieg. It is like
office detasseling--you are farmed
‘out to wander the corporate fields,
to work quickly to process the crop
of the information plantation: data.

In the new world we do not harvest
or plant, we input and process.

Experienced word processors can make
$12 to $17 an Hour. There are no
unions for temps no matter how much
they make an hour. Temps are paid
by the agency, not the company, but
they must follow the rules of the
firm they are assigned to--no matter
how unjust.

Since competition for ecorporate
clients is keen, temps get little
backing from their agency if a pro-
blem arises. As a temp you can
eagily be replaced if you "don't
cooperate.”

Since corporations have cut back on
permanent hiring, they are uging
temporary agencies more and more to
gtaff ‘Gepartments. Tt is not .un-
usual to find entire depariments
that are staffed by temps.

Touchy about tones
Phoebe even complains ab.out other folks’ ﬁhones

when a friend got a new phone from GTE
in Bloomington, he was told that touch-

tone cost a dollar or so a month.

Being cost-censcious, he decided to
forego the flashy finger action. He
was told that at any time he could add

touch-tone for 98¢ a month.

within a month, he started a business

and needed a long-distance discount

phone rate. He found one, but it re-

quired touch-tone.

G20, Cormx
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'Detasseling New York style:
the permanent world of office temps

The trend toward permanent, part-
time, temporary jobs with no bene-
fits may be the wave of the future.
If this is so, this is a worlg
George Orwell would recognize.

An assignment for a large hair
coloring firm is typical of the New
Grimness that is New York office
life, circa 1984,

The slevator banks of this sky-
Scraper on Park Avenue could be eh-
tered only by inserting an employee
computerized ID card. To enter the
main reception area, bathed in pink
carpeting, with a marble desk and a
light collage of moving wavy lines,
You had to be buzzed in by the hawk-
eyed receptionist. Kafka disguised
as Clairol.

Since office temps are considered
potential industrial spies, you must
be escorted to the security office
where you are cheerfully told to
list your home telephone, address,
social security number, bra size,
and is that your natural hair color?

Next you are photographed and finger-
printed. 1s this hair coloring a
cover-up for covert activities? .,
After all, we know that Mr. Hair Dye
in the White House has plans for a
world where we are going to make it
safe for us all to look like movie
stars. Can you imagine being a temp
going to several companies being in
a file of detergent or bathroom tig-
sue subversives?

It is alsc comforting for a woman
living alone to know that creeps in
gecurity uniforms have her unlisted
bPhone number. And yes, you must
show your driver's license and
social security card before being
locked in the Marketing Department.

And you are locked in better than

anything they have at Pontiac
Prigen.

Getting a cup of coffee is a major
breach of security. Nobody tells
the temps, of course, that they can
not get inte the cafeteria without
the magic card. Temps have no card,

" they only hold illegal cups of

coffea.

Madly signaling through a glass

door into yet another plush re- .
ception area proves fruitless. The
receptionist continues doing her
nails and pointing toward the secur-
ity phone. :

Without the computerized card you
are gtuck forever in the Twilight
Zone of cold coffee and ever colder
employees who slam the door in your
face. These people are afraid:s of
themselves, of us, of each other, of
crazed Clairol cops shooting each
other.

Are they afraid the growing number
of homeless people who live in the
tunnels of Park Avenue, like the
hundreds of rats that over-ran ths
Tflowers a few years back, will take
over the corporate palaces?

Or are there cracks in the pink mar-
ble of corporate America where
thousands of workers have fallen
through? What happens when they
crawl toward the surface? You can't
eat marble.

In the New Grimness that is Reagan-
omics, workers are temporary econ-
omic exiles in their own country,
and multinational corporations are
the permanent government.

In the end we all detassel the same
plantations. "Normal" is not just
a tiny inkblot on the map. It is a
state of mind where all workers are
temps in a world rushing madly
toward death. :

. --Jane M. Gligze

He called GTE asking to add the touch-
tone. The rep told him that it would
cost 510 to get the touch-tone hooked
up. When he protested that he'd not
been informed of the hookup cost, he
was told, basically, “tough."

PFe sent a check for the hock-up. The
next day, a GTE rep called him back,
savingy that they were unable to hook
him up to touch-tone since he already
was hcoked up to touch-tone, but they
would be glad to pro-rate and refund

WHAT'S Dy TEEVEE, FRED?
' M-TN'S “VIDED A
MUSIC AWARDS
SHow !

.,C{
\/z
.m

1 “THOUGHT YDV HATED
AWARD SHDWS...

T DO, DSvALLY! BUT
M-TV'S PROMISED THAT
THIS SWDNT BE JUST
ANDTHER BAWARDS
SHDOW"!

I LDOK
LIKE A
RAXED PYTATD
IN THI$ DUVTFLT!

ll/

STOP
THE GREAT

PHOME
ROBBERY!

the current month's charge for the
touch-tone which he accidentally had
got {a sum of 75¢), then bill him a
$10 disconnect charge, then reconnect
g0 he could get touch-tone, for a $10
connection charge.

"Can't we Jjust leave me hooked up and
not charge me at all?" he asked.

"Well. . . .I guess probably we might
be able to do that. . ." said the mys-
tified GTE rep.

-=Pheoebe Caulfield

JUST GDES TO SHOW

THAT RDEk STARS [Ap
RBE JUST AS BORING AS
ANY DTHER GROWNUPS!?
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Cans, bottles, papers taking up floor space?

Why not recycle?

Operation Recycle (OR) will hold

a recycle drive Saturday, October
20 from %9am-3pm at the Seara, East-
land Parking Lot and the ISU Turner
Hall Lot.  If you don't know about
OR, you might be asking, "What's a
recycle drive?”

Recycle drives are one of three ways
in which area residents can get recy-
clables to Operation Recycle, the

4

For those who miss the recycle drive,
Operation Recycle alsc has drop hoxes
located around town at 501 E. Stewart
5t., the ISU parking lot on the RW
corner of College and Main, the K
Mart parking lot and at 1100 W.
Market. Recyclables can be left at
these locations anytime. i

Operation Recycle also buys aluminum
cans, newspapers, and container glass

Harder to measure are the positive
effects recycling has in cleaning
up streets and roadways and the
savings in landfill space. While
relying primarily on volunteers,
Operation Recycle also has created
a few jobs for low income residents.

The recycling center has an office
in the Mid Central Community Action

Agency.
829-0691.

For more information call

only volunteer-supported, non-profit
recycling center in McLean County.
At the drives, trucks are on the
parking lots, and volunteers are
available to help people unload ma-
terials from their cars.

from individuals on Wednesday and Sat-
urday mornings at the recycle ware-
“house, 1100 W. Market. Glass must
have all metal rings and lids re-
moved but it dcoes not have to be
sorted by color. Newspapers should

be tied or in grocery sacks.

An average recycle drive brings in
over 15 tons of newsprint, several
tons of container glass, and dump
trucks full of tin cans. Aluminum
and corrugated cardhoard are also
collected at the drives which are
held at the same locations every
5-7 weeks. Dates of future drives
are December 1, and January 12,

Individuals who recycle do make a big
difference for ocur environment.
Approximately 130 1lbs. of newsprint
saves one mature tree and the use of
23 gallons of fuel. Each aluminum
can recycled saves enough energy

to burn a light hulb for 12 hours.

Religions declare nuclear free zone

Thirty-two religious institutions
acrcoss the country have rejected the
fall-out shelter status of their build-
ings as part of a nationwide Religious
Nuclear Free Zone Campaign.

huve passed binding resclutions which
declare themselves Nuclear Free Zones
and in most cases restrict the loeal
nuclear weapons industry from research,
development, production, storage,
transportation and detonation within
- their borders.

fall-out shelter means that we accept

. the idea. We do not."
The effort to declare piaces of worship

and religious institutions Nuclear Free
Zones is the newest initiative to sup-
port the wider Nuclear Free Zone strat--
egy which has been gaining ground as
more and more hospitals and communities
reject civil defense plans for nuclear
war preparations. According to the
Baltimore based Nuclear Free America,
to date 57 cities, towns and counties

Sister Barbara Joseph Lammers, Direc-
tor of Global Ministries for the Sis-
ters of Charity of Nazareth, Kentucky
S s2id upon her Motherhouse's rejection
matter of whether we are willing to of its fallout shelter status, "The
cooperate in the encouragement of the way the crisis relocation program hag
carefully planned illusion that nuclear been proposed we feel would give the
war is survivable. Allowing our : citizens of our area a false sense
church building to be designated a of security about nuclear war."

A3 Reverend Richard F. Drinon, Minis-
ter of the First Unitarian Churech of
Wausau, Wisconsin, states, "It is a
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Pornography is a social disease

POST NOTE:
excerpt of this article in the April,
1984 issue of the Utne Reader and was
attracted to the balance of anti-cen-
sorship and feminist awareness. The
full text appears in The Body Politic
(Jan/Feb 1984), Box 7289, Stn. A,
Toronto, Canada MSW 1X9.

T think one of the basic failures in
recent debates about porncgraphy and
censorship is some women's inability
to see that censorship won't work, and
some men's inability to see that
pornography is an issue as important
as, and separate from, freedom of
expression.

If we are not talking about writing
laws, defining pornography doesn't
pose as serious 2 problem. We do have
different tastes. Maybe scome of mine
come from my middle-class background
{(my mother wouldn't think so!).

I don't like bodies presented without
heads, particularly female bodies,

The motive may sometimes be the
protection of the individual, but the
impression is decapitation, and I also
happen to be someone who is atiracted
to people’s faces. This is a matter
of tagte.

What 1 object to is the representation
of aects of violence againat bodies in
the name of sexual freedom. Live
rats, guns, and hot hair-curling irons
placed in women's vaginas are not
sexual acts, any more than dismember-
ment and murder are sexual acts. If
these were images only to be found in
the archives of criminal patholegy,
womeh might not be as concerned as
they are, but +these are, in fact,
images found in widely distributed
films. There are apparently a great
many people are willing to pay money
to look 2t images of that sort.

I don't find evidence, as some radical
feminists do, for the claim that all
men are rapists and murderers. If all
men are, potentially, rapists and
murderers, then they are so only as
women, too, have a potential for
destructive behavior. Women, however,
have been traditionally trained away
from such behavior (how else would

the two-year-olds of the world
survive?{, except as we can turn it

on ocurselves in madness and self-
destruction. Why else would Sylvia
Plath's suicide inspire myths rather
than gimple pity?

Tralned to kill

Men are trained to kill in circum-
stances of war. Because for most men
such behavior is abhorrent, 1t must
continually be glorified to persuade
them against their own moral sense to
destroy rather than protect other
members of their own speciés.

I find the precccupation with violence
in the daily fare on television just
as frightening as vieclent pornography.
Men are presented to us hourly as
herces who beat up, torture, maim, and
kill other men. Their victims are
"bad guys" who deserve whai they get,
much as the women in violent porno-
graphic films are presented as beneath
contempt. That these are the most
common images given to men for their
power and self-worth should be as
energetically protested by men as by
womenh .

It is net only women but men who must
‘stand up and say, "no, that is not who
we are." Women, in stating our own
case against our misrepresentation in
the fantagy-life of the world, and
therefore our lack of representation
in the real world, sometimes don't
want to hear that men are as
vietimized, if differently.

The generation of women currently
involved in the feminist movement are
mostly too young to remember world
wars., I remember, with horror, the
old stars in windows marking proudly
a house which had lest & son, brother,
or father. I remember, with horror, a
mother proudly receiving her country's
honor for having "given" five sons to
victory. Whole generations of young
men were killed in both thesge wars.
Any weman who proudly sees men off to

A Pogt staffer szaw a longer

-

TELEVISIONS - ANTIQUES

war has very little moral_claim to
insistence on the sanctity of her own
life, exempt from the violence she
condones.

Men's indifference to pornography as

a basic threat to our humahe survival
ig akin to the indifference of men and
women alike to the daily glorification
of male viclence when it is directed
against other men, not only in
thrillers but on the nightly news,
where we are supposed to go on
applying the brutish morality of "good
guys" and "bad guys."

1t is not a matter of wanting o turn
away from "things unpleasant,” from

Page 13

DEFTMED ‘
SEXUALITY.

"reality." Both the glory and the
terrible vulnerability of human
creatures grows from our ability to
learn. But we do also have some -
capacity to resist our educations, to
influence the world we live in, to
change ocur perceptions of ourselves
and other people. If this were not
so, those in authority would have no
fear of disgenters.

If we refuse tc help create a climate
which glorifies mutilation and death,

if we protest against it, we can begin

to change it. What makes 21l human

We teach you to play,
then sell you the right guitar.

'STOVES - REFRIGERATORS - COUCHES - DINETTE SETS

Duy - Sell - Irade

nurture and fear men.

CUNNINGHAM®S
MILLION ITEMS

. 801 W. Market
Bloomington, IL 61701
Ph. 829-5382

-S43 NO0HAIE - ST00L - SHANITOIYH - AMINIHOVIN

atrocities on a large scale possible
is the passive acceptance of them by
the majority of people, who have been
conditioned either to feel helpless

or to be indifferent to the suffering
of others.

The wide_gapebetween trying to -
guppress violent pornography (either
by calling in the police or destroying
private property) and helping to gell
the stuff offers plenty of comfortable
moral and pelitical space to live -in.
In this consumer society, not helping
to sell and net buying are very strong
weapons in the hands of the people.

Men and women can be together on this
issue. Women don't have to play into
the traps of the moral majority by
demanding censorship which will be
politically abused. Men don't have
to condone pornography degrading to
women in the name of gexual freedom
and freedom of expression. We won't
sell it. We won't buy it. We will
ingtead do everything we can to change
the image of man as a defiler of the
earth, proving his superiority to
nature by destroying it.

One message of gay liberation is that
men are capable of loving their
brothers. It should be gweet news 1o
every woman in the world, for if the
capacity of men to lave those whom

. they've beeen taught to treat as

competitors and enemies can transcend
their education, the world can begin
to heal.

The message of women's liberation is
that women can love each other and
ourselves against degrading education.
It is not necessary for men tc protect
and despise women, hor for women to

Tt is time for
us to share subversive truths about
the courage of men and women to live
in diversity and peace.

--Jane Rule,
The Body Pelitic-

—
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Breakin’ at Braden

An Illinecis and Missouri breakdance
competition at Illinocis State
University, Braden Auditorium, Normal,
Illinois on October 20, at 7:00 p.m.
will showcase some of the top break-
dance teams in the area. There's a
$1,000 1lst prize.

VOl.

Competing teams: U-Crew, Normal;
Playgirl Possession, Decatur; Steppin
Out, Decatur; Champaign Bea Boppers,
Champalgn, Twin City Breakers, Urbana;
Street Masters, Rantoul; Expleonic
Rockers, Maywood; Foos Park Community
Center, North Chicago; Master of
Motion, Chicago; Fortune 3 Breakmaster,
Chicago; Alpha Beta Breakers, Marshall,
Mo.; St. Louis Crash Crew, Berkley,
Mc.; Boogaloo Crew, Florissant, Mo.:
Omni Rockers, Bloomington.
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Radical Changes!
ISU

We bhuy newspapers, aluminum cans
 and glass every Wed.

Student Center Zrard CanterStage com- OPERATION .’ RECYCLE e 3 rrr 1 7 . 1 1 L [ [ I ||
mittee will present the band, "Radical 1100 W. Market NEWSPRINT — %¢ 1b.
Changes," on Wednesday, Octcber 3, . Blooms on. IL
. A . '
from 8 to 10 p.m dmission is 50¢ ; 29" o1 ALUMINUM CANS - 20¢ 1b.

The band includes four students who
specialize in a variety of lmprDVl— GLASS - 1¢ 1b,
sational music, CenterStage is a non-
profit organization that promotes

ﬂ student and local talent. For further

1nforwat10n, call 438--5411,. v

Now 4 permanent drop-off locations
: available 24 hrs. a day

*ISU Parkihg Lot - KW Corner
College and Main #1100 W. Market

Art & drama vkNazt. Pazking Lot
at Wesleyan S—

There will be' a faculty art exhibition
at IWU from September 17 through
Qctober 21. The show will be in the
Merwin Gallery of the Art Building .
from 1 - 4 pm daily and from 7 - ¢ pm
Tuesdays. There is no charge.

*#501 E. Stewart, Bl.

On October 11 - 14 and 18 - 20 IWU
will sponsor the play, "A Day in
Hollywood/A Night in the Ukraine.”
The play will be at McPherson
Theatre at 8:00 pm. Admission is
$5.00

N.F.O.T.M.
in October

October €
Musicfest
-Arlo Guthrie & David Bromberyg
-=Braden Auditorium

¥

October 27
Albert King, "King" of the
blues

iy

-=-Bone Student Center,

Prairie Room . ) w ms

All show tttBOOpm. . * Duali in AX Price Ranges - i

o s « o s Poy i B B 454 1541
"*g&mk&mwlﬂlm Colloge & Linden - Maormel Winols
: . Waraty » :
-, | RALEIGH " SEKA)- » MOTOBECANE o Rl o TREX
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Innocents in paradise-- n

Post note:

Innocents in Paradise continues from
Post Amerikan volume 13, nc. 4 the saga
of Bil1l and Becky Gringo as they at-
tempt to integrate the bourgeois dec-
adence of a guided tour socuth of the
border and their social conscience sur-
rounding third world poverty.

Tuesday, July 33
Morning dawned much too early with
the sound of hammers, drills, and the
hacking spits of native workers
drifting from the balcony above.
Feeling utterly rousted and ready to
explore outside the hotel alone, Bill
and I taxied into Ixtapa. Originally
the sight of salty marshes (deriv.
from Indian for "salt river"), the’
land was reclaimed by the Mexican
government for their largest official
industry,| tourism. This short stretch
of beach,| nestled within a vast
_ coagtline| of jagged black rock, is now
dominoed with hotels such as Riviera
del Sol and Club Med.

we found the shopping center, as
guaint as one could envision a
native market, only cleaner.

We had been informed by tour rep
Michael that, while bargaining is an
integral part of shopping, stores
with air conditioning have fixed
prices and haggling is considered
‘gauche. All the shops in Ixtapa have
fixed prices, properly inflated as
well. However, since I had been so
repulsed by Zihua, we paid the price
as we found souvenirs for family and
friends.

Pleased with the purchases we had
made, including the six pack of
native beer that Bill bought for less
than half the price he'd had to pay
at the hotel, we journeyed back to
Ccamino Real. It was a hot, semi-
sunny afternoon, 80 we spent our time
sunning and swimming by the pool.
Real gringo tourists.

Wednesday, July 4:

Bill and I breakfasted early, to
catch the bus for cur trip to Ixtapa
Island.

Presently a wildlife preserve,

SEpr-0cT. ENTERTAINMENT

Cortes reported that Ixtapa Island
was a matriarchy where, although men
were not allowed, at times they
invaded and ravished the women. The
children born of these unisons were
kept on the island if girls, but
boys were banished to the mainland.

We sloshed through the surf to the
island beach, then took a brisk hike
over a small mountain to the other
gide of the island where lay Playa
Carey, our objective, Bill and I
strolled, finding many sea treasuares
among the crags and crannies. Shells
seemingly abandoned would suddenly
grow pincers and legs.

FINE TEQUILA
SLAMMERS r-aN]) A
SDGGY smam.m'

After exploring the wild side, we
crossed the strand to a tranquil bay
where swimming and snorkeling were
favorable. The beach was lined with
small-vendors, huts where one could
rent inner tubes, snorkle and fins,

a siesta on a hammock strung hetween
palm trees. A bar-and-grill stood to
one end of the beach, where our guide
had promised lunch at noon. We had
become friendly with several of our
fellow travelers, so lunch was spent
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in pleasant conversation.

After lunch, we decided to explore
down toward an old sea wall. 1In
climbing upon the black rocks, we
found huge piles of empty mollusc
shells, the remains of shellfish
orgies by meat-starved natives.

I brought back several shells, much

" prettier than Amerikan litter yet just

as destructive. The early evening
rain sent us scurrying back over thé
hill to the boats.

On the beach we were approached by the
omnipresent beggars and vendors who
had waited patiently for the gringos
to return. The bus trip home was
uneventful and we returned to our room
to prepare for Fiesta.

Dressed in our finest glad rags, Bill
and I caught a taxi to the Holiday Inn
where our tour group was hosting a
party, with what was the most generous
buffet I've seen in a long time. The
Mexican equivalent to a State Farm-
style lounge hand was playing across
the balloon festooned room. We found
the table where our new-found friends
were seated and joined them. In that
awkward period before the festivities
began, waiters plied the room with
pitchers of native-strength
margueritas and pina coladas, leaving
no glass empty.

This happy hour was punctuated by
"glammers," foamy concoctions of
tequila and 7-Up which were

chugged with much fanfare by the
bravest guests. By the time we
filled our plates with food, my taste
buds could not fully appreciate
dinner., However, the party had just
begun.

Fér the Amerikan gringos who were
missing 4th of July festivities,
Michael had purchased sparklers and

a few fireworks. We trooped outside
for the show. We drunkenly cheered
every gplutter and pop. Someone hegan
to sing "America the Beautiful,” and
we proceeded to run through an entire
repertoire of patriotic songs, en
masse. George M. Cohan would've been
‘proud. After we had exhausted our
efforts, we returned inside for games
and dancing, and more libations.

Prizes were awarded to those in the
tour who had lost keys most often (I
heart Ixtapa keychains) and those who
had been sickest (Pepto Bismol and
rolls of toilet paper). A pinata bash
and dance contest followed for the
energetic. Finally, Michael, with
much fanfare, announced the names of
the couple whose enthusiasm and
friendliness most exemplified the
Thomseon vacationer--that honeymooning
couple from Bloomington, Illinois, us.
{My frecuent flirtation with our rep
may have influenced this decision.)

The entire evening was high good times,
& typical back-home bash. The left-
overs would have fed several native
families for days. This was a party
as Amerikan as any we'd known, an orgy
of food, drink, and merriment. We
danced 'til the band packed up, and
were sad to see the evening end. Wwe
found a taxi home and spent a sated
night of much needed rest.

—-RAF, with help from
BS {and Michael)

Next issue, as previously promised:
crabs, more cops, and the Revenge!
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music for weird people

Local music review

Big Halr/;_g Deal--is available on
Bloomington's very own label, Home
Recordings (cassette only), P.0. Box
4071, Bloomington, 61702, or at
Appletree Records.

What we have here ig an incarnation of
various members and friends of That
Hope {primarily ex-diaTribers Dean
garlson and Ed Plerce and the new kid
in town Skot). They've been recording
all summer in various combinations,
and this tape is a cross-section of
their particular brand of weirdness.

This music is what you'd call experi-
mental. Songs have no beginning, no
end, and flow passively from one to
the next. You won't find crashing
drums or thraghing guitars on this
one. You will find a faseination with
all kinds of sound effects, layered
over gporadic bags and percussion
tracks, with oceasional input of
aweeping guitar or synth.

This tape is a twilight walk into deep
woods of mysterious sound. There are
electronically squeezed vocals,
computerized percussion, and jet take-
off sounds. "“"Keenan" features a
child's voice ané laughter compressed
in an indescribably eerie way.
"Caution" features the spoken word
"caution" superimposed over something
as incongruous as bits of a Bill Cosby
comedy routine. Yes, it's strange.

As you may well imagine, the music
projects mystery and atmoaphere you
could cut with & knife. It would make
excellent material to combine w1tb
visual imagery. But on its own, it
just doesn't stand up. It's proto-
plasm--no cell walls, no bones. It
lacks the reference points--a simple
‘refrain, rhythym, or beat to come hack
tio o

---—----—----—--
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T think this lack of solidity happens
because there is very 11ttle group-
ness behind the songs—--they're mostly
individual efforts with a helping hand
5lven by anyone, er, handy. I suppose€
that's why the tape was released under
the name Big Hair, even though it
contains contributions from all the
members of That Hope.

At worst, this music falls into a
monotonous groove and at best, 1t
captures glimpses of brilliance.
Dean's voice ranges from droning to
drilling and is especially thrilling
when his strained high octave isg
dubbed over the low. Sket, lucky guy,
hag one of those voices full of
blatant eage and strength, whlch will
make it a great foil for Dean’s. How-
ever, they don't do ‘oo much vocal _
work together on this tape. In fact,
gongs here depend equally on guitar,
synth, vocale. percussion, and
extraneous hoise.

-------------—-

About the cover

Haven't you been pissed off in the last
week or so? At your boss, your school,
your lawyer, your doctor, your shrink,
your het tub serviceperson, your hand-
writing analyst, your local cops,
George F. Will, Bill Flick?

Haven't you felt vaguely dissatisfied
with the way things are going gener- .
ally? Edueation, government religion,
that sort of stuff?

Come on. You know you have. And even
if you can't get your damage depokit
back and you'll never be able to prove
in court that the cops beat you up that
night, you can d¢ something.

Everyone who’s

You can tell the world. Right here in
the pages of the Post Amerikan.

We're in desperate need of writers.

Not only folks with personal gripes to
air, but also people who'd like to do
interviews and alr other people's
gripes, to follow up on suspicious
rumors about powerful people and insti-
tutions, and yes, even to provide
occasional positive articles on this
anhd that.

Maybe you think that being a Post writ-
er requires burdensome commitment to
some ideology or organization. Well,
when you've put out a paper for thir-
teen years, your ideclogy becomes less

anyone reads the Post

Thig tape may be disjointed, but it
doesn't worry them and it doegn't
worry me. They did it for their own
enjoyment, without the affected air
of someone trying to make it BIG.
Some numbers worth remarking about:

® "Pan into Fire": My personal
favorite (it tied with "Trouble in
Town"}. This one is a diamond in the
rough. Dean's voice hag that sincere
quality which vascillates between
anguish and dull confusion. The
phraelng and lyrics are neat, but it
ain't got no beat.

@ Gaining Confidence”; One of Ed's
babies. Ingtrumental, lots of
sweeping guitar effects. Atlantis
musie.

"Somewhere in Africa": Neat
percussion, more than ethereal. Ghos:
music. Something about Ed's songs ..
makes me feel 1like I'm inside the body

cavity of gome huge mammal,
breathe. & They

-."Road to Being": Weird.

"Irouble in Town": Another personal
favorite. Add another verse and send
this one to Rebin Plan. It's fun,

Boy named Sue meets Big Hair.

@ "Area 14"; _Sorry, but this one is a
Floydian slip (Pink, that is)}.

@ "Love ya 2 Much”: The song with three

words and one number. call me Crazy,
call me impetuous, but this one has
one of those flaghes of brilliance.
But I've been wrong before.

@ "Keenan" and "Joy": Both cut from
the same cloth; minimalistie, eerie,
nightmarish, and perverse. What more
could you agk? '

.==L¥D
--------h-q

and less rigid, ane your organization
bends to accommodate all sorts of per-
sonal eccentricities and levels of
devotion.

Maybe you think you have to be a
gskilled, experienced writer. Hah.
Some of our old-time regulars can't
gpell "harags™ or remember where
commas go. We have a few copy editors
who do know, though and they'll fix
your prose.

If you've ever felt the urge to put

pen to paper for possible Poet pub-

lication, now is the time to do it.

Joyful welcoming noises are practic-
ally guaranteed.

--Phoebe Caulfield
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Send me a t-shirt, $6 donation

_Send me a subscri;
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