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The Post Amerikan is an independent
community newspaper providing infor-
mation and analysis that is screened
out of or downplayed by establishment
news sources. We are a non-profit,
. worker-run collective that exists as

an alternative to the corporate media.

Decisions are made collectively by

staff members at our regular meetings.

We put out tem issues a year. Staff
members take turns as "Coordinator."
All writing, typing, editing,
graphics, photography, paste-up, and
distribution are dcone on a volunteer
basis.

Most of our material and inspiration

for material comes from the community.

The Post Amerikan welcomes stories,
graphics, photos, and news tips from
our readers, and if you'd like to
join us call 828-7232 and leave a
nessage with our answering machine.
We'll get back to you, usually with-
in a week.

We like to print your letters,
limit yourself to the equivalent of
two double-spaced typewritten pages.
If you write a short, abusive letter,
it's likely to get in print. Long, °
abusive letters, however, are not
likely to get printed. Long, bril-
liantlx written, non-abusive letters
may, if we see fit, be printed as
articles. Be sure to tell us if you
don't want your letter printed.

An alternative newspaper depends very
directly on a community of concerned
People for existence.
it is very important to keep a paper
like this around. If you think so

too, then support us through contri-

butions and by letting our advertisers

know you saw their ads in the Post
Amerikan. '

The deadline for submissions for the
August issue is July 14.

Thank you

This issue is in your hands thanx to:

X, Susie, Deborah, Bill, Sue, Melissa,

Danny, Bobby, J.T., Bumper, Ralph,

Nadene, Kathy, Terry, Gary, Diana, Stan,
Lynne, Laurie, Michael, Mark, and Dave
{coordinator)--and others we forgot to

mention.

Special thanx to Bob Porter for his
generous contribution, which will pay
for cur subscription to the Community
Press Features graphics service.
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Community for Soclal Action 452-4867
Connection House B829-5711
Countering Domestic Violence 8?7—4005
Department of Children and Family
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pepartment of Health, Education and
Welfare (Social Security) 829-9436
Department of Mental Health $28-4311
452-5046, 828-4035
Gay/Lesbian Information Line 829-2719
Gay People's Alliance (ISU) 828-2085
God B00-JC5-1000 (in New Jersey, -
201-555-1212) .

HELP (transportaticn for handicapped
and eenior citizens) 828-8301
Illinois Lawyer Referral 800-252-8216

‘Kaleidoscope 828-7346 . ’

Mid Central Economic Oppertunity
Corporation 829-0691

:McLean County Health Dept. 454-1161
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Spinal Tap

The April 27 performance of Normal's
Spinal Tap at Fink's was more than
disappointing, it was downright de-
pressing. Perhaps I hadn't ingested
the appropraite amount of ampheta-
mine, or maybe I should have drunk to
an extra excess--I still doubt it
could have helped matters.

What was most depressing was the speed
with which this talented foursome had
degenerated from Bloomtown-Normal's
authentic, frenetic punk band into
purveyors of pre-formed, pedantic

rock and rell cant.

Only 2 months earlier at their debut,
opening up for Meatwagon at Fink's,
they'd torn the place up with the
rawest expression this side of Sid
Vicious-heaven.

At that time, the only stage prop used
was a large, back-lit screen of paper
that initially separated the band from
the tables and dance floor. To start
things off, they had disc jockey Drew
Bendelow's form appear behind the
screen, where he delivered an appro-
priately wanged-out reading lines 1-
22 of Ginsberg's Howl. This segued
into the opening number, a Spinal Tap
original entitled "Defensive Wall,”
which front-man and guitarist Jeff
Warren dramatically punctuated by ad-
ministering at first slow cuts and
soon malicious slashes to the screen
with a hunting knife. Of course, by
the end of the song, the screen was

in scraps and the dance floor was

busy with bumping, energized bodies.

The pace never lagged thereafter.
Drummer/lyvricist Mark Johnson was
vigorously on and about the beat,
and he made 1t not matter that
diaTribe bassist James was having
little problems keeplng up. Bill
Stagner's lead guitar blew everyone
away with volume, and there was just
enough real anxiety in his notes to
temper his controlled technicque.

/
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Warren's vocals were true screams (he
was making his Pignose groan), and when
he plunged his mohawked, offensive
guard -‘frame into the crowd, his Les
Paul Jr. bruising, and his mouth
actively expectorating--why, you might
as well have stepped back in time into
a Pistols glg. The excitement was
real, was raw, was vitalizing.

When Spinal Tap encored out an hour
later with a gutteral rendition of the
"Peter Gunn" theme, they'd exhausted
everyone in the place, themselves in-
cluded. They'd also left an abidingly
powerful impression on those assembled,
many of whom had come out to see Lex-
ington's blase Meatwagon. With all due
respect to that band, Spinal Tap was an
act impossible to follow that night at
Fink's.

Not so their last appearance there.
Upon entering, one was greeted with an
entire stage and dance area wreathed in
black hefty-bag plastic. Care had been
taken to hermetically seal the and and
its fans this time, and as a result,
things were sticky undershirt.

One noticed the stick because the sweat
evoked through pores had no true call-
ing tma% night. There were only

iging doancers this time wecnuse .
Spinal Tap, taking themselves serious-
ly, hadé decided upon programmed,
obligatery performance. The spontane-

ity was all drained from their songs,
To Johnson, Warren and Stagner,
apparently, they had all become stan-

L -
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DISCOVERED THE
Uttt ATE WEAPON
UNK KOCK!

/

dards in 2 months.

B
Uiithed.
Things were stale.

"And even Crazy Jeff wasn't happening.
Rarely straying from the mike-stand,
he seemed content tc rely upon the
elaborate visuals he'd prepared about
him, as he concentrated (foolishly)

on trying to sing the songs straight,
His screams were just memory, but even
80 he came out distorted beyond com-
prehension.

" Their last set was what those who were
still arcund had waited for: a 30-
minute-long, programmed piece entitled
"Your Mind's a wWhore." A magnum Opus,
if magnum opera can have but 3 or 4
chord changes.

Warren added to his arsenal of artis-
tic media the overhead projector for
this event. Through it, he cast scin-
tillatingly profound messages for the
class, er, crowd. Statements such as
"Jesus said he'd come back--why hasn't
he?" or, again and repeatedly, "Your
Mind's a Whore." By the end of the
evening, old Red had little doubt as
to who was doing the whoring 'round

there. All fakely made-up and over-
primped, Spinal Tap wasn't really

worth it that night.

But I hear they've found a bhassist and
have also taken a little breather.
Let's hope they've positiwely changed
their direction before the much
looked-forward-to Violent Femmes show
on June 4, when they'll be opening.
Let's hope they'll learn what the
greatest of bands have had to learn,
in one way or the other: . that when
it comes down to a choice, it's really
better to burn out than to rust.

AUSPICTIOUS RE-BEGINNINGS DEPT.--—
Bloomington's Uptown Rulers are back
in shépe after nucleii Mike Goodrich
and Chris Grigoroff decided to say
bye-bye to their old rhythm section
and keyboardist. Newly-incorporated

on the local music scene:

GENTLEMEN! WE'VE
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pPlayers are bassman Joey Adducci, dil
igent stickman/percussionist Brian
Bongos, and keyboardist Dennis Willan,
who was actually a founding member of
the band.

‘The well~educated Willan, whose pro-
clivity on the ivories is well-known,
rejoins the Rulers after a 2-year
hiatus.

'Rehearsals have been perpetually pro-
ductive, as the band prepares for the
follow-up to its eritically acclaimed
debut, “Twelve Inches, 121" on Red
Scare Records.

According to well-placed sources, the
new Rulers are into a more integrally
reggae-based ska, and henceforth, the
better part of their repertoire w111
consist of originals.

Look for these guys to begin touring
again by July.

Brave Combo
One of the most exciting dance bands
to ever move the floor at Fink's, the
Denton, Texas-based Brave Combo, hlew
into town for an exhilarating even-
ing's entertainment on May 23.

From the moment they kicked off, into
the immortal strains of "Beéer Barrel
Polka, " which saw effervesant singer
Carl Finch gesticulating like a jack-
hammer on the floor, things were
hopping.

Brave Combo plays a sound all their
own: a blend ¢f Tex-Mex, ska, and
polka. They've termed it "Pol-Ska"
but it's just eminently fun, dance-
gble stuff. No one went away feeling
that the advance publicity (these guys
are receiving very national attention)
had deceived. 014 Red looks forward
to September, when Brave Combo will be
back. He hasn't had such a good time
since his brother's marriage to a
slavic girl.

diaTribe

Meanwhile, Bloomington's perennial
art-rockers, the diaTribe, have
beefed vp their ranks with a fleshy
percussionist/drummer, a human being
called Jeffrey Scott.

According to the group's manager,
Sherrin Fitzer, Scott's replacing of
their synthetic drum machine has added
"excitement to the sound.”

She stressed that the machine was
still incorporated into their ever-
growing repertoire of songs, and that
Scott's addition "allows for more ex-—
pPerimentation" with the device.

Currently the Tribe is preparing to
cut a new demo at Faithful Sound in
Champaign, and continues to play their
mix of art, observation, and enter-

tainment to new audiences.e

--Red Newbton
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Dozier

After reading a report on Bleomington
Police Detective Charles Crowe's
shooting of suspect David Ator at
Eastland Mall, State's Attorney Ron

" Dozier concluded that Detective Crowe
broke the law. But although Crowe
could be charged with aggravated
battery, Dozier says he hag no inten-
tion of prosecuting.

"David Ator is the c¢riminal here, not
Officer Crowe," Dozier's prejudicial
pre-trial press release read.

Dozier's press statement called on the
public to view the shooting as merely
a "mistake." Although Dezier did call
for mild departmental discipline (like
a short suspension), Dozier's wording
and tone sounded more like the State's
Attorney thought the errant detective
gshould be awarded a medal instead.

Dozier's basic reasoning (if you call
it that) contained three main points,
all of them fallacioua:

First, Dozier said, Detective Crowe
was aiming only to wound the suspect,
who wasn't seriously hurt, and there
were no bystanders around who could
have been injured. According to
Dozier, Detective Crowe (whom Dozier
called "a good shot") aimed for the
fleeing suspect's right calf. (This
contention puzzled Chief DeVault, wheo
agreed that police officers are
trained to "stop"™ a suspect, which
means shooting for the trunk.)

Dozier said he had no problem trustlng

Detective Crowe's aim at a running
target approximately 60 feet away.

Ex-cop reports:

"There's no chance Crowe would have
seriously injured the suspeect as long
as he was aiming for the calf,”
Dozier told the Post-Amerikan.

Illinois law, by the way, defines "use
of deadly force" as firing in the
direction of a suspect. It makes no
distinction about whether the police
officer is supposedly aiming for one
part of the bedy or another.

"There were no other persons in the
immediate vicinity who would likely
have been hit by a ricocheting
bullet, " Deozier added, as though a
runaway bullet ever confines its
travels to a small area. And does
Dozier claim he trusted Detective
Crowe's evaluation that it was safe
to fire in an area as public and
frequently crowded as a shopping
center parking lot?

Second, Dozier cited Detective
Crowe's "remorse" for the inecident,
and the Detective's supposed
acknowledgement that he used "poor

info about
Tom Sanders?

This is a note to the person who
called up in mid-~Harch with infor-
mation about Bloomington patrolman
Tor Sanders. Please call again.

I am back in town and am eager to
talk with you. Your ancnymity
will be completely protected.
Please call me at 828-6885.

--Mark S5ilverstein.

defends leniency

Judgment” in firing. At the same
time, Dozlier covered up. just how poor
Crowe's judgment was: the police
already had a stakeout on the
guspect's vehicle in the parking lot.
Most likely, David Ator was running
into the arms of other waiting police
at the time he was shot.

Dozier's third argument for leniency
for Crowe was the Detective's "fine
record of service and a reputation for
using good judgment in difficult .
gituations.™

Dozier's quotation is a laugh to any-
one who remembers the 1974 marches
againgt Sheriff King. The November 3
demonstration-turned-pelice-riot which
left dozens of protesters bruised and
bloodied by police clubs is the most
memorable example of Charles Crowe's
judgment in difficult situations:
Crowe was in charge of the police riot
squad that day.

Crowe personally made and implemented
the decision to arrest Post-Amerikan
photographer Dave Nelson, who was
gtanding peaceably away from pclice
lines on Main Street. Ieading the
unresisting photographer toward a
squad car, Crowe spun Nelson around
and slammed him up against Kresge's
rlate glass window, smashing the
glass,

. A few minutes later Crowe was using
his club to beat ACLU observer Robert
Sutherland over the head, as Suther-
land was passing Nelson's camera to
others. Crowe even tried to smash the
camera with his police club,

L] *
Crowe's gver-aggressiveness and

Crowe beat handcuffed suspect

In the beginning of 1970, Bloomington
policeman Charles Crowe was already
building what State's Attorney Ron
Dozier later called "a fine record of
service and a2 reputation for using good
judement in difficult sitmations.”

According to an ex-cop who witnessed
the incident, Crowe lost his temper and
punmelled a handcuffed suspect in the
back of a squad car. He later contin-
ued to beat the man, Fount Merrill, at
the police station.

Merrill sued for damages. For five
years his case flopped around the
judicial system, then died. It's dif-
ficult to sue the police for beating
you up, especially when the only wit-
nesses are poliee, who will not testify
against other cops.

But in a unigue interview, Charles
Crowe's partner, ex-cop John Roffi,
described the beating to the Post-
Amerikan. Roffi's statements came in
1975, about three years after he left
the Bloomington police force. Here's
what Roffi had to say:

*One night Crowe and I were sent to a
bar to break up a fight, Another sguad
was there also. BSo there were four
policemen who walked in there and there
wasn't any fight going on--just the guy
who'd started it. We brought him out-
side.

"On the way out, there was a drunk
standing across the street and he
yelled, 'It doesn't take four of you to
take in one gquy.'

"Just then Crowe walked across the
street--more or less to antagonize the
guy. I thought it was. He didn't have
to go across the street and say any-.-’
thing.

“Fount Merrill just punched Crowe in
the left eye, breaking his glasses and
cutting him under there (under his
eye}. I ran across the street to help
Crowe, because he was my partner that
night.

"I got the prisoner, ran him over to
the sgquad car, handcuffed him there,
and put him in the back seat.

"Barlier that night or up until that

point, I was the passenger. So I was
supposed to get in the back seat with
the prisoner.

"But Crowe said to me, 'Let me. You
drive, let me in the back seat.' I
didn't think Crowe was going to beat on
him.

"Merrill's hands were cuffed behind his
back. Crowe was just beating the hell
out of him, I stopped the car once and
told Crowe to stop it, to cut that shit
out.

"When we got dowm to the station, I had
to pull Crowe apart from him because
Crowe was beating on him again, when we
started to take him out of the car."

Ex-cop Roffi didn't objeet so much to
Crowe retaliating against Fount
Merrill; he just didn't like him doing
it while the suspect was handcuffed.

"I don't believe a lot of cops under-
stand when they can use justifiable
force," Roffi went on.

"Like the case with Fount Merrill. All
we have to do is arrest him. As soon
as we've got him handcuffed and in cus-
tody, he's ours. I don't have to beat
him anymore."

ABOVE: Detective Charles Crowe "likes
to throw his weight around," according
to an ex-Bloomington cop.

"I wish Crowe had gotteén in 2 few licks
when Fount wasn't handeuffed. I think
Fount was fighting the uniform, not the
person. So if it was me walking across
the street and Fount slugged me, I'd
make damn sure I got in a helluva lot
of good licks in first and then put the
cuffs on him."

Summarizing his experiences working
with Charles Crowe, Roffi told the
Post-2merikan, "Charles Crowe likes
violgnce, and he likes to throw his
weight around. He just likes violence,
very simple.”

"Now don't get me wrong," the ex-cop
Pleaded, "I like violence as much as
the next person.” But egual violence.",

——M.5.




in mall shooting

vindictive misuse of force had been
made evident to this writer two years
before. Although it was nothing like
getting punched or whacked with =a
billy club, I was needlessly slammed
around and roughed up a bit when
Charles Crowe arrested me for a
misdemeanor in 1972.

As the adjoining story shows, during
this period of time (early seventies),
Crowe was battling a civil suit filed
against him by a man who claimed he
was beaten in the back of a ecity
squad car.

And here's the reputation Charles
Crowe earned with a man he worked with
as a cop: according to ex-police
officer John Roffi (see adjoining
story), "Charlie Crowe likes violence,
and he likes to throw his weight
arcund. He just likes violence, very
gimple."

While defending Crowe for cpening fire
on a non-violent thief in the shopping
mall, Ron Dozier emphasized just who
it wad that Crowe shot. "Mr, Ator is
a crook, a con man, and a fraud,"
Dozier's press release stated. "David
Ator is the criminal here, not Officer
Crowe."

S3ince Dozier admitted that Crowe's
illegal shooting could have )
constituted the felony of aggravated
battery, I asked the State's Attorney
why he was so sure that Charles Crowe
is not a criminal.

"0h, anyone who knows Charlie knows
he's not a criminal," the State's
Attorney replied. o

--Mark Silverstein

Post-Amerikan
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Charles Crowe's illegal shooting of an unarmed fleeing suspect at LEastland
Mall wasn't the officer's first impetuous application of excessive police

force,
sible for turning

As commander of Bloomington's riot squad in 1974, Crowe was respon-
a demonstration against Sheriff King into a police riot

(ABOVE) , complete with brutal c¢lubbings and unjustified arrests.

Detective gets wrist slapped for mall shooting

When Bloomington Police Detective
Charles Crowe shot an unarmed fleeing
suspect at Eastland Mall March 10, he
violated the Bloomington Police Depart-
ment's policy on the use of deadly
force.

He also violated Illinois State law.

He also'got off easy. On May 2 Police
Chief Lewis DeVault anncunced he would
give Crowe three days® suspension,
without pay, and let the affair go at
that.

DeVault's decision reversed a course
set by the previous Chief, Donald
Story, who had resigned only a couple
weeks earlier. After reading an inves
tigation into the shopping mall shobt-
ing conducted by the Illinois Division
of Criminal Investigation, Chief Story
decided the matter was serious enough
for a hearing before the Board of Fire
and Police Commissioners.

The Board could have suspended Crowe
for up to 30 days and could even have
fired him from the police force.

Upon assuming control of the depart-
‘ment, Chief DeVanlt asked the Board to
drop the case against Crowe. The
three-day suspension is the maximum the
police chief can impose without taking
the matter to the Board. :

Crowe fired one shot at David Ator, who
was suspected of selling railroad ties
that didn't belong to him. Ator was
wounded in the heel and was eventually
charged with felony theft.

State law allows police to fire to pre-
vent injury to themselwves or others.
Police can alsc shoot if the suspect is
armed. Police can shoot an unarmed
suspect who is fleeing after committing

a forcible felony.
.

¥one of these conditions applied when
Crowe fired the shot at Eastland Mall.

In addition, Bloomington Police Depart-
ment policy adds that use of deadly
force, even if permitted under state -

Since Detective Crowe knew that another
police officer was in the parking lot -
staking out the suspect's truck, there
was never any need to fire at all. The
suspect eventually would have been

apprehended. 4
. ——M.5.

law, shall be used only as a last
resort.
.
Pantagraph rejects
-
letter attacking Crowe
POST-NOTE: Following is a letter-to-  than was called for by the

the-editor which was sent to the
Pantagraph and never printed. The
Pantagraph's reason for rejection is
prrinted at the end of the letter.

Editor
The Daily Pantagraph
Dear Sir:

Charlie Crowe is at it again. Once
more; as in the past, he shows his
inclination toward violent solutions
to police problems. We read in the
paper of a man shot in the foot
fleeing from the police at Eastland
Shepping Mall. Villainy, murder,
armed robbery? No, business fraud was
his crime. "Certainly he should be
caught, but not shot. Ironically, he
was in the parking lot where, if he
had made it to his car, they surely
would have caught him. Nobody escapes
from Eastland in a hurry. Seriously,
though, bullets flying around such a
DPlace represent a more serious threat
to the publie safety than does this
man on the loose.

But the point of this letter is that:
th? officer was Charles Crowe, and
this incident is one of many where he
has chosen a more violent solution

circumstances. There was the time he
threw & member of the press through a
glass panel at the Sheriff King demon-
atration. There was the time he
clubbed an ACLU observer in the head.
I hope that Chief Story will
familiarize himself with this man's
record and that the ingquiry inte the
case will remember this history.

Respectfully,

Robert Hathaway

Pantagraph replies

M. Hathaway: We believe your letter
contains specific allegations against
an individual that eculd put us in a
Precarious position, being unable to -
brove or disprove your charges. Our
news department has been alerted to
your assertations, however, for
possible use in following the police-
man's case. Thank you. --Editor.

PO3T-NOTE: Nothing about Cfficer
Crowe's past emerged in any subseguent
Pantagraph stories following his case. ¢

——
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LiFE is FuLL OF ADVENTURES, TEARS, SURE, CHAD STEVENS wAs my SPECIAL.

LAvEGHTER, SORROWS AND 10YS... HEAVEN GUY, BuT HE HADN'T BEEN RESPONDIN G- .
KNOWS KATIEAND T HAD CAUSED EACH T0 ME 1M A VERY “ATTENTIVE" WAY, S0... KAT, ARE YOV SVRE iT$
OTHER ENOUGH SORROW AND THE TIME HAD BEING A BUSINESS MAJOR HAD AcGuawT:| |A G00D IDEA BRINGING ~YouR
COME To TIP THE SCALES WITH LOVE AND || ED ME wiTH THE PHENOMENON OF SISTER ALONG TONIGHTZ DO YOU &
LAUGHTER/ Myvck To MY REUEE, KAT *SUPPLY AND DEMAND”, ANMD WHAT Goop> | [THINK HER PEA BRAIN CAN STAND R
WAS WILLINGTC FORGIVE AND FORGET... ARE COLLEGE COURSES IF ¥YOuU CAN'T
AND T WAS READY To ACCEFPT HER AS APPLY THEM 7Tb LIFE SITUATIONS P SO.
THE ENDEARING PUNK SHE WAS, BUT

LITTLE Dib T, SUSPECT THAT L WwouLh

BE tED To HERRTBREAK B ... GEE CHAP, 1'D JUSTLOVE

L TD, BUT I CAN'T? 1M GoiNg-
TO SEE A BAND ToNI6HTY
YES, LIVEMUSICIASN'T]
T &XATING 7 )°

You peN'T
REALLY THINK
THIS 1§

IDEA, DO YoUT!
SHE CALLED ME
AND BEGGED To
COME ALON G-

“TONIG&HT 4

I <oViLD HARDLY BELIEVE THAY EAAL-‘-'-. ﬁxfﬁ«'ggﬁ?;ﬁ‘ _—

Y WAS ASKING MY BISTER BLAME 1T ON 1MPE TDVS YouTH{/
AbvicE ov How To DRESS, LM L e A
BuT THERE L WAS.» AND DELICIOUS SENSE 0F ABANDONI
JUST WHAT DOES ONE WEAR, A FeeLinG oF BENG LIGHTER,
o G0 SEE AGROUP CALLED | THAN AIRY

"THE STAINS, ANYWAY ?

REALLY KAT/ L.
s | WwANT THE PUNK
[ IEXPERIENCEL T

| |NEED THAT SPECIAL )
Logk... THINK OF (T
AL TURNIN G A
ILk PYRSE INTD
A SOW'S EARY

SUPPENLY... Yoo Hop! ANYBODY
ROMET T KNOW 1°M
EARLY, UT L HAVEN'T GOT
| ATHING TO WEAR
AND I THOVGHT Wy
couiD RELP.. }

UH, KATIE, L DON'T MEAN To BE RUDE,
BUT Db ¥ou REALLY LVE LIKE THiS ?.l(

/Tm.s LoOKs LI KE A KB R

PUNKERS wiTH A PURPOSE//

THE HOVRS FLEW PAST A LT FTowND MysEc R TAPP N
MY FEET TO THE STEADY GEAT AND EEMICYING i T
IMMENSELY. SOMEWHERE BETWEEN "SWEATING
LIKE A FASCIST PIGYAND YT DoON'T CARE W AT
YOUR DOGGE DEW " T FouND L. WAS LOSING My
HEART TC ThE GUTAR PLAYER. UNTILT WAS
SUPDENLY WL TED BACK T2 REALTY .«

IT WAS A SHORTRIDE To A SMALL SLUEB PowNnTOwwN... I
WAS FiLLED WITH NERVOUS ANTIC mRTIoN... L DIDN'T K NDW
WHAT TO ERPECT.., WHILD I GET MY ARM BROKENT Wou LD
SEMEBODY BITE TWE HEAD OFF A RATT WouLb SOMEONE
MESS uP MY HAIRT

on NI TS N
AD <\ TTiNG- OVE
%‘eng] KATIE, L CANT
LET HtM SEE MEEHEM.‘
T WONDER IF HE _
Foriowed ME WERE]

Gosl  How NEAT}

T HoPE L DON'T

GET SPITCN, W
-ﬂaouzn,f T\:‘s‘r RE

S0 CUTE WIT

TuEBIR LITTLE TIESS

HE DOBSN'T APPEAR
To EVEN NOTICE

TrAT YOU'RE RERT.-
AFTER AL, YOU'RE
N CoENITE, SO TO

;;:_!/\-/

I pore TTHINK

OHNOY

Tue NBRNE | wrAT's

. THAT'S POSSIBLE, _ e R
HE DOING HERE [F HE ‘ $15.. THAT REALLY A FOR YOV, .- e CRAD
DICN'T COME LOOKING- g ADORABLE GUITAR QH_AMEH MAYBE, BUT ‘,3 ’
FOR MEZ WELL, I'LL \ PLAYER 1S NOT FoR —~ OH CHA%]

TeAH HIM ALESSON..
T'LL JUST SEE IF THAT
ADORABLE GUITAR PLAYER
NOTIEES ME ANYMORE

ThAN STUPID oL CRADH

— r‘_ . ot

N

CHADA

mm: .




Color blindness

If you're 1/32 black in Louisiana, then
then you're all black, according to
the ruling of a state judge there.
'A 1970 state law that makes anyone
with this much black bleed "legally
black"--on the birth certificate--
was recently upheld. You don't have
to be a genius to see what this does
to the job prospects of some poor
Irishman with an ex-slave for a
great-grandfather., He won't even
get considered for an interview,
despite his blue eyes.

Fire

That businessman's businessman, James
Watt, has been doing very well lately
by selling coal lands at "fire-sale®
prices. But if it's a hot sales
record he's looking for, then maybe
he should see about selling some
other government-owned property:

I have a solution: extend this
Southern logic to make all those who
are 1/32 white "legally white."”
Imagine the fun when the personnel
directors open their doors for
interviews at those whites-only
companies, WNow that's Affirmative
Action.

Savers lose

In mid-May the Pantagraph story on the
defeat of the withholding of tax on
interest was headlined Savers Win!
Yes, with an exclamation point.

There hasn't been such a headline
since V-J Day.

1. Minuteman missile silos--quiet
rural sites; excellent for conver-
sion into condominiums or shopping
malls. Sales will mushroom at
$666.00,

2. The Pentagon--unique office build-
ing suitable for reoller rink or per-
manent circus headquarters. Laugh

all the way to the bank at $9,999.99.
My point is.this: look at what your
bank pays you for the use of your

money. Now look at what it charges

3. National Security Agency--attrac-
tive, but has a lot of bugs to clear

you for "its" money, some of it yours, out. $800.00.

Now figure up the difference., Still ) .

feel like a winner? 4. Internal Revenue Service--charming
place. A steal at $5.85.

THIS LAND

Model student

What ever happened to those cute
construction paper projects we
did in grade school? In Georgia
there's a ten-year-old kid who's
built a full-scale model of an
electric chair. It doesn't work,
or even hold weight, but it does
light up when you throw a switch.
The student, Stan Cox, won the Most
Creative Project award for his
school. He says he believes in
capital punishment. :

This says quite a bit about the state
of Amerika, though we shouldn't be
surprised. In a country whose major
religious symbol is an instrument

of torture and execution, kids like
Stan Cox are to be expected. What
frightens me is the possibility of this
this not being an isoclated incident.

Help launch
Post

The call went out a few weeks ago for
NASA to allow artists and writers on
the space shuttle. They would be
reporting to their fellow humans on
the glories of space flight and
providing specific viewpoints about
it.

There is a growing movement to put
old-time conservative Christianity
back in our schools and our govern-
ment. You don't have to be a socio-
logist or a historian to know what
will happen if that starts running
amuck. Electric chairs will be big
business. And there'll be Stan Cox
clones throwing the switches.

Did James
Madison
own a gun?

Great idea! I hereby volunteer the
staff of the Post-Amerikan as the
first group of non-astronauts to go
where few have gone before. If all
of our readers nominate us, we're

a shoo-in. So write to NASA today.
Let's send the Post into space,
before MEG gets there.

Post-Amerikan
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Secaramouche

Couldn’t happen
to a
nicer country

So now they're going to spend $20
million to train the El Salvadoran
army in this country? Well, good.
There are many benefits to
training in the land of the free
and the home of the slave. The
brave El Salvadorans will go home
with everything our boys have:

1. Incompetent officers
2. Incomprehensible strategy
3. Uncontrollable drug abuse

- 4. Weapens that refuse to operate

5. Weapons no one knows how to
operate

6. Weapons too dangerous to
operate

7. Weapons too expensive to
operate

This is well-deserved . by a regime

} given to wiping out peasants,
 journalists, and nuns., Bye-

bye, El .Salvador trainees., Don't
bother to leave a forwarding

Raining on
his charade

This month's Two-Faced Fool Award goes
to President-by-Default Ron Reagan,
for singling out acid rain as one of
Bill Ruckleshaus' top priorities as
Boss of Bossés of the EPA. Just a
few months ago, you remember, Ron's
flunkies declared two Canadian films
on the subject to be "peolitical
propaganda.”™ They should've done
the same for the entire Ruckleshaus
induction ceremony.

By the way, one of those films
received an Oscar in the documentary
category from the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences (Ron's
home turf). Oscar Wilde was right:
Life does imitate art.

As a public service to those of you
interested in a free society, I
thought I'd take note of a little
item I observed while leafing through
the Bill of Rights,.

The NRA keeps bombarding me with
complaints about gun registration
being a violatioen of our constitu-
tional rights. Here's the whole
2nd Amendment: "A well regqulated
Militia, being necessary to the
security of a free State, the

right of the people to keep and bear
Arms shall not be infringed." The
NRA quotes only the last half. It
ignores the all-important qualifier,
that the purpose of the law is to
provide a Militia, a National Guard.
Note especlally the words "well
reqgulated." They were well chosen
by intellectuals who knew what mes-
sage they wanted to convey. The
law says gquns are supposed to be
regulated, guys. To me it says

you can have one if--and only if--
you're in the military. So join up,
or shut up.

We teach you to piay,

then sell you the right guitar.

GUITAR
WORLD

."_
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B Community News

Sexual abuse workshop in LeRoy

The Bishop Health Service is co-spon-
soring Planned Parenthood's first OK/
Not OK Touches workshop in LeRoy on
June 21 at 7 pm at the LeRoy Bank
meeting room. Designed to help par- -.
ents talk with their children about
sexual abuse and assault, the work-
shop is open to any interested adult,

Featured speakers, Susan Strand, youth
and family counseling coordinator for
Planned Parenthood, and Karen
Stephens, director of Illinois State

University's Childcare Centers, will
stress the importance of giving chil-
dren survival information as a step

in protecting them from sexual abuse.

Preregistration for the free, public
workshop is recommended, though not
required. People interested in this
workshop or future ones which will be
designed for both adults and children
may call Susan Strand at Planned Par-
enthood of Mid Central Illinois,
827-8025.

MAPSAC birthing alternatives

An organizational meeting for McLean
County Assocation of Parents and Pro—
fessionals for Safe Alternatives in
Childbirth (MAPSAC) will be Saturday,
June 4 at 2 pm at the Normal Public
Library.

MAPSAC, the local chapter of the
National Assocation for Parents and
Professionals for Safe Alternatives

in Childbirth, is dedicated to explor-
ing, examining, implementing, and es-—
tablishing family-centered childbirth
programs——programs which meet the
needs of families as well as provide
the safe aspects of medical science.

Goals of MAPSAC include the promotion
of education about the principles of
natural childbirth; facilitation of

Writers’
confab here

Illinois Writers, Tnc. is a statewide
organization of writers--mostly poets,
esgayists, and prose fiction writers.
The Seventh Annual Conference will be
held in Normal, hosted by the Pike-
staff Press and McLean County Poets.
The public is invited toc attend the
events of the conference {there is a
$10 registration fee if pecple want
to attend the workshops on Saturday.

FRTDAY, JUNE 10
7:30~-10:00 p.m., EWING CASTLE, Emer-
son and Towanda, Bleoomington
Poetry reading by Phyllis Janik
and IWI members. The public is
invited--NO ADMISSION CHARGE,
refreshments.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11
9:00 a.m.-on, TLLINOIS STATE UNTVER-
SITY, STEVENSON HALL, Roem 401
Regigtration
9:00 a.m.~5:00 p.m., STV. 401
Small Press, Magazine, and Book
Displays. Authors present for
autographing.
9:30 a.m.-4:45 p.m.,
WORKSHOPS. There is
regigtration fee for the general
public to attend the workshops, and
a $7.50 fee for IWL members and
students. No meals included.
9:30-10:130 a.m., STV. 101, Panel
of Book Editors. Curtis White
(Fiction Collective), Richard
Meade (Story Press), Ann Lowry
Weir {(Univ. of T1ll. Press).
11100 a.m.=-12:00 P.m., STV. 101|
IWI Business Meeting. .
1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m., Two workshops
run simultaneously: A, "Word
Procegsing for the Writer," James
Ia Rue; B. "Types of Bad Poetry.,"
Bill Johnston. )
2:15-3:15 p.m., Twe workshops:
A. "Self-Publication," Bob Suther-~
land,  Steve Arendell, Roger Egan;

STV. HALL,
a $10.00

B. "The Strategies and Tactics of
Postmodern Fiction, " John
Guzlowski.

3ih5-4:45 p.m,, Two workshops:

A, "Self-Publiecation," Sutherland,
Arendell, Egany B. "The Diary as
Literary Form," David Pichaske.
7:30-9:00 p.m., EVENING READTNG,
STV. 101, George Chambers. Recep-
tion following.

SUNDAY, JUNE 12
12:00 to 43100 p.m., Fourth WORDS FAIR
FRANKLIN PARK, Bloomington. .
Featured readers and open mike.
ADMISSION FREE.

communication and cooperation among
parents, medical professionals, and
childbirth educators, encouragement
and aid in the implementation of
family-centered maternity care in
hospitals; assistance in the estab-
lishment of maternity and childbearing
centers, and help in establishing safe
home birth programs. Most importantly
tne local chapter hopes to provide ed-
ucational opportunities to parents-to-
be that will enable them to assume
more personal respensibkility for preg-
nancy, childbirth, infant care and
child rearing.

More information about MAPSAC can be
obtained at the organizational meet-
ing or by calling Sue Frizell, 452-

0310.

MCEOC cb;ltinues

June-July, 1983

Performing
artists organize

PAN, the Performing Artists Network
of North America, has organized the
music industry's first actual National
Club Circuit. Operations will
officially begin on June 15, 1983.
Over 3000 clubs of all types will be
participating.

Thirty firms in the music industry
have agreed to lend their corporate
and brand names t¢ PAN in conceptual
support of the National Club Circuit
as Charter Sponsors.

‘Membership in PAN is free, and is open

to all performers, regardless of their
level of artistic development.
Further information can be obtained by

- writing to PAN, Dept. C, P.O. Box 162,

Skippack PA 19474,

ARNOUNCe-

zine Free Woman's Herald/cpf

to assist those in need

Mid Central Economic Opportunity Corp-
oration offers assigtance to people in

‘life~ or health-threatening situations

through the Crisis Intervention Pro-
%ram. You can get one-time assistance

or rent when an eviction notice hasg
been received, for utilities when =a
Iinal notice has been received, food
and prescriptions. In each situation,
MCEOC must be the last community re-
source approached before assistance
can be provided.

Within the first gquarter of 1983's

Program year, the Crisis Intervention
program has provided assistance to as
many households as in the entire 1982

program year.

Another area of assistance is MCEOC's
Housing Referral Program., This pro-
gram assists low income households to
locate adequate, affordable housing.
The gtaff contacts property owners

to find cut what housing is available.
Within the first quarter of 1983, this
program has assisted 130 households,
also more than in the entire program
year of 1982, To qualify for assist-
ance through theseé programs, the house-
hold income must be at or below 125%
of the poverty level. Fur further in-
formation on any of MCEOC's programs
phone 829-0691.
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FRANKLIN PARK

The PIKESTAFF PRESS presents 1

Fourth WORDS FAIR

SUNDAY, JUNE 12,

(2 BLOCKS SOUTH OF ILLINOIS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY,
2 BLOCKS EAST OF MAIN STREET) 1

(Rain locatien: 401 STEVENSON HALL, TLLINDIS STATE UNIVERSITY) p

1983 12—4pm |
BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS |

1 READINGS BY FEATURED POETS

BILL JOHNSTON
CAROL SCHOTT
1 RUTH WANTLING
| CURTIS WHITE

1 AND OPEN MIKE SESSIONS
| WHEN ANYONE CAN READ!!!

I

12:00--12:30 CURTIS WHITE and Hosts

12:30--1:00  RUTH WANTLING i
1:00--2:00 Open Mike x
2:00--2:30 CAROL SCHOTT I
2:30--3:00 BILL JOHNSTON l

- 3:00--4:00 Open Mike I
5:00--7:00  FRANKLIN SQUARE |

ASSOCIATION :

ICE CREAM SOCTAL ($1.00)

1 THIS PROGRAM IS SUPPORTED BY GRANTS FROM ILLINOIS WRITERS, INC., :
- FROM THE ILLINOIS ARTS COUNCIL, A STATE AGENCY,
AND THE McLEAN GOUNTY ARTS COUNCIL : 1
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PATH
training slated

Want something worthwhile to do this
summer ? Training for PATH volunteers
beging Wednesday, June 15, 1983. PATH
{Personal Assigtance Telephone Help)
ig Mclean County's 24-hour telephone
crisis response, infermation, and -
referral service. PATH depends on
trained volunteers to provide these
services. -

Training provides a relaxed yet
challenging experience for the new
volunteer. The trainee gets a wide
variety of skills that are useful in
everyday life as well as on the crisis
line. Training lasts approximately
six weeks and requires 10-12 hours
per week. The program consists of
role playing, supervised phoneroom
training, discussions, lectures, and
readings on the subjects of sexuality,
drugs, suicide, and community
resources. ’

The application deadline for this
session ie Friday, June 10. For
further information or a training
application, call 82B-l022,

Day camp starting

Sunnyside Center and Western Avenue
Community Center will provide day camp
activities for children who have
completed kindergarten through sixth
grade., The program will begin June 20
and end August 5, with activities from
9100 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday, including swimming, boating,
fishing, skating, arts and crafts,
sports and games, mevies, field +trips,
and many special events.

Tn addition, morning snacks and lunch
will be provided free daily.

Trangportation will be provided to and

from camp daily at the Woodhill, Ever-
green, and Holton Homes housing sites
and at 3t. Patrick's Church parking
lot.

The cost will be $4.00 per child per
week, with a maximum (family rate? of
$7.00 per week. Parents must register
their children at Sunnyside Center,
1612 W. Olive, Bloomington, by Friday,
June 17. ILimit: 90 campers.

. Note: There will be no camp on
Monday, July 4.

Community News

Post-Amerikan Page 9

Lead screening tests continue

In a continuing effort to detect
children with elevated blood lead
levels, the McLean County Health
Department will be conducting free
blood lead screenings for children
from 1 to 6 years of age during the
menth of June. .

Lead polsoning can lead to perman-
ent brain damage, mental retardation
and even death. ILow levels of ab-
sorbed lead can alsc decrease a
child's attention span and affect
intelligence.

Symptoms of lead poisoning are not
always visible, and unnoticed lead
found in the home may damage a

child's health without anyone even
knowing a danger existed. Older
homeg built during or prior to the
1950"'s may contain dangerous lead-
based paint and can be especially
hazardous toe children. oOther sources
of lead which may cause lead poisoning

Illinois
gay prisoner
support group

The Illinoig Gay and Lesbian Task
Force will form a new group to lobby
for the rights of lesbian and gay
prisoners in Illinois. The IGLIF
Sexual Minority Prisoners Committee
will work to a{leviate abusive and un-
constitutional conditions that gay
prisoners often endure in confinement.

The group hopes to secure the rights
of lesbian and gay prisoners to: have
equal access to drug and aleohol abuse
programs, preferred prison jobs, work
release programs, and parole; form gay
pPrison clubs for the purpose of estab-
lishing rapport with outside community
membersg; and receive lesbian and gay
publications.

-They weuld like to hear from other or-

ganizations who are doing similar work.
Most importantly, they are trying to
let gay and lesbian priscners in Il1li-
nois know that they exist so they can
be in touch with each other.

Write them at Sexual Minority Prison-
ers Support Committee, IGLTF, 615

W. Wellington, Chicago IL 60657, or
call 312/975-0707.

are: dirt; lead dust from industrial ~
operations; lead shot; and improperly
azed ceramics.

Free health department lead screenings
will be offered to children under

6 years of age at the following dates,
locations, and times:

June 16 John Kane Lounge
1100 p.m. to 1312 W. Monroe

3100 p.m. Bloomington

Eane 14 Belltop Day Nursery
9:30 a.m. to 606 N. School

10130 a.m. Normal

June 22 Sunnyside N'hood Ctr.
10400 a.m. to 1612 W. Olive

11400 a.m. Rloomington

June 27 Bloomington Day Care
1100 Pl to 3’09 E. Wood

2300 p.m. Bloomington

June 29 EBelltep Day Nursery
9:00 a.m. to 813 E. Bell

10:00 a.m. Bloomington

The cliniecs are open to the public.
Please call the health department,
L45h-1161 to make appointment or for
additional information.

targeting

Organigzing for what they hope will be
one of the largest acts of nonviolent
ecivil disobedience in the heartland, a
midwest coalition of peace groups is
inviting people from all over the mid-
west to come to the Strategic Air Com-
mand (S.A.C.) in Omaha, Neb., Aug. 7,
in order to make it clear that they do
not want to be part of the military's
casualty statistics in their plans to
fight and "win" a nuclear war.

Strategies and Actions for Conversion
is a coalition of peace communities
around the midwest who, over the past
5 years, have carried on a program of
nonviclent resistance at S.A.C. and
have worked to make people aware of
what S.A.C. does. At a meeting in
fmaha on Jan. 28, the group initiated
a new campaign entitled, END THE
TARGETING.

In explaining what the group hopes to
accomplish, Tom Cordaro, the chair-
person of the Aug. 7 action said, "“We
will be inviting folks from all over
the midwest to come to Omaha to par-
ticipate in the experience of polit-
ical empowerment. We are determined
toc act on our cwn behalf to save our
homes and families from the madness
of the nuclear war strategists. We
will no longer sit idly by while
others calculate strategies to sac-

- rifice the lives of our families for

the sake of 'national security.'"

Joe Taschetta, a midwest folksinger
and campaign organizer, explained
that the action itself will call for
folks to walk through the front gates
of S.A.C. in an attempt to communicate
directly with the Targeting Planning -
:3taff. "Each person crossing the line
will signal the birth of a new polit-
ical force for freedom from the fear
of nuclear war.,"

Come visit our newly remodeled store.
We have more of everything, including
an expanded produce section, to serve
you better.

516 N. Main St.

Bloomington, Ill. 61701

COMMON GROUND now offers you the opportunity to cut food

and vitamin costs by 10%. You may obtain your 10% discount
club card in the following two ways:
(1} You may purchase a discount card for a yearly fee of $10.
(2} You may earn a free discount card by accumulating $50

g7 worth of COMMON GROUND sales receipts. Simply save your

. receipts until you have a total of $50, at which time we will,
present you with a FREE 10% discount card good for one year. §

JJ5

X Py Tom Cordaro

ERD THE TARGETING
. 1717 Izard Street
- Omaha, Neb. 68102

Ccall: (515) 292-3810 until 6/1

The action is being endorsed by War
Resisters league, Fellowship of Re-
* conciliation, Catholic Peace Fellow-
" ship, and the Iowa Socialigt Party
UISIA.

If you would like more information

Once you have yvour discount card, simpl resent it at the "
y Y ! ey P about the action please write to:

checkout counter for a 10% discount Qn every purchase,
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Progressive_
art directory

Many people have advocated the publish-
ing of a directory of progresaive arts

work; Gultural Corregpondence volui~

DOWNTOWN LUNCHTIME MUSIC SERIES

Wednesdays for 18 weeks
{Raindates — Thursdays)

Courthouse Square — 11:30 am to 1:30 pm.

We

Tentative Schadule

June b [P Southbound Exprags
8......... Alternatives

16 ........ The Bloomington Brass

22 ... Chanute Air Force Base
-Jazz Engsemble

29 .,....... Prairieland Dixie Band

teered to facIlltate that publication.

a1l know what an important refer-

ence such a catalog will be, but it
. can only be as comprehensive as we
make it.
will compile and edit information for
listings from what we already know
about you or what we can find in our
Tiles.
tagk if you would just sit dewn and
write one page about your work and
send it to us;, and tell your friends

If necessary, of course, cc

It would vastly simplify the

July B......... Amateur Show* toc do the same, This would save us
13 ... Billy Valentine frcom what will otherwise be literally
20 - a‘:g:"'r’ascs"’g:a;‘?"’:ms months of research and editorial labor.
"""" g >l We are not an institition; we are not
August 1% """"" ::ﬁ:ﬂﬁ;f”“w“ staffed. The postage involved in send-
17 ....... Chanute Air Forca Base ing another flyer fo a few hundred
-Morizon people 1s already a bit out of our
24 ........ Dick Benson budget. '
... Alternatives
September  7......... Nightwatch We urge you to send us a listing as

*Local Talent Wanted: Singles or Groups.
Contact Bloomington Unlimited by July 1, 828-5911

SPONSOQRED BY:
Bleomington Unlimited, Inc.
Musician Local 102 Performance Trust Fund
City of Bloomington Parks and Recreation Department
Private Business Donations

soon as possible, and to spread the
word.
been extended to July, 1983.

Everyone who sends an entry will be
i1sted. Send your entry tos Cultural
Corregpondence, 505 West End

New York, New:

The deadline for entries has

Ave, y

New Yorkx, New York 1002i.

No competition

Dear Post,

Enclosed is my check for $25 to be
used for a subscription to Community
Press Features or whatever else you
guys need to continue the struggle
against mediocrity in the Midwest.

4s I prepare for my epic journey
through the hallowed halls of the
University of Illinois, I look back

oh what the Post-fAmerikan has meant

to me. Over the years, it has been

a constant source of encouragement and

local information that no other loeal
pbublications have been able to
brovide,

I greatly look forward to being able
to buy my "hometown paper” in Urbana
for the next four years.

Sincerely,

Bob Porter

P.5. Given the competition, you guys
have the best newspaper in town.

Doesn’t like column

Dear Post-Folks,

There are a lot of things that I
really like abeut the Post-Amerikan.
The last issue was full of them: Ffrom
the liquor commission silliness to
more on Sanders to information' about
U.S. troops in Africa. In the past
there have been items I've disagreed
with, but they've always been of
miner importance. .

Iately, though, there has been one
recurring cclumn that I feel hurts the
Fost's image as a serious alternative
to the regular so-called "news"
charnels. Marjorie Kinsella's columns
on Naturopathy say the same things
over and over. Thus they wind up
sounding like an advertisement for her
business. Especially since she is the
only celumnist with her address at the
end of her articles! '

T don't want you to misread this. T
don't have anything against Naturo-
pathy per se. I just want to know why
the writer of that column doesn't fingd
more to say. If she doesn't have any .
more to say than what she has
reiterated for at least three

“articles, perhaps she has said her
piece and her column should be laid

to rest,

Don't give up trying to repert on
medical items. There are Plenty of
things to expese in the regular
medical society. Also, there are
other medical alternatives besides
Naturcpathy. Perhaps we coulg open

up our Post-Amerikans one day and read

about them.
Sincerely,

Sue Hinton

BEN

E Cugtom Matturss
e Wcmywahxﬁedj
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***AQUA PEDIC FLOTATION SYSTEM
***APPEARANCE OF MATTRESS AND BOX SPRING
***FITS STANDARD HEADBOARD AND FOOTBOARD
***FITS STANDARD SHEETS

*¥¥*DRAWER UNITS AVAILABLE

BENDER'S CUSTOM MATTRESS CO.

Hours: M12-5:30 T-F 9-5:30 Sat. 9-3
529 N. Main, Bloomington  829-9¢11

"P.S.
Program deoing?
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Letters

Pope pissed?

Somewhere in New Jersey 00003
April 31, 1983

Dear FPosed Amerikan,

What's this I hear about some Italian
King giving the Pope a shower of
urine? That's disgusting! To each
his throne, I always say, but the
wholly fodder shouldn't expose himself
to the entire world, People should
keep some things hidden in theéir
clauses.

And doesn't that stain those elegant
gowng and fancy hats he wears?

Yours truly,
Emily Litells

How's the neighborhood witch

FEST-HOTE: No, Emily, that's the
Shroud of Turin, not a shower of
urine,

Emily responds: Oh, never mind.

Righteous paper

You folks really put out a righteous
baper. I like the way vou set out
those MEG jerks--I'm deing time
because a Junior MEG-Ah-Wanna-Be-A-
Cop dropped a dime on me. But T try
to keep a good attitude about it.
(Live and learn.)

1 could really dig hearing from some
serious folks in the free world to
help pass the time: I'm sure anyocne
who reads your baper can relate. Keep
up the good work. TI've got four years
left to do behind bars.

~-Mark Christiansen
#C92035
Box 711

Menard, Illinois 62259

Prisoner
wants letters

Dear Pozst Amerikan:

I'm a former resident of the Bloom-
ington-Normal area. I worked as the
assistant manager for the Sun Garden
Apartments in Normal. I also lived
at the Sun Garden Apts. with my
mother, Melanie Hendexrseon. Now I'm
an inmate in the Sheridan Correc-
tional prison for a term of 2 years.

Since I've been locked up my mother
has been sending me monthly issues of
your paper, which I find most inter-
esting, honest, and for 25¢, very
appreciated.

No sooner than I got to prizon my
ex-girlfriend took off to Florida, so
I don't imagine there will be any
vellow ribbon around an old ocak tree
when I get home. It's starting to
get kinda lonely in here.

From the deepest of my heart I would
like for those readers of the Post
Amerikan who have the time and inter-
est to please write to me; I'm sure
those who write will get a letter
back.

My name is Anthony Whiteside, but my
friends call me Tony. Before I closze
I would like to thank the Post Bmeri-
kan for being nice enough to publish
my letter, and I hope the Post will
be around for a long time to come.

Anthony Whiteside
Macon County Jail
253 E. Wood St.

Decatur, II. 62523
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Local man fired for bogus reason

Dear Post:

_For 3% years I worked for a prominent,
nationwide hotel chain located in
Bloemington. I have a good work re-
cord and have always gotten along well
with my co-workers.

on April 23, 1983, my wife and I rose
at 7 a.m. At that time we dressed
curselves and our two children and 1
prepared to go to work. I told my
wife that morning that I did not really
feel well, but we both knew I couldn't
afford to take off sick.

I drove to work as I always do¢ and my
wife and children were with me as usual.
I arrived for work onh time at 8 a.m.

I felt no better as the day progressed.
At first I thought I had a hang-over,
but it was getting worse as the day
went on. At 10:15 a.m., the innkeeper
came into the maintenance shop and
found e and a co-worker there. This
is our normal break time. He asked

me if I was sick and I said, "Yes."

He then asked me if I had had a rcugh
night the night before to which I also
. replied, "yes." The innkeeper then
left the shop.

Thirty-five minutes later the innkeeper
returned t¢ the shop and found us

gtill there. (My co-worker was work-
ing; I was not.)} The innkeeper's only
words to me weres "If you're sick,
please check out and go home." Agaln
he turned around and left. I called
my wife and asked her to come pick me
up. She did and we thought that was
all there was to it. :

Sunday and Monday were my regular days
off, so I wasn't scheduled to go to
work again until Tuesday. That week-
end my wife and I were both sick. On
sunday a friend from work called to
tell me something was up. Rumor had
it that I was to ne fired Tuesday for
Heing drunk on the Jjob Saturday.

The following Tuesday I arrived for
work on time again. When I got there
I found that my time card had been re-
moved., I wailted from 7:30 until 9100
a.m. for the innkeeper to put in an

City makes a
mess downtown

Dear Public,

A couple of weeks ago the gas company
marked a spot on the sidewalk 1n front
of Mosey's Tavern at 527 N. Main St.

to be dug up for new curbing. The
c¢ity starte digﬁlng up the concrete
walK to put in the new curbs. They

knocked a large hole in the ground and
exposed the basement of Bender's Cus-
tom Mattress Co. They put a piece of
plywood over the hole and left it for
the night.

The next day they caved the sidewalk
in so they could put a wall of con-
crete block under the sidewalk to
ghorten the existing basement and fill
the pertion under the walk with sand.

As they knocked in the sidewalk, they
broke the water main to Bender's, the
Polar Lounge and Adventure Land. 3¢
the water company became involved, too.
The concrete wasn®t put down until the
following Monday.

Don't you think someone should have
known about that basement before they
started drilling and digging?

Just think of what all this has done
to the downtown businesses. Downtown
streets were torn up for at least 2
menths--just for NIGas to put in new
gas mains.

well, I think the downtown business

people should at least have a few
words to say about it.

Cheryl

- negges oh my side.

appearance. When he finally did, his
only words to me were: "You are being
fired for being drunk on the job."
When I tried to defend myself, he told
me that he didn't wish to discuss it,
that if I had any more to say I could
take 1t up with the maintenance super-
visor. Well, that would sure do a lot
of good since the innkeeper had alrea-
dy made up his mind I was fired and
there was nothing the supervisor could
do anyway. The supervisor told me he
was sorry and gave me my termination
netice, which read that I had been
drunk and sleeping on the job.

When someone is terminated or
written, they are supposed to sign
these notices. I did NOT do so. To
add to the insult, the innkeeper hag
named my co-worker, who is also a
very good friend, as his witness to
all of this., When my friend tried to
stand up for me and testify that I
wasg not drunk or asleep, the inne-
keeper told him: "That's teo bad; he's
still not coming back to work here."

One thing I do not understand is that
if the innkeeper reallh felt I was
drunk, why did he wait 3 days to fire
me? Why didn't he fire me the first
time he came into the shop; or even
the second time? vhy wait 3 days?

We were told by friends that he didn't
make up his mind until Monday to fire
me. Did he need the extra time to see
if he could get away with doing some-
thing that wasn't true?

Since we could get nowhere with the
innkeeper, our next step, after
filing for unemployment, focd stamps,
and public aid to support my family,
was to call the Fublic Relations man
in Memphis, Tenn., which is the main
office. I explained the situation to
him and told him that I had many wit-
He said he would
call me in a few days after he had in-~
vestigated. He called me back approx-
imately 2% hours later and said that
after talking to the innkeeper and the
maintenance supervisor (who didn't even
work that Saturday), they all had come
to the conclusion that I was not doing
my job, so the termination should
stand. At that time, he never once
said they had found any proof that I
was drunk or asleep.

I knew I wasn't doing my job because

I was sick and should not have been

at work at all. (And if it hadn't
been for the change in the sick pay
policy by the company I might have
been able to afford to stay home
sick.) I should have been written

up for over~extending my hreak or even
for not doing my job, but I should
never have been fired for being drunk.
I told the "PR" man that if they would
wouldn't change their minds about
giving me my job back then I at least
wanted that drunk charge taken off my
record. Well, he said he would get
back to me.

4. few days later I received a letter
from him stati that since I had ad-
mitted to drinking, which caused me

to be sick, the termination should
gtand. 1I'did not then--and do not
how--admit to drinking on the job.

My wife and I checked with my witness-
es and found that not one of them had
been contacted by this man or anyone
elgel '

I then received a letter from the Un-
employment 0ffice stating that since

I could have prevented being fired

{by not being drunk) I was turned down
for benefits. I have appealed this
decigion.

We intend to fight this to the end,
because I do have witnesses who will
testify for me. We have also hired
an attorney who is very interested in
the case and have enlisted the aid of
other people whe have been wrongfully
discharged by this same man. The list
of those people is growing gquite im-
Pregsive.

We are continuing our fight through the
corporation and will await a decision
by their board after turning in cur
testimony. We wish to thank all those
who are helping us. Maybe we can

help prevent this from happening te
other people whose only fault is hav-
ing to work for a "big shot."

And remember: when you take advantage
of a "Guarantee t¢ Pleage," just be
thankful you aren't one of their em-
Ployees. '

--Unfairly Fired

'

1114 NORTH S
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™ Children need knowledge

Openness best defense against sexual abuse

Children can't win. Chances are one
in four that some "bad adult" will
sexually abuse them before they
graduate from high school.

And if that's not bad enough, many
"good adults," even "good parents,"
seem to be doing the opposite of what
they should be doing to protect child-
ren from such abuse.

Sometimes, I try to understand these

K.Kollwitz/cpf

!

Survival skills
make sense

Giving children survival skills makes
sense. Caring for our children means
giving them survival skills. We
already do this in many areas:

We tell them about cars--they can hit
us.

We tell them about matches--they can
burn us.

We tell them about Drano--it can
poison us.

We tell them about (some) people--
they can hurt us.

Survival skills are information and
guidance we give others to help avoid
their being hurt. But however much we
want to protect the others we care
about from being hurt, we can't. So
survival skills are also information
and guidance aimed at helping people
deal with being hurt.

We can't stop all children from being
sexually abused. I do believe we can
reduce the risk for many children.

But we must become involved in helping
all children deal with potential and
real sexual abuse in their lives.e

--S.8.

people: maybe they don't know what
they're doing...or maybe they don't
know anything else to do. But lately,
my attempts to be sympathetic to
parents and other adults have been
very empty: I've enconntered too many
adults/garents who actually rebel
against doing what they can to protect
the children they care about from
sexual abuse because the process might
be difficult and the xesults might be
socially awkward for them.

Children can't win unless adults/
parents are on their side. Children
don't have the power to protect them-
selves from sexual abuse.

Adults have the power to go a long way
toward protecting children from sexual
abuse, but many seem to be doing
everything in their power to make the
children more vulnerable to sexual
abuse rather than less.

Protectecting innocence

They think protection is the same as
guarding children's innocence. (0Oh
come on now, show me a two-year-old
who is truly innocent about the ways
of the world. They're as much con-men
or women as you and I. Never mind my
jaded point of view.)

They think children should be kept
innocent, particularly regarding all
matters sexual. This includes not
only keeping children's own sexual
awakenings from them, but also
protecting them from "outside
influences" on their sexuality by hot
talking about bodies, behaviors, or
abuse.

Even if I thought children were
innocent, I don't call this "moral"
know-nothingness protection. I ecall
it repression. But whatever it's
called, protection or repression, it
makes children more vulnerable to
sexual abuse.

Protecting pedestals

Others think they‘'re protecting chil--
dren by putting them on a pedestal.
Ah, childhood, the best time of life:
it's so carefree, pretty, fun, and
safe. Even pop psychologists entreat
us to "find the child in yourself and
be free."

Being put on a pedestal is not a
favor: ask any woman who's been there.

A pedestal-sitter has few survival or
life skills, things all people need.
Those who want others on pedestals
don't want their own sentimental views
of 1life ruined by talk of unpretty
things like sexual abuse and bad
people like sexual abusers. In fact
they tend to get quite hysterical

when "naughty" children themselves
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rRAape crisis center
of mclean county

AND SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS.

WE'RE A NON-PROFIT VOLUNTEER GROUP WHOSE MAIN PURPOSE IS TO
OFFER ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT TO VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT
AND THEIR FRIENDS AND FAMILIES.

FEMALE VOLUNTEERS ANSWER OUR CALLS,
VOLUNTEERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR CRISIS ASSISTANCE,

BUT BOTH MALE AND FEMALE
INFORMATION

,

Call PATH

If you want to talk to one of us,

. 827-4005
and ask for the

CRisSI

oo, o o

s center

SSSES

burst the idyllic bubble by touching
themselves "down there" or by asking
questions about things they are not

supposed to know about, like rape.
Children do not live in a fairyland;
they live here with the rest of us.
Let's give them a fighting chance.
Fit them for life with some survival
information.

Protecting adults

Reluctant adults/parents also
patronizingly remind me that children
are not adults and that sexual abuse
is a complex and "adult” phenomenon.
They say, "Children can't understand
the difference between affection and
abuse because they can't understand
sexuality." (Of course, adults can

Touching is not gender-free

The American culture's definition of
sexual abuse is not gender-free.

The line between what passes as nur-
turing or abuse by adults to children
differs for men and women. Women are
allowed to be more touching and
physically affectionate than men.
Men's touching is sooner labéled
sexual than is women's. It may be
society that differentially defines
this distinction between nurturing and
abuse, or it may be men and women
themselves that perceive touching
behavior differently, but whatever
. the reason the difference is there.

Consider these 4 scenarios:

1) Parent is bathing child. While
washing the child's genitails, the
parent's thoughts wander. Daydreaming,
the time devoted to bathing this part
of the child is lengthened.

2) Close relative is undressing child
for bed. Adult tickles child, who

laughs and wiggles. The tickling,
laughing, wiggling continues until’
both lose their balance and end up
panting, exhausted, lying on the floor.

3) Family friend asks to take your
child on a camping trip.

4) Parent admits to family doctor that
child often sleeps in same bed as the
parent.

As you read the scenarios did you
attach a gender to the adult or child?
Would your reactions differ if the
gender of the adult varied? Do you
predict the effect on the child of

the incidents to be different if the
gender varied? Should adult-child
sexual behavior be gender-free?

I don't have the answers to the
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distinguish between loving sexuality 4
‘and manipulation.)

In addition, we all know, children
can't be trusted to know what they are
talking about, some have active
imaginations, and others lie.

Do they really believe that? That
children can't distinguish between OK
and not-0K touches, between affection
and abuse, between love and manipula-
tion? Sometimes I think the children
I know are more perceptive than
adults.

.. 7
- 5
"'f////»n/

{
f
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Okay, T will agree that it may take
some patience and creativity on the
part of an adult to talk in such a way
that children will understand OK and
not-0K touching. But most adults/
parents can learn to do it. 1In fact,
T'm sure there is a sizable group of.
people who could teach other adults/
parents to do so.

What frustrates me so much is that so
many adults/parents think that giving
children the ability to distinguish
between OK and not-O0K touches may lead
to some socially awkward behaviors and
situations, so it's not worth it.
Whose side are they on?

Jdo/aabang Tayowry

Protecting power

For instance, think of these awful
things adults/parents would have to
deal with if children were given some
power with respect to sexual abuse:

Cures
cause
more hurt

Jur sexual abuse bandaids often injure
the child again. :

can

Billy might actually tell old Aunt.
Millie that he doesn't like her sloppy
kisses.

Susie might explain to her best friend

Krissie's mother, as the girls are Counselors and other professionals in

gquestions I've raised. I do wonder
what effects these perceptions,
attitudes, and values about adult-
child interaction have on society and
the people in it.g

--S.8B.

changing into their pjs the next time
she stays over, "Some adults have
trouble making friends with people
their own age, so sometimes they try
to make friends with children by
trying to get the children to let them
touch them (and Susie points to her
crotch to explain to Krissie's mother

the field are gquick to point out that
reactions of others to the child's
sexual abuse incident often do much
additional harm. Parents and other
adults close to the child may react
in ways that confuse and further hurt
the child. Their reactions may build

Abusers use children’s feelings

Why are sexual abusers of children so
often successful?

One reason is that sexuality and
sexual abuse are rarely talked about.
But there are other reasons, too. The
abuser often uses the children's
feelings, needs, and life situation
against them. Consider these requests
an abuser might make from the child's
point of view:

I really like you, so it's OK to

Do you like me? Please .

You're very pretty . . .
It's a very special thing . .
I know your parents, so . . .

Let's keep this our very special
secretce.o.

Couple these child-pleasing requests
with the built-in disadvantages
children have:

1) Very young children don't know
that adult-child sex is not OK.

2) Children don't know that they

don't have to do it: adults often make
them do things they don't like or
understand.

3) Children are taught to obey
adults, that adults are right.

4) Children in the middle years are
probably too embarrassed to talk about
o

5) Children do not know the words to

use to talk about it.

6) Adults often don't listen to
children, or worse yet, don't believe
them.

I'm not suggesting that we are respon-
sible for our children being sexually
abused. The abuser is the villain.

We are good-intentioned. But our
oversights and practices do make
children easier marks.

Are you still surprised that abusers
are soO successful?e

--S5.8.

The Best in

Feminist Journalism
Our 13th year

* National and international news

about women

$11/yr. regular sub
$20/yr. businesses and
institutions

of the good old U.S.A.

* Thoughtful commentaries, and
news ahead of its time
* Health, prison, and labor news

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

oob, 1841 Columbia Rd. NW, Rm. 212
Washington, D.C. 20009

L $11iyear sample copy $1.50

$15/yr. contributing sub  off our backs

A hilarious cartoon history be v T

more fear and guilt in the child than
what was there to start with. Those
close to the child would do less harm
if they remembered 2 very important
rules of counseling:

wheress. )"

And heaven forbid that our own chil-
dren may tell us they don't like it
wpen we absently caress or touch them
without their permission. Children 1)
are to be used, oops, seen, and not
heard.e

At least do no more harm.

2) Don't fix a child who is not hurt.

~--Susan Strand

The reactions of others not so closely
involved can also be damaging to the
child, present and future. The
reactions of the legal system are no
panacea. In incest cases, it is often
difficult for an observer to determine
who "is on trial." 1Is removing the
child(ren) from the home an improve-
ment from the child(ren)'s point of
view? Will s/he feel responsible for
breaking up the family? Will s/he
lose needed support and positive
family relationships by the interven-

tion of the legal system? What will
be regretted in the future? Who will
benefit? Who will lose?e

-=5.5.

Toll Free
1-800-322-5015
827-4005

Lingerie...

We’re not just a forall the women
Crisis Center!

Solving your problem can
start with a phone call.

24 Hours — Confidential

you want to be.

Rebecca A. Fox 719 Arcadia #7
662-5582 between 2-7 p.m. Bloomington, IL 61701

MARJORIE KINSELLA
Naturopath

1841 Columbia Rd. NW
Rm. 212
Wash., D.C. 20009

Business card size ads

Therapies: Body Alinements

By Estelle Carol,Rhoda Grossman
and Bob Simpson

$6.95

Ask for it at your local Bookstore

or order from-

Alvson Publications
PO Box 2783 Dept. B-1
Boston, Massachusetts 02208

$7.50 postpaid

(reduced rates for multiple copies)

REMEMBER...
Planned Parenthood
won't squeal
on teens!!

ST

Colonic Therapy
Naprapathic Treatments
Foot Reflexology

$6 for individuals
(businesses slighty higher)

A Great Deal!

Call 828-7232
or write P.O. Box 3452; Bloomington

Consultation: Nutrition, Cleansing and Fasting
Programs, Proper Breathing )

n Office:
1923 E. Jackson
Bloomington, IL

662-5937
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Vacuuming Vietnam

The Air Force is playing rock'n roll
on the Court House Square today. Ewven
the Officer from the Pentagon applauds
when the short-haired, neatly dressed
Airman goes public by whipping into
Charlie Daniels' "5till in Saigon."

I was in Saigon many times--in my mind.
I travelled there in my fantasies as I
made the bombs we dropped there. First
there were just a few, then many thou-
sands. Bombs and men. Bombs and chil-
dren. Bombs and foliage. Just objects
to be destroyed when the Enemy is
everywhere and nowhere,

But why feel guilty after all these
years? Haven't we as a nation purged
our guilt by putting the names of the
dead on a slab of cement in Washington
D.C.? One can almost hear our Actor-
in-Chief yelling to his Joint Chiefs
of Staff, "Let's get that damn purging
out of the way so we can go save Cen-
tral America."

Ah, yes, it's all starting again--a few
million bucks to the "freedom fighters"
to tide them over until our Advisors
can get over there to clean up the
mess. Like a broken wacuum cleaner,
the flabby military arm of the U.S.
Government leaves more dirt than it
picks up.

I have vacuum cleaners on my mind today
day as I listen to the Air Force rock
out. I remember the day in '65 when
our troops in Southeast Asia faced a
new enemy--the Eureka Williams Company.

I had joined the War Effort as a result
of flunking both Earth Science and Bas-
ketball at IS50. While my male friends
still in school lived by their draft
numbers, I lived by my production
guota.

I was overjoyed to be assigned to the
air-conditioned, clean white recom that
was the Fuse Section. The factory was
an old brick building that was filthy

and hot in the summer, I felt sorry
for a friend in the Speech Department
who was loading boxes s0 he could save
money to get married. Tom envied my
job. He shouldn't have.

I could do my job {(or "operation" as it
was known) in my sleep. And did many
times., The line between reality and
fantasy became blurred as I stared at
the rays of sunlight on the wall. The
sum total of my day at Eureka Williams
consisted of taking a one-quarter inch
steel pin and hammering it into a hole
on a two-inch plate, It is the closest
I have ever been to becoming a robot.

To save my sanity I played mind games
like "Guess what time it is by locking
at the position of the sun on the
wall?" I became so expert that I could
predict the exact time by a minute.

But then something changed.
and less time to play "Guess what time
it is?" 'and my arm was very sore from
going Ca-Chunk a million times. Every-
body seemed exhausted at break. In-
stead of shooting the breeze, the women
sat wearily on the boxes in the tiny
bathroom smoking silently.

No one spoke. We all knew. Our fore-
man had speeded up the line. We didn't
keep count anymore. We didn't have
time. We were too busy Ca-Chunking.

It was not our place to ask how the
bomb fuses worked or how many were
shipped or where they went. One thing
was for sure. I was Ca-Chunking my
buns off.

There were no demonstrators outside the
plant or angry editorials in the New
York Times. We were just a bunch of
women in a small town in the Midwest
doing a job we were glad to get, Some
of the women had sons who had joined
the service. Some of the women had
sons in college and were working to

I had less"

The woman whose son

keep them there.
was in Vietnam gave me tips on how to ,
do my job faster and shared an extra

pair of work gloves when mine wore out.
We were all beginning to resemble those

work gloves. The eyes of the women
were turning angry and sullen.

One day the line was suddenly shut
down. In walked men in uniforms.
Decked out in Army and Air Force fruit
salad, they locked at us as though we
were week-old lettuce ready to be
tossed on the garbage dump.

Our foreman spoke in a strangely mili-
tary manner like a recruit showing off
to hiz Drill Sergeant, a mixture of
pride and terror.

"We will commence to begin. The line
will start. You will do your opera-
tions normally. The representatives
from the Pentagon will observe to find
the problem area. The Eureka Williams
Vacuum Cleaner Company will not toler-
ate sabotage or shitty workmanship.™

When the Salads came to my Ca-Chunking
station, I could feel them literally
breathing down my neck. They watched
me for what seemed like an eternity.
Then they locoked at the tiny steel pin.
They had me try different pins which
they took out of their pockets. One

~was gold plated.

The line was shut down for a week. I
sweated and coughed upstairs in the
brush section. There was a wall of si-
lence about the shutdown. Rumors were

spreading like a prairie fire. Someone
was fired for sabotage. Everyone was
going to get laid off in the fuse sec-
tion.

Over beers, the foreman explained what
happened: "You see, we've been shipping
50,000 fuses to Texas. They put them
in the bombs, and send them to *'Nam.
One day somebody noticed that they ne-
ver went off, No one knows why, but
the brass seems to think that it's the
little ol' =ilver pin that ain't trig-
gering something. It might have been
tampered with."

So the Great Pin experiment was car-
ried out by the Pentagon. The Salads
filled their pockets with pins; madly,
Ca-Chunking, I felt as though I had
single-handedly brought the War Machine
of the United States of America to a
grinding halt.

But, alas, I didn't. I continued to
Ca~Chunk and daydream as the bombs
dropped in a far off land. As the war
heated up, you can be sure that the
gentlemen in the Pentagon made sure the
bombs went off.

Other bombs went off, too, at chemical
companies and multinational banks as

our country exploded into violence and
despair. I moved on to pursue theatre

_in New York while tiptoeing through the

minefield of rage that represented the
real drama in the streets.

But that's all in the past. If there
are any lessons to be learned from
those of us who just "went along" in
the early years of the Vietnam War,
perhaps it's that sowing the seeds of
apathy will yield a bitter harvest.

But now it's spring, The grass is pic-
ture-postcard green and as closely
cropped as the hair of the Air Force
raock singer who jars me back to 1983
with a tasteful imitation of Chuck
Berry. He throws off his shades in
Bemi-total abandonment and begins to
move the lower half of his rigid beody.

Some people are overwhelmed. The kids
from MARC Center dig Chuch Berry even
if it's in a uniform. 1It's the beat
that counts. And they love it. When
the kids leave, they wave cheerfully at
the uniforms. The only one who waves
back is the Officer from Washington
D.C. He seems to be waving for an ima-
ginary camera far off in the distance.
He is smiling. For it is spring and
there is no litter on the Court House

Square. Here folks go to the Velvet
Freeze, not the Nuke Freeze. It is
pleasant. There are few brown or black

faces to spoil the enjoyment of a tuna
on white in the sunshine.

So the Air Force played rock'n'roll on
the Court House Sguare today. Ghosts
listened and danced.

Still in Saigon. . . . ¢

--Jane G.
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Lincoln Oil ‘flunks’ job

When Matt Stanley applied for a Jjob
with Lincoln 0il Company, he thought.
hig experience and good work record
would glve him a fair shot at getting
hired. He didn't know he'd have to
contend with some psychologist’'s
scheme for predicting human behavior
and measuring honesty.

Matt (not his real name) needed a job,
sc he applied to Lincoln 0il some time
in March. (Lincoln 0il operates
geveral Pit Stop stores in town.) The
company didn't have any openings at
the time, but Matt kept checking back.

Tn early April, Matt was told that
there was an opening and that they
wanted someone right away. According
to Matt, the people he talked to at
Linecln 0il seemed eager to hire him.
Matt had already filled out an appli-
cation form--complete with references
--and was told that his previous
expérience made him a good. candidate
for the Job.

Ther. they asked him to take a test.

The test, as Matt described it,
consisted of close to 100 multiple-
cheice questions about employee theft,
cheating your employer, and the like.
& guestion like "Do you think
executives steal?" had to be answered
"always." "occasionally," "never, "
etc,

Apparently Lincoln Cil gives this test
to pecple they intend to hire. But
Matt didn't get hired. He didn't even
get an interview.

Low scores

Wher: he didn't hear any more about the
job, Matt asked what happened. A
woman in the office told him his "low
test scores'" were the reasson he hadn't
been hired. But when Matt confronted
Craig Lincoln (the owner) about this,
he was told that the woman shouldn't

Caf29. Corx

have said what she had and that _
Linceln just wanted to interview more
applicants.

Mzttt later found out that by the time
he talked to Iincoln someone else had
already been hired for the job. 1In
other words, the owner had lied to
M=tt. Apparently Lincoln didn't have
to take the "hconesty test."

Matt never did discover exactly what
role the test played in all this, but
he feels that Lincoln 0il based their
decision not. to hire him almost
entirely on the results of that
multiple-choice test. As far as Matt
can tell, Iincoln nevéer called Matt's
references or made any attempt to
check hig record as an honest,
reliable employee.

I tried to talk to scmeone at Lincoln
0il about their "honesty test." The
woman who answered the phone
acknowledged that the company does
give a test to prospective employees
but she wouldn't say anything more.
She said I'd have to talk to Mr.
ILincoln. He had just stepped cut of
the office, she told me. When I
called back, Mr. Lincoln was on the
phone but she assured me he would
return my call. He didn't.
Apparently the woman who ahswered the
phone hadn't taken the "honesty test"
either.

A valid test?

If I had talked to Linceln, I would
have asked him why he thinks a
paper-and-pencil test is a valid way
to determine employee honesty. I'm
dubiocus about so-called lie detector
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applicant

tests--which monitor physiclogical
reactions to provocative questions--
and I'm downright convinced that
asking pecople what they think about
gtealing tells you almost nothing
about their character and reliability.

I know that psychologists claim they
can devige tests that show when
people are lying., I think they're
wrong. And I think that using such

teats to screen prospective employees
is only slightly more meaningful-than
reading the bumps on their heads or
throwing them into the river to see
if they flo=zt.

T also know that employee theft is a
big problem (as is corporate fraud
and dishonesty in government) and
that employers would like to know
they're hirihg honest pecple to work
for them. I don't think there's any
sure-fire way to determine that.

Matt hag a Job now--a better cne than
working at a Pit Stop--and he's not

as angry.as he was a month ago. But

he still feels he got a raw deal from
Linceln 0il and their "honegty test.”
T agree with him.e :
~~Ferdydurke
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